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June 18, 1916 
Artefact Number: 2014.7.33.14a-d 
 
[Envelope Front]   
[Post mark illegible]   
[Postage stamp scrap only]   
Mr.  George Stewart, Richmond, Ont. [abbreviated:  Ontario]   
 
[Envelope Back]  
[Blank]   
 
[Page 1 of 3]   
Moncton New Brunswick June 18th   
Dear Brother,   
We are getting along fine, but are running slow will reach Halifax about Mon. 
[abbreviated:  Monday] noon  The country is very rough and thickly wooded but there is 
certainly some great sights.  This line crossed the St. Lawrence and runs along side of it 
for quite aways.  We saw some of the Thousand Islands.  This evening there was a big 
moose standing with his head up in the air along side the track.   
 
[Page 2 of 3]   
(2)  
We didn't take notice to you people in the parade there was such a large crowd, but saw 
a great many other people we knew.  I sent mother and Clystal a couple of cards each 
from the different stations along the line, we threw them out to the people to post.  It 
started to rain this morning and has been raining all day, which will go very hard on the 
farmers, the crops are not any more advanced than around Rich [abbreviated:  
Richmond]  We have passed a few fru [fruit] orchards, and gone through mountains.  
The car is  
 
[Page 3 of 3]   
(3)  
is rocking a lot making hard to write,  We have already moved our watches on a hour, 
passed through New Castle wasn't that where Grampa lived  It is now about eleven 
o'clock am getting sleepy intend to post this at Monction [spelling error Moncton] if I see 
anybody  After we sail you needn't expect any mail for over a couple of weeks because 
they say they hold the mail  Will write at Halifax.  Best Love Sefton." 

 
 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
contact info@goulbournmuseum.ca. Transcriptions were compiled by Goulbourn Museum staff and 
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June 19, 1916 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.70 
 
[Front of Postcard] 
CANADIAN PACIFIC OCEAN SERVICES, LTD., T.S.S. “MISSANABIE” AND 
“METAGAMA,” 
New “one-class cