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January 1, 1917 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.14a-e 
 
Somewhere, 
In France Jan 1, 1917 
 
Dear Clystal: 
 
Am just out of the trenches, havent [spelling error: haven't] written you for some time, 
did you get any of those Christ. [abbreviation: Christmas] gifts, they were small but 
would be a remembrance anyway, they may be a little late, but we did the best under 
the circumstances here. 
Have received quite a bit of mail lately from both you + home together with the 
surrounding country, got a parcel from you yesterday containing almost everything, 
canned goods, nuts, candies, etc. On Xmas [abbreviation: Christmas] [crossed out: it] 
day which we spent in the trenches, I rec'd [abbreviation: received] a letter from mother 
Jonathan + a Christ. [abbreviation: Christmas] card from Irene, it seemed 
 
(2) 
so funny getting it in the trenches right on time. This is the first time we have been 
getting mail while in the line since leaving the Somme, things are not quite as rough 
here as the Somme, but it is sure wet + muddy, it rains here almost every day, + two or 
three times on Sunday, which is our only identification of the sabbath here. 
On Xmas [abbreviation: Christmas] Day we got orders not to open fire at all, a few of us 
were out in a sap, that is a strong front in front of the trench one of the lads signalled 
over for [crossed out: one] some Fritzies to come over + we wouldn't open fire, had 
about half over when a [spelling error: an] officer saw us up trying to get them over + put 
us down, they went back, we would of taken them 
 
(3) 
prisoners, as they would be only too glad to get taken uninjured, as the men themselves 
are pretty well fed up with it as well as the allies. When night came on, it was different 
all together, there was sure a lot of reception, of artillery rampars [spelling error: 
ramparts] + everything else, there was quite a few casualties in our [crossed out: side] 
company, only one being killed, it being poor Walter Bishop he comes from the other 
side of the Carp, he was picked off by a sniper, its a fright how many of the 77th lads 
have been wounded + killed, in the list of casulaities [spelling error: casualties] in the 
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paper they don't give the unit they belong to now. I forgot to tell a long [crossed out: a] 
time ago of Willie Hannah going home, guess you have already heard of him 
 
(4) 
returning to Canada, on account of his father dieing [spelling error: dying] leaving his 
mother with two farms on her hands, he comes from near Kinburn, the other side of 
Carp, he left just before going into the Somme, he was lucky too he was traffic, police 
didn't have to go into the trenches at all, "Laura Pfartin knew him, that was sad about 
her Grandmother, is there any word of she + Harold getting married" "this is some 
clause eh," I had a letter some time ago from her. I rec'd [abbreviation: received] Miss 
Coughlan's nice box some time before Xmas [abbreviation: Christmas], sent her a 
handerchief [spelling error: handkerchief], it is the [indistinguishable] 
to keep answering all the letters I get from the different little "sweethearts," never got 
answering Mrs. Ferris's letter forgot whether I sent her a card 
 
(5) 
or not wish her a happy new year for me. I had a letter from Earl the other day had been 
operated on + was getting along nicely, but thought on account of a little swelling on his 
side that it might cause another operation, he is sure a lucky guy is missing all the bad 
weather, will hardly be back at all, Sid + Ervie are both fine haven't seen Arthur lately 
but saw some of his Batt. [abbreviation: Battery] who said he was fine. 
I think we are to get something good for dinner today, on Xmas [abbreviation: 
Christmas] we had "bully beef stew", that is sure a great compound. By the time this 
reaches you it must be hard to make out, but you will have to excuse, as they have 
been fixing up my office. 
With Love 
Sefton. 
 
"Wishing You All A Happy New Year" 
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January 14, 1917 
Artefact Number: D2021.1.1.14a-f 
 
[Front of envelope] 
“On Active Service” 
 
[Stamp] 
Montreal P.O. 
Jan 16 
12:30 ON 
1917 
 
[Stamp] 
[illegible] ELD POST OFFICE [illegible] 
2N X 
 
[Postage stamp] 
CANADA POSTAGE 
1T [abbreviated: War Tax] ￠[abbreviated: cent] 
2 Two Cents 2 
 
Mrs. Jas. Stewart, 
Richmond, 
Ont. [abbreviated: Ontario] 
Canada. 
 
[Stamp] 
PASSED FIELD CENSOR 
699 
 
“Via Ottawa” 
 
[Back of envelope] 
Jan 17 17 [abbreviated: January 17, 1917] 
ONT [abbreviated: Ontario] 
 
[Page 1 of 5] 
Somewhere, 
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In France, 
Jan. 14/17. [abbreviated: January 14, 1917] 
 
Dear Mother 
 
Just a few lines to let you know I rec’d [abbreviated: received] the parcel containing the 
fountain pen + ink which I was certainly glad to receive, of course the eatables were 
also good. The canned chicken you mentioned in one of your letters I haven’t yet 
received, but chances are good yet, as I didn’t expect to get the sweater nor boots. 
 
We haven’t been getting many letters lately for what reason I don’t know, mostly get 
them in bunches. The boots are very nice hardly coarse enough for the trenches, of 
course, when going right into the front line we put on those long rubber hip boots on 
account of the mud. 
 
(2) 
This is sunday evening, we had a short service this morning in the Y. [abbreviated: 
Young Men’s Christian Association] where I am now, those Y.M.C.a’s [abbreviated: 
Young Men’s Christian Association] are certainly a good thing for soldiers. You don’t 
forget me in the parcel line, Charlie Harbon said to tell you that was good cake, he is a 
good aged man + a good natured comical old fellow, is always a great friend of mine. 
 
Sid + Ervie are now back in company again all these different details are being sent 
back to their companies, there is to be a reorganization of all battalions. Had a card 
from Earl the other saying he was doing fine + had gone into a convalescent home, he 
says it takes his mail as long to reach him there as it those [spelling error: does] us 
here. We are still expecting to get our furloughs, hear we will in a month or so, I think it 
is 
 
(3) 
the transportation that is keeping them back. Did I ever tell you of receiving the dollar 
you sent some time ago it came in very good as there are little Y’s [abbreviation: Youth 
Men’s Christian Association] even up quite close to the line. Haven’t seen the Rev. 
[abbreviated: Reverend] Stacey for some time he is now Colonel, being head chaplain 
of the Canadian Forces. 
 
I suppose you are having pretty frosty weather around Rich. [abbreviated: Richmond] 
now, the weather here is very damp + miserable. When we are out of the line like this 
they have different concerts in these Y’s [abbreviation: Youth Men’s Christian 
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Association] the lads of the different battalions get them up. On this front we go in for six 
days out three days then in for six more, out for six days this time I think. Have the 
207th left Ottawa yet? I guess they won’t until spring. How is Eric + Channon I have 
never got writing them, it is so hard to write everybody. 
 
(4) 
Mrs. Brown must of [spelling error: have] been in a stew when she heard that false 
report about Ervie. You never want to believe half the reports you hear. One of the Carp 
lads had the Carp Review with his picture in it telling of his wound, it was only a mere 
scratch on the side of his face. Did any of them get the souvenirs I sent before Xmas 
[abbreviated: Christmas]. The district we are now is a very hilly rather mountainous 
country. I would like to get a snap of the horses on the furse, they be in good condition 
now, how is George getting along at school? he will want to keep going as steady as 
possible. If I do happen to get a furlough I hardly just know where to go can go 
anywhere in the British Isles. There is such a noise going on in these crowded hut that it 
is almost impossible to write. There is now great talk of peace but I rather 
 
(5) 
think it will awhile for them to come to terms. There doesn’t seem to be any limit to this 
war Fritz seems to have plenty ammunition yet. They certainly had a well organized 
army. There is always too much going on to be lonesome I hope you are not worrying or 
any of you as it does no good. Got that snap of Wilsie + the baby, I like to get any snaps 
from Rich. [abbreviated: Richmond]. 
 
I guess school will have started again, does Evyleen keep at the studies as good as 
ever, I know Ivy is good at it, has she got started on skates yet? What kind of health is 
Pa having? If not getting mail regularly don’t worry, because it is only at times I can write 
I also send some field cards. 
 
With Love To All. 
Sefton. 
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February 5, 1917 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.2a-c 
 
“France” 
Feb. 5th/17. 
 
Dear Mother! 
Am just out of the trenches, + have some very sad news to tell which I suppose you 
have already heard about, poor Sid was killed on Feb.4th while being engaged in a raid 
on Fritz’s trench, it certainly is hard news to break to you, as I know how the people of 
Rich. [abbreviated: Richmond] + surrounding country will feel over it, especially Miss 
Dorras who I am now going to write too. 
The rest of our lads are safe, but there was quite a few casualties throughout the 
Ottawa Valley, whose 
 
(2) 
names you will see in the casualty list. Harry Guy from Stittsville was also killed, there 
are two brothers of them one being away a present in the hospital with some sickness, 
besides these there are quite a few from Ottawa lads who I knew well + came over in 
the 77th. 
Well poor Sid was wounded somewhere through the back + didn’t live long after 
receiving it, which was good not having to suffer much. Sid was always so contented + 
at home anywhere, he was sure a good little soldier of course he was anywhere he was 
put, as you all know that. 
 
(3) 
We are not certain of whether the cablegram would go to his mother or to Miss Dorras 
Rich, if it should go to his mother this would be the first definite information you would 
get. There was also two other Stewart casualties out of our own Batt. [abbreviated: 
Battalion] It is almost impossible to send any of his belongings home of course they are 
would be of little use at any rate. Ervie is sending his hat badge to home. 
I am sure this will go hard on you people around Rich [abbreviated: Richmond], as there 
is so much going on here + so used to such things, that we can scarcely realize that he 
is gone, + there is always so many lads all together. 
 
(4) 
I think we are now done on the front, + are going out for divisional rest, it was a kind of a 
dangerous position we held here, they have been making these raids all along the line 
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as you will see in the papers. There is great talk of peace at present as I am sure the 
papers are full of it, heard today the States declared war on Germany, but is hard to say 
whether it is certain yet, if so I think it will bring the war to a close shortly. 
While in the Support Line I rec’d [abbreviated: received] quite a few letters from allover, 
also got a parcel from Clystal containing the razor blades, I expect you were 
 
(5) 
down in Ottawa when it was sent. I have a great many letters to answer not knowing 
when I will get them finished. The weather is now very cold, it being exceptional cold for 
France they say. There was also Harry Millar from Carp wounded, at least he has been 
living there for some time, he is a Irishman and very comical at that. Had a letter from 
Carl a few days ago he was doing nicely he said, but was suffering from a cold or 
something he is a lucky guy, + I hope he stays there, he said he thought he was be back 
soon again but he won’t. I told you in my last letter of seeing Arthur + that he had seen 
Lionel not long ago. 
 
(6) 
Well Mother I expect to able to continue writing for a few days so I will write soon telling 
you a little more news. You don’t want to get uneasy when hearing any of these reports 
as you will always get direct word. Well poor Sid is out of all troubles now the only worry 
will be to his parents and friends. Ervie has been very lucky together with myself 
With Love To All 
Sefton.  
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March 4, 1917 
Artefact Number: 2014.7.33.12a-d​
​
[Envelope Front] 
On Active Service [Post mark] OTTAWA APR [abbreviated: April] 26 2PM 1917 
CANADA [Post mark in a box] HELP TO WIN THE WAR BUY WAR SAVINGS 
CERTIFICATES [Canadian 2-cent stamp] Mrs. Jas. Stewart, Richmond. Ont. Canada. 
Via Ottawa" [K C Reynolds] PASSED FIELD CENSOR 559 
 
[Envelope Back] 
[Post mark] RICHMOND AP [abbreviated: April] 25 17 [abbreviated: 1917] ONT. 
[abbreviated: Ontario] 
 
[Page 1 of 5] 
France. Mar 4th/17. [abbreviated: March 4 , 1917.] Dear Mother. Rec'd [abbreviated: 
Received] your letter of Feb. [abbreviated: February] 8th. being glad to hear from you 
all, thought you would have acknowledged poor Sid's death, but I suppose there is so 
much news to be carried across that it takes some time for a cablegram to go through, 
of course it might have gone to his mother first. We just came out of the trenches 
yesterday, & [abbreviated: and] are out for divisional rest, will be moving back of the 
firing line quite a ways, at present we are not far from it, [am] the big 
 
(2) 
are banging all around us. I expect you have already heard of the raid the 73rd. made 
on Feb. [abbreviated: February] 4th, well we made another one, which was much larger 
than the first one, had a great casualties, the majority being wounded, I don't know just 
how long we are getting for rest, but I guess we will be moving to some other front. 
Have not been getting parcels, it is so hard to get transportation, but we get all letters, 
got one from Clissie last night. The roads must be pretty well broken up by this time, it is 
quite warm but there are frequent cold spells. 
 
(3) 
Today I had a very good meal which consisted of six eggs, coffee & bread & butter You 
have no idea how much we enjoy, anything like that, they charge about nine cents a 
egg, it is pretty dear but every thing is over here, as they must be in Can. [abbreviated: 
Canada] too, but I have a chum by the name of Brown from [Perth] who gets a couple of 
pounds from home every month, so he foots the bill of the eggs or anything that is 
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eatable, I often think it would be nice to send a hardtack biscuit home they are just as 
hard as a board, but often are thankful to get them, am writing in a Estaminet. 
 
(4) 
I guess the 207th are still in Amherst yet, they will have a good there, I think when they 
do reach England they will hardly stop long before going to France. Have not had word 
from Carl for sometime for what reason I don't know, hope he is getting along splendid, 
but not seen Lionel yet. Deanie Reiolly has enlisted in the Artillery, well it is ahead of the 
infantry anyway, have not seen Alywin since we left the Somme, I wonder how the 
Doctor likes the life, how is Lorne doing he must have a nice home there now, heard 
Charlie was working down by Bells' Corners. 
 
(5) 
I am glad to hear of George sticking to school so well, he wants to stay right with it, he 
must have grown quite a bit since I left because he was just starting then. In in our 
company now we have only one officer, we lost a fine man Capt. [abbreviated: Captain] 
Simpson he wounded in three or four places, there is now great talk of peace I think it 
will come soon, do. you think the U.S. will go into it, they have been tempted enough 
anyway. Has there been many funerals lately? the roads will be bad for them now, I 
suppose [word crossed out: you] Pa will be getting a car in Spring, either he or Grandpa 
Will write soon again. Love to All Sefton. 
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March 20, 1917 
Artefact Number: D2021.1.1.22​
 
[Front of Post Card] 
A.F.A. 2042. 
114/Gen.No./5248. 
 
FIELD SERVICE 
POST CARD. 
 
FIELD POST OFFICE + 23 MR 17 190 
 
Mrs. Jas. Stewart, 
Richmond. 
Ont. 
Canada. 
 
The address only to be written on this side. If anything else is added the post card will 
be destroyed. 
(Crown Copyright Reserved) 
"Via Ottawa" 
 
[Back of Post Card] 
NOTHING is to be written on this side except 
the date and signature of the sender. Sentences 
not required may be erased. [sentence underlined] If anything else is 
added the post card will be destroyed. 
 
I am quite well. 
 
[crossed out: I have been admitted into hospital 
{sick} and am going on well. 
{wounded} and hope to be discharged soon.] 
 
I am being sent down to the base. 
 
I have received your {letter dated Feb 13th. 
[crossed out: telegram] 
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{parcel " Feb 13th. 
 
Letter follows at first opportunity. 
 
[crossed out: I have received no letter from you 
{lately 
{for a long time.] 
 
Signature only } S. Stewart. 
 
Date Mar. 20th. 
 
(Postage must be prepaid on any letter or post card 
addressed to the sender of this card.) 
 
Wt. W34977293. 29246. 6000m. 9716. C.&Co., Grange Mills, S.W.  
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March 22, 1917 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.5a-d 
 
France 
Mar. 22nd. 1917 
 
Dear Mother: 
 
Just a few lines to let you know everything is OK, have received quite few parcels from 
home the last two weeks, but have not been getting letters, none of the lads in fact have 
got of late, I think there was a mail boat sank, also got a letter [crossed out: from] + 
parcel from Lizzie Boyd some time ago. 
We have been in the trenches for some time, I therefore have had no [spelling error: 
not] much chance of writing, I suppose you have been expecting a letter, for it is about 
two weeks since I wrote, but sent you a field card or what we 
 
(2) 
call a whizz bang over here. I guess there is plenty of snow in Canada yet, as I 
remember there was this time last year, am now about a year enlisted, + am in France 
coming eight months. At present we are in the support line, there being 24 men in a 
small dug-out so you have a slight idea how hard it is to write. There is talk of us going 
out after a few days more in the front line, but I don't know whether we will get divisional 
rest, which we have been expecting for this long time. 
While in this line we do working 
 
(3) 
parties, you have no idea how much there is to be done in the line of bringing up 
ammunition, supplies + material needed for the repairing of trenches, dug-outs, + also 
for tunneling or mining. 
The weather lately has been very changeable, of course it always is over in this country, 
some days it will be raining a hour after [Crossed out: it] the sun will be shinning, while 
the following day it may be snowing. There is now great talk of peace suppose you have 
seen by the papers about the great advancing which is going on all along 
 
(4) 
the line, especially on the Somme, I hope all the reports are true, but a great many of 
these reports are exaggerated. Ervie is doing fine, had a letter from Earl quite awhile 
ago, he was then getting his sick leave + thought he would soon be coming back. I also 
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got a parcel from the Womens Club Ottawa, sent by Maggie Garland, it contained a pair 
sock + alot alot of other useful articles. Did you get the letter that mentioned about 
sending money. I think I have got all your parcels but they only last a few minutes as 
you have to share with all the lads. + money would 
 
last a little longer, are the 207th. still in Amherst? got a letter from Clissee about two 
weeks ago she was then fine. Well you will have to excuse my short letter + form. 
 
With Love To All. 
Sefton Stewart.  
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April 20, 1917 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.48 
 
France. 
April. 20th. 1917 
 
Dear George: 
How is everything going? I suppose you are busy going to school. You people will be 
sur-prised to hear of the 73rd. being broken up, just for what reason I don't know but I 
think is on account of Nova Scotia not being represented in any division, as a Batt. 
[abbreviation: Battalion] + of course they have sent a great many men. I guess Sir R. L. 
Borden had quite a bit to do in this. 
The Batt. [abbreviation: Battalion] was given the choice of going either one of the sister 
battalions 42nd. or 13th. who are both highland battalions from Montreal, am now in the 
13th. [Redacted] Brigade [Redacted] Div. [Abbreviation: Division] The wasn't many of 
the 73rd. to be broken up as we hadn't been many reinforcements lately.  
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April 22, 1917 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.41a,b 
 
France 
April. 22nd. 1917 
 
Dear Mother:- 
Just a few lines to let you know everything is going fine, did you get my field card I sent 
about a week ago + my letter that I sent two or three days ago . It is hard to tell how our 
mail is going on account of us being in a different Batt. [abbreviated: battalion] + 
different division, I expect we get all letters addressed to the 73rd, but they will take 
some time to reach us. 
This is Sunday and is about the first Sunday we have had to ourselves I think since we 
came to France. We are waiting for the 13th. to come out of the line, so I don't what Co. 
[abbreviated: company] I will be in, or how we will be divided up, just happened to come 
to the Batt. [abbreviated: battalion] in a lucky time when they are in the line giving 
 
(2) 
us a couple of holidays. I guess the weather is getting nice + warm by this time, the 
roads will be about dried up. The last few days the weather here hasn't been bad, but 
one day will be nice + shunny [spelling error: sunny] while the following day it will be 
snowing, but it will surely soon settle down a little . 
I haven't had any word from Erv. [abbreviated: Ervie] lately. He is having a good rest , 
was pleased to see him going just before they started this drive. Say did Miss Doras 
ever get my letter I sent the day after Sid was killed? I guess George + the girls are 
busy going to school, as it will soon be time for the exams to start. 
 
With Love To All, 
Sefton. 
13th Batt. [abbreviated: battalion] 
[redacted] 
# 145820. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
contact info@goulbournmuseum.ca. Transcriptions were compiled by Goulbourn Museum staff and 
volunteers as part of the Archiving Goulbourn project. 



Gou
lbo

urn
 M

us
eu

m

Private Sefton Inglis Stewart: First World War Letters, 1917​         Page 17 

April 23, 1917 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.42 
 
France 
April 23rd. 1917 
 
Dear George: 
 
How is everybody? 
These are the two snaps I said I would send. Today I saw Bobie Watson guess you 
don't remember him, but Clissie would know him, he is in the 13th. too. Got these off a 
Fritzy prisoner. 
With Love to All. 
Sefton.  
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May 3, 1917 
Artefact Number: D2021.1.1.13a-c 
 
[Front of Envelope] 
On Active Service. 
TORONTO. ONT. May 24 10:30 PM 1917 
Mrs. Jas. Stewart, 
Richmond, 
Ont, 
Canada. 
[illegible] 
[Via] Ottawa 
OPENED BY 
 
[Back of Envelope] 
CENSOR 
6203 
RICHMOND ONT. MY25 [17] 
 
[Page 1 of 2] 
France, May, 3rd 1917. 
Dear Mother:- 
Just a few lines to let you know everything is O.K. Got a slight wound on the left hand, 
not bad enough to make hospital, but had to be inoculated, therefore I was sent out of 
the line for a few days. Have had no mail from home, since about 10th. April, but got a 
letter from Earl Nixon yesterday, written Mar. 25th. said the [crossed out: re] roads were 
full of snow then, & travelling was almost impossible. I never be anxious for mail, as I 
know you people must often be, of course I always 
 
(2) 
like to hear the local news, one thing I would appreciate now is a little money, as there 
are plenty of canteens around,. but every little article is a high price,. I suppose there 
will come a bunch of boxes together, there must be mail laid off somewhere being 
tranferred [spelling error: transferred] to another Batt. [abbreviated: Battalion] makes a 
lot of handling of mail before we ever see it. Did you get the mails I sent about a week 
ago?, also the Fritzy snaps I sent to George. I heard Arthur was wounded I hope it 
wasn't serious, have had no word from Ervie for about two weeks, he was then fine. The 
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weather has certainly been very fine the last few weeks, hoping it continues, am in B. co 
[abbreviated: company] 13th. With Love To All Sefton 
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May 10, 1917 
Artefact Number: D2021.1.1.19a-c 
 
[Front of Envelope] 6198 6198 
[Post mark] Ottawa May 28 11 AM 1917 Canada 
[Post mark] PASSED 600 
[Canadian 2-cent stamp] 
Mrs. Jas. Stewart, 
Richmond. 
Ont. [abbreviated: Ontario] 
Canada. 
[illegible signature] 
“Via Ottawa” 
 
[Page 1 of 2] 
France. 
May. 10th. 1917 
Dear Mother: Rec'd [abbreviated: received] your letter of Apr. 12th [abbreviated: April 
12]. yesterday, being glad to hear that you were all well, also the box with the card in it 
from Norma, got the money too which I certainly $1 [.00] appreciated while it lasted. I 
am sure I told you of getting the other bills you sent in the different letters you mustn't of 
got them. There is a month's mail I missed somewhere but will very likely get it through 
time. 
I wonder if they have received word in Rich. [abbreviated: Richmond] yet about poor 
Arthur I have had a great time trying to find out as much information as I could before 
writing anything, but am sorry to say as near as I can learn, he was wounded + never 
seen afterwards, I certainly feel for 
 
(2) his family, have not seen Lionel since last of Mar. [abbreviated: March] I will write his 
mother giving what information I know, but rather think the poor lad was killed, or taken 
prisoner, which is very unlikely, because I was talking to lads who saw him wounded & 
that was the last they saw of him. 
Have they had any word about Ervie coming home, has gone to England some time 
ago, when he was in the hospital with the mumps, the only thing I wish is that he does 
make Canada, heard his mother was claiming him out but don't know whether it is true, 
might only [crossed out: be] go as far as Blighty. He certainly was a good chum but 
every body is alike in the army when you get in it for a certain time. The weather has 
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been very warm lately, think we'll have rain, am now outside, almost dark excuse 
writing. 
With Love To All. 
Sefton 
PS. "wrote you the other day."  
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May 24, 1917 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.15a,b 
 
France, 
May, 24th. 1917 
 
Dear Mother: 
Just a few lines to let you know everything is OK, have not been getting any mail of any 
account, but I suppose it will come all at once, will get it much quicker when you get the 
13th. add. [abbreviated: address] 
Have been wondering if they have got any definitive news about Arthur, I am sure his 
people must be in a anxious state, have not seen Lionel for a long time, he is not in the 
same district lately, We have out of the line for quite a while they expect to go in shortly, 
but it is rather undecided whether we go in on this front again or move to a new front. 
The weather has been quite settled the last while with the exceptions of a few showers 
of rain. 
 
(2) 
A year ago today I was home on pass, do you mind we went to the beach bush, I guess 
Pa + George are busy putting in the crops. We see here an occasional old man, boy or 
women out trying to work the land, it sure is comical the different machinery + methods 
they have compared with the people in Canada. Some of them drive a old horse or mule 
driven by one line. Uncle Tom got a car eh! That’s what you people should get, 
everybody around you will be running over you before knowing where you are. Will write 
soon again. 
With Love To All 
Sefton  
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June 15, 1917 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.17a-d 
 
France, 
June. 15th. 1917 
 
Dear Mother :- 
Rec’d [abbreviated: received] your letter of May 12th, also the box from Evyleen. being 
very glad to hear that all were fine. There is lots of back mail on the road somewhere for 
me, before getting this letter the last word was Apr. [abbreviated: April] 24th. I also had 
word from Clystal + Ethel Eadie, got a parcel from addressed to the 13th, so I will very 
likely get my mail quicker now. 
In your letter you mentioned the death Baron Armstrong, well he was in the 73rd. with 
me, + was wounded on the ninth. 
 
(2) 
went to Blighty + died afterwards, its pretty tough on his brother who is now in the 13th. 
You also told of Percy Foster rejoining his Bath., [abbreviated: battalion] again, was he 
only wounded? I always understood that he was either killed or taken prisoner on the 
Somme, but am glad to learn different. 
I think there must be a couple of letters with money yet to come to me. You people 
mustn’t be getting all my letters. Have had no word from Ervie or Earl for a long time, 
but got word from Eatton a chum of mine who was wounded 
 
(3) 
telling me that Ervie was in a hospital in England, undergoing treatment for a weak 
heart, he gave me his add. [abbreviated: address] so I will write soon as possible. Mr. 
Maguire a son of Mr. Andrew Maguire’s is our platoon officer, he is some relation of 
Ervie’s, father knows his father well I think. 
I guess poor Arthur is either dead or taken prisoner have they received any definite 
word at home about him I have been unable to get any other information except that he 
was seen wounded + not accounted for afterwards. I am sure they 
 
(4) 
feel bad especially his mother a person gets that he can’t realize anything like that, 
being so used to it, when a person will find when he goes home. You were saying I must 
be lonesome there being none of the Rich. [abbreviated: Richmond] boys with me, well I 
have lots of chums, everybody is alike in this life. There is also some lads from Carp in 
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this Bath. [abbreviated: Battalion]. The only thing that bothers me is having you people 
at home worrying, it goes pretty good when the weather is warm although we may have 
a few hard scraps. I think it will soon wind up. 
 
(5) 
The 207th. haven’t set sail yet eh! Thought they had. It was too bad so many diseases 
broke out. Its a wonder you don’t get a car when everybody else around have one. 
Hope George gets through this year, also Evyleen, did Geo. [abbreviated: George] ever 
get those Fritzy Snaps? You should have gotten quite a few letters from me lately. It 
might be better to send money registered, but I guess I will get the others alright. You 
know money is the staff of life here. 
With Love To All. 
Sefton  
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June 21, 1917 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.1a-c 
 
France 
June 21st. 1917 
Dear Mother: 
Rec’d your two registered letters of May 2nd. + 17th. four or five days ago. the money 
certainly came in good as we just came out of the line. I also got your letters of May 
24th, containing two dollars + May 27th. which was registered with a fine. Money goes 
just as fast here as if in Canada, everything being so expensive. 
I guess it is now certain of poor Arthur’s death, am sure his people take it bad, was 
surprised to hear of Lionel being wounded too. hoping it is not serious. 
 
(2) 
The weather has been very uncertain, it being very warm for a few hours followed by 
showers of rain. The 207th. are still in Amherst eh! They must sure be sick of hanging 
around so long. I have had no word from Earl Hobson or Ervie, [crossed out: oy] but 
Catton a friend of ours who used to be in the Bath bombers 73rd. just came back 
yesterday, he was wounded on the 9th. Apr. but very slightly didn’t make Blighty. told me 
that Ervie was in a hospital near Manchester Eng. undergoing treatment for a weak 
heart, + got no letters since he left France. I forgot to tell you of receiving the parcel 
containing the leather gauntlets,socks, etc., they are 
 
(3) 
the same as the pair I got on the ninth, well it was this fellow Catton, that owned the 
pack in which I had left the contents of that parcel. George never got those Fritzy snaps 
eh! tat [spelling error: that] is some picture of him with dad’s long coat + plug hat, he 
looks to be a full grown man which I suppose he thinks he is, told some that was my 
dad, a few said he was at least thirty-five ha ha! that’s a good one on him. You don’t 
want to let him to start to wear long trousers yet. Told you in my other letter of 
[indistinguishable] Macguier being our platoon officer. 
With Love To All 
Sefton. 
PS. Inclosed [Spelling error: Enclosed] are some [crossed out: old] roses picked from a 
old ruined village. Sefton. 
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July 8, 1917 
Artefact Number: D2021.1.1.7a-c 
 
[Page 1 of 6] 
P.S. Got your parcel of cake + socks [illegible text] no date of posting. 
On Active Service 
Y.M.C.A. 
WITH THE BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 
 
France, July 8th, 1917 
 
Dear Mother:- 
Rec’d [abbreviated: received] your letter of June 10th also Clissie’s of the 17th. was 
very glad to hear of you all being well. The Entrance was from 20-23rd. this year eh! I 
hope George gets through this year. 
They will soon be starting the haying around Rich. [abbreviated: Richmond] how are the 
crops doing, at present we are in Rerserve [spelling error: Reserve] line. Forgot to tell 
you that I received the money in your letters thanks very much. “it makes me smile 
when I see the old Canadian bills roll out.” 
 
(2) 
The 207th have at last arrived in Eng. [abbreviated: England] eh! had a card from [H.] 
Brown, he didn’t know Ervie’s add, [abbreviated: address] but will likely hunt him up, he 
is in the 7th Rerserve [spelling error: Reserve] while Erv. is in the 20th. Reserve 
[Shoreham.] I never knew Alywin Danby was in Blightly am wondering if he was on 
leave or got wounded, it will be nice for him to see his father. Willie also told me of 
seeing Pat Geurvin. 
By all reports the farmers will be using their cars instead of horses to cut the hay, it’s a 
wonder you people don’t get a car everybody will be running over the top of you. 
Did I tell you about those snaps you sent of the hearse, also the one 
 
(3) 
of George dressend [spelling error: dressed] up in dad’s clothes with the plug had on, I 
told the lads that was my dad, asked them his age they guessed from 38 - 45 yrs. of 
age, “had some laugh” so that’s one on George, he shouldn’t be wearing long trousers 
yet. it makes him look too old. 
Bobbie Watson is OK, he gets mail up by the fourth line + around Rich, [abbreviated: 
Richmond] so I get the news in general. Told you before of Mr. Macguire being our 
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platoon officer he had a brother that went back to Canada having being wounded in the 
head. 
 
(4) 
I suppose you people be expecting word from me for quite a while very often, but really 
is to keep up in correspondence here, have so many letters unanswered now that I 
don’t know who to write first, sent Clissie a few lines four or five ago, there are so many 
things a person would like to tell + can’t, that it makes it very hard to write a newsy 
letter, so you will have to excuse short letters, a field card lets you know that I am OK. 
anyway. 
I am sure the [Lewis] family feel very bad over poor Arthur, I will never realize neither he 
nor Sid being gone until going back. 
 
(5) 
The weather has been very nice lately except for a few showers of rain which makes a 
little miserable in the trenches. 
I hear Russia had made a great advance taking a number of prisoners, hoping it is all 
true. 
The Conscription bill has already got some of the lad’s goat, by the news I heard they 
are either signing up or getting married. 
Clissie tells me in her letters that Herb has been taking she + Lily up to Richmond, they 
are sure very handy for getting over the road. 
 
(6) 
Well mother I was sorry to heard of you getting that cablegram about me being 
wounded, where it gave you such a shock, my hand is now all healed up. France is 
certainly a nice country in the summer time, it is too bad to see so many little villages 
lying in ruins. The US. is now getting to work by all reports, wonder if Garnet had to 
registered his name. 
Will write again. 
With Love To All 
Your Son 
Sefton.  
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July 18, 1917 
Artefact Number: D2021.1.1.23 
 
[Front of Postcard] 
A.F.A. 2042. 
114/Gen.No./5248, 
FIELD SERVICE 
POST CARD 
FIELD POST OFFICE 3.P 
A 19 JY 17 
The address only to be written on this side. If anything else is added the post card will 
be destroyed. 
(Crown Copyright Reserved.) 
Mrs. Jas. [abbreviated: James] Stewart. 
Richmond. 
Ont. [abbreviated: Ontario] 
Canada. 
“Via Ottawa” 
 
[Back of Postcard] 
NOTHING is to be written on this side except the date and signature of the sender. 
Sentences not required may be erased. [sentence underlined] If anything else is added 
the post card will be destroyed. 
I am quite well. 
[crossed out: I have been admitted into hospital {sick wounded} and am going on well 
and hope to be discharged soon.] 
I am being sent down to the base. 
I have received your 
{letter dated June 28th [illegible] 
telegram ” 
parcel ” 
Letter follows at first opportunity. 
[crossed out: I have received no letter from you {lately for a long time.] 
Signature only} S Stewart. 
Date July 18th 
(Postage must be prepaid on any letter or post card addressed to the sender of this 
card.) 
Wt W3497/293 19246. 6000m. 9/16. C & Co., Grange Mills, S.W.  
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July 23, 1917 
Artefact Number: D2021.1.1.30a-d 
 
[Page 1 of 4] 
France, 
July, 23rd. 1917 
 
Dear Mother:- 
Rec'd [abbreviated: Received] your letter of June 28th. thanks very much for the five 
dollars, got it about a week ago but this really is my first opportunity of writing, did you 
get my field card? The money certainly comes very nice lately for we have been through 
some very fine towns, that is for to be so near the firing line. 
You mentioned in your letter of sending some razor blades later on + asked if I ever 
received the others, well I did + I am pretty sure I told you of getting them, I rather think 
you don't get every letter I send, but the mail sure 
 
(2) 
makes good time under the circumstances. Did I tell you of getting a card from W. 
Brown shortly after the 207th. arrived also had a letter from Ervie about the same time, 
he hadn't been getting any letters from me whatever was the reason, that sure is very 
sad about Carrie Dobson's husband, am sure she feels very bad, have had no word 
from Earl for I don't know how long he mustn't have gotten my last letter. 
You said in your letter that George had finished his entrance exams I do hope he gets 
through, is he wearing long trousers, I think he looks too old in them, should keep the 
shorts for a while yet. 
 
(3) 
It is really very hard to write any kind of a newsy letter. because as you know yourself 
that information is very limited. Was glad to hear of Evyleen passing into the [Jr.] fourth 
class she is doing fine, also Ivy + Norma. 
The weather has been very changeable here lately, at present it is very warm, as it must 
around home too, suppose Pa + George are very busy at the hay, Pa will want to be 
careful + dont work too hard in the warm weather. Had a parcel from Gertie Mills the 
other day, also a letter a long time ago which I never answered I think I must have about 
fifty letters to answer. The other day I was surprised 
 
(4) 
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to see Alex Madden, George would know him he used to work around Rich. 
[abbreviated: Richmond] knew he was over here but never ran across him before. The 
people are all getting cars around home it is a wonder you people don't get one they are 
so handy for getting over the road. Bob Green has got one eh? it is something awful the 
number of big motor lorries that are used over here. Where was the celebration held on 
the [12th]? Will write soon again. 
With Love To All 
Sefton.  
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August 12, 1917 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.43a,b 
 
France 
Aug, [abbreviation: August] 12th./17. [abbreviation:1917] 
 
Dear Mother: 
Rec’d [abbreviation: Received] your letters of July 13th + 26 both registered there being 
five in each. thanks very much. I got the one written on the 13th. a few days ago, but 
had just sent you a letter before receiving yours, also had a letter from Clystal a few 
days ago. 
Well I was certainly pleased to hear of George passing he sure did good, + he wants to 
stay right at it. That is really too bad about poor Edith McCoy it must of [spelling error: 
have] been a awful shock to people. Clissie mentioned in her letter of Pa getting his leg 
hurt by Nellie, how did it happen? hope it is not bad, he will want 
 
(2) 
to be more careful than he usually is, they must be busy at the harvest now, Clissie was 
saying that she expected to be at home during the harvest time, she + George ought to 
be able to handle the harvest 'ha ha' that is if they had Eva in the mow tramping it down, 
they wouldn't have to pitch it very high. I was [repetition:was] near forgetting to 
acknowledge your parcel sent July 19th. it was very nice, I have been very lucky both in 
getting letters + parcels think I have got pretty near every one except when we were 
transferred to the 13th. got Clissies parcel containing [crossed out:the] a nice pair of 
white socks, you people are certainly good in sending parcels + money, the money is far 
handier for you + really better for me, as lately we have been billeted in some very nice 
 
(3) 
little towns where we can get chips + eggs I tell you they go good but as you may know 
they are a pretty high price. Heard there was a draft from the 207th. landed in France. I 
was glad to hear of the crops being good around home, what we see of them over here 
they are good, France is a splendid looking country in the summer. Excuse writing as I 
am half lying down receiving light from a candle. 
 
With Love To All. 
Your Son Sefton.  
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August 18, 1917 
Artefact Number: D2021.1.1.12a,b 
 
[Page 1 of 2] 
On Active Service 
Y.M.C.A. 
WITH THE BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 
France, Aug.18/17. 
Dear Mother: 
Just a few lines to let you know everything is OK. as I suppose you have heard of the 
scrap the Canadians had the last few days. Today I got a letter from Grandpa which was 
the only mail I got this time, but wasn’t expecting any from home [crossed out: as] for 
awhile yet. Did you get my letter sent a couple of days ago telling of receiving the 
money + parcel? Two of my chums [Gatton], + Andrew [Hirsch] from Carp, they were 
reported missing first but I afterwards heard they went 
 
[Page 2 of 2] 
through the dressing station which I was very glad to hear. [Gatton] is from Montreal as I 
think I told you before was also a friend of Ervie’s + Sid’s. You mind the Armstrong boy 
was at our place now killed well his brother I think was killed they certainly had hard 
luck. We made old Fritz [step] a few got quite a few souvenirs wish I could get some 
home, of course this wasn’t as big affair as the ninth just [area of loss] took part in this. I 
guess Pa + George have busy this month at the harvest. Will write soon again. 
With Love To All 
Sefton.  
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August 28, 1917 
Artefact Number: D2021.1.1.32a-c 
 
Y.M.C.A. 
AND 
CANADIAN WAR CONTINGENT 
ASSOCIATION 
WITH THE CANADIAN FORCES 
 
France, 
Aug. [abbreviated: August] 28th. 1917 
 
Dear Mother: 
 
Rec’d [abbreviated: received] your parcel of July 4th. Containing the underwear, razor 
blades, + eatables.(thanks very much) the underwear is sure nice for a change if it 
would only stay clean. I think I answered your last letter which was written about July 
5th, wrote to Clystal the other day, forget whether it was your last letter or second last 
that the five dollars was, but am pretty sure I acknowledge [spelling error: 
acknowledged] it. 
 
Had word from Austin Dilworth, Earl Nixon + from G. Mills. 
 
(2) 
Earl told me of poor Eddy Bird being dead, hadn’t heard before, that is pretty hard luck, 
he was always such a jolly fellow, think he was in the 12th Brigade Trench mortar, 
hadn’t seen him for a long time One of the lads from Carp was sent a Review which 
gave an account of his death. 
 
There has been quite a few lads from Carp wounded + killed lately, there is a couple 
that should soon arrive home Johnston + Millar. I had a letter from Ervie the other day + 
he was O.K. but has never got any of my letters. what ever is the reason, is always 
 
(3) 
giving me the mischief for not writing, am not getting any word from Earl don’t know why 
but people say he is not getting his mail from home, that is very sad about Carrie’s 
husband. Everybody is getting a car around Rich, [abbreviated: Richmond] G Mills was 
telling me of W. Bigford I think it is having one + also I bellie [spelling error: believe] 
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Graham, all our cousin’s [spelling error: cousins] [crossed out: are] will soon be supplied 
with one, “Herb Eadie” I suppose will have one soon, its [spelling error: it’s] a wonder 
 
(4) 
you people don’t get one I will soon have enough money sent home to buy a little 
“run-about” ha ha! I guess it was save Nellie + Dimple together with that wonderful 
rubber tire buggy, with the “invisible gear”. 
I do hope Georg [abbreviated: George] gets his entrance this year, Evyleen is doing fine 
eh! Am sure Norma + Ivy have grown quite a bit since I left. Grandpa has gone back up 
north thought he was going to live down in Rich. [abbreviated: Richmond] think it would 
much nicer for both him + yourself. 
 
(5) 
The weather has been very warm the last while also some very heavy showers was up 
the line the other day for a short time, we expict [spelling error: expect] to go in anytime 
now. I heard Eric + N. Brown were in a draft for the P.P.C.L.I. [abbreviated: Princess 
Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry] Cholin Sinclair [spelling error: Colin Sinclair] is with 
them, think he has commission now. Alywin is also over in Eng. [abbreviated: England] 
his dad will able to see him. Should write oftener but it is so hard to get down to it over 
here. 
 
With Love To All. 
Sefton. 
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September 7, 1917 
Artefact Number: D2021.1.1.27a,b 
 
[Front of Envelope] 
BRITISH ARMY & NAVY LEAVE CLUB - PARIS 
O.F.S. 
[Post mark] ARMY POST OFFICE S 5 [illegible] 7 SP 17 [abbreviated: 7 September, 
1917] 
Mrs. Jas. Stewart. 
Richmond, Ont. [abbreviated: Ontario] 
Canada. 
[Post mark] [illegible] FIELD CENSOR 8481 
"Via Ottawa" 
 
[Back of Envelope] 
[Post mark] RIC [RICHMOND] SP 25 17 [abbreviated: September 25, 1917] ONT 
[abbreviated: ONTARIO] 
 
[Page 1 of 2] 
BRITISH ARMY & NAVY LEAVE CLUB - PARIS 
France, Sept. 7th, 1917 [abbreviated: September 7, 1917] 
 
Dear Mother:- 
Just a few lines to let you know everything is OK. hoping you are all the same at home, 
am now in Paris enjoying myself to the highest extent I tell you it is a fine city or "Fr." 
[abbreviated: French] "tres bon" [French meaning: very good] You can't imagine what it 
is like until visiting it. 
I suppose there is some mail awaiting me at Batt. [abbreviated: Battalion] H.Q. 
[abbreviated: headquarters]. I think I answered your last letter just before leaving. It is 
now Sept. [abbreviated: September] school will have started once more, wonder what 
teachers they will have this year. George will want to stick to school as much as 
possible if he knows what is good for him. guess the people are all through with the 
harvest, had they much rain this year? There 
 
(2) has been quite a bit of rain here this fall, which is going hard on the grain which is 
lying out there being such little help. 
Well mother you would never know there was a war on here, so we have forgotten all 
about it for the ten days. was going to cable for a little money but there was little 
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satisfactory as some of the lads had been waiting ten & twelve days, however we are 
having a good time as we are. Is George taking the horses to the fair this year, how is 
Pa's leg was it hurt badly? Excuse short letters, have seen so much, don't know what to 
write. 
With Best Love To All. 
Sefton.  
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September 30, 1917 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.33a,b 
 
France. 
Sept. 30/17. 
 
Dear Mother; 
Read your letter of Aug 17th. being glad to hear of you all being well, got a lot of mail 
which had been waiting for me in the Bath’s hands a card + letter from Cissie + also a 
letter from Earl Dobson being very much surprised, was just going to write him a few 
days as Cissie had sent me his address. 
Am now [crossed out: two] over two weeks back from leave + have once more got down 
to soldiering as it is pretty hard after living a short while a civilized life. The Rich. + 
Ottawa fairs are over again for this year eh! wonder how 
 
(2) 
George got along with the horses, you told me in your last letter of sending down the 
entries, hope he did as good as last year, after the fairs he will want to get down to 
school again I regretted very much to hear of Ilara Meridith being killed she was such a 
very smart + nice girl, am sure it must have been a awful shock to her people + 
surrounding country. Sam MacFee’s brother is back from Blighty was over a year there, 
didn’t get along time of it, was one of the first of he 73rd. to get wounded, was only a 
bullet through the calf of the leg but some how or other it took a long time 
 
(3) 
to heal up, there was alot of the other lads came back in the same draft, they all had 
been with Ernie in Eng. must write him again my letters never seem to reach some were 
returned that I wrote about three months ago. Earl doesint [spelling error: doesn’t] think 
he ever be fit for active service again. 
They are not sending them over to France under nineteen now, so Ernie will be Jake for 
quite a while yet, + am glad to see him over there of course I would like his company, 
but he has done his bit anyway, the lads say he was angry for not getting away, but I 
know 
 
(4) 
that’s the kind of a lad he is wants to be with the lads. + thinks he is not doing his bit. 
Macfee noticed a awful change in me thinks [crossed out: half] as I have got a lot 
stouter but can hardly see where I picked it up, but I guess there is a little difference. 
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Did you the pictures I sent? Forgot to tell of receiving the [crossed out: 8] 5 in your letter 
it was registered, + also a box I got a few days ago, containing the white sox + under 
wear they are certainly very nice if they would only stay that clean. Must close for now 
with love to all. Sefton; 
“Excuse writing”  
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October 10, 1917 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.32a,b 
 
Y.M.C.A. AND CANADIAN WAR CONTINGENT ASSOCIATION WITH THE CANADIAN 
FORCES. France, Oct. 10th, 1917 
 
Dear Mother: 
Rec’d [Contraction: received] your letters of Sept 5th. + 13th. containing two + five dollar 
[crossed out: s] bills which I was very thankful of receiving, got the one written Sept. 5th. 
a few days ago, also one from Clissie Sept. 15th. told how George did with the horses 
at the Ottawa fair, not quite as good as last year but still that was good, because there is 
always such strong competition there. I am sure he + Frank Tierney would enjoy 
themselves, had 
 
(2) 
Frank many horses down this year? 
That was very sad news of Andy McCoy’s death he died very suddenly eh! Was always 
such a healthy man, there McCoy’s had bad luck this summer Edith also went fast. Well 
the exhibitions are once more over for this year, wonder what kind of weather they had 
for [crossed out: the] Richmond, as a rule it mostly rains, the wet weather will be setting 
for the fall pretty soon. Did I tell you in my other letter of getting word from Earl Dobson, 
he had got my address 
 
(3) 
From Clissie, is about the same as ever, but doesn’t think he will be ever fit for active 
service, by all accounts he must of never got any of my mail, nor Ervie either don’t know 
the reason, have been wonder-ing [hyphenated: wondering] if any of the 207th lads 
have come over yet. In refer-ence [hyphenated: reference] to the chocolate Irene sent I 
only got [crossed out: one] the one box. We are now billeted in an old brewery recently 
captured from Fritz, that in the basements, being protected by the ruins over head. Love 
To All, Sefton. 
P.S. I haven’t rec’d [contraction: received] your box sent same time as letters always 
take them longer.  
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October 30, 1917 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.44a-c 
 
France, 
October 30th, 1917 
 
Dear Clissie:- 
Suppose you have been expecting a letter for some time, received your welcomed letter 
of September 26th, being glad to learn of you getting the Lockett [spelling error: locket] 
of picturs [spelling error: pictures] OK. you know I got Paris engraved on the back 
thinking it would be nice. Mother got the pictures too. you people think I have gotten 
stouter, well I really think I have myself, + the lads that came back from Blighty say the 
same, but its hard for me to see where I picked it up, well I guess that’s enough talk on 
live stock, eh!! 
We have been out of the line a few days expect to move any time, which is mostly 
undecided until the last minute, the weather is 
 
(2) 
becoming cold + miserable once more, by all accounts you people had a very dry 
summer. I had word from Erv. [abbreviated: Ervie] Brown + Earl Dobson in Eng. 
[abbreviation: England] they are both doing fine, Earl was still in hospital in London but 
was expecting to go to convalescent camp any time, Ervie is in with the rest of the lads 
who are under age, + doesn’t seem to like it, but he doesn’t know when he is lucky, he 
is no boy to look at I am sure the lads that saw him over there tell me he is getting very 
stout + big. he is always giving me the [indecipherable] for not writing well I have 
answered all his letters + he hasn’t got one yet, some were sent backstamp location 
unknown but will try once more. 
 
(3) 
George did good with the horses eh! was glad to hear how he got along, am sure he + 
Frank had some time at it. Herb seems to be giving you the full benefit of the car, in 
every letter you write you mention of either going up home in the car yesterday or will be 
tomorrow, it’s a wonder they didn’t get up home eh! everybody have them now Well the 
conscription must be getting some of the lads wind up, can imagine how dad will be 
speaking of the poor Eadie lads. Told you on my other letter of not getting the five 
dollars in that letters think you forgot to put it in but perhaps not. Excuse me writing 
“have runout of ink” Best Love 
Sefton.  
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December 18, 1917 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.34a,b 
 
Y.M.C.A. 
AND 
CANADIAN WAR CONTINGENT 
ASSOCIATION WITH THE CANADIAN FORCES. 
 
France 
December 18th, 1917 
 
Dear Mother, 
Just a few lines to let you know everything is going OK. rec'd your parcel the other night, 
forget the date, but in it was a little parcel from Sadie Bennett. it was nice of her. is she 
still working in Lewis? 
Well Suppose the weather is quite frosty in Canada now, we have had a slight fall of 
snow + is keeping frosty, clearing us pretty well of the mud. Told you in my other letter of 
sending a souvenir (a cushion cover) + a little knife which I found in the suburbs of lens, 
you know I can’t give much explanation about it, but it has been a good knife in its "day" 
like the surroundings that I found it in. its really too bad to think of the destruction of 
these places. everything is [Crossed out: there] seen as the inhabitants [Crossed out: 
lef] cleared out, only all broken + scattered in all shapes, troops make use of the cellars 
as billets, as it happens there is often a old chair or furniture of some kind which has 
escaped, + is brought down in the cellar. It may be one of those big armed cushion 
chairs, + which a fellow comes in very tired + flops down in it passing the expression “is 
there a war on”. are now in reserve line. 
 
Love to all, 
Sefton  
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December 26, 1917 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.19a,b 
 
France, Dec. 26th 1917  
 
Dear Mother. 
- Rec'd [abbreviation: received] your letter of Nov. 15th a few days ago, you addressed it 
to the 73rd. therefore it was over a month on the road, was certainly surprised to hear of 
Clissie being married, haven't had word from her for some time, the marriage by what 
you say was very quiet also got a parcel dated Nov. 12th. the mail seems to be coming 
very slowly. At present there is about two or three inches of snow on the ground, has 
been storming back + forward the last week or so for a while there we had it quite frosty 
+ dry. I told you of seeing Paul Fox some time ago, well [crossed out: illegible] I saw 
Willie Brown a few nights was only speaking to him a few minutes is in the P.P.C.L.I's 
[abbreviated: Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry] they were releaving [spelling 
error: relieving] us in the trenches was on the look out for him as he had written me just 
after he arrived in France telling me he was going to the P.P.s [abbreviated: Princess 
Patricia's] just by luck happ [abbreviated: happen] to run across, it was after night I 
knew his voice but he didn't know me at first, suppose it was on account of not 
expecting me. well we had a very enjoyable xmas [abbreviation: Christmas] under the 
circumstances, our dinner consisted of a little turkey good ham + potatoes of course the 
Batt [abbreviated: Battalion] bought this themselves, you will have to excuse my writing 
as my hands are almost numb from the cold. I expect you have good sleighing + skating 
around old Richmond, how is George + the rest of them doing at school will be having 
their holidays now.  
 
"With love to all." Sefton. 
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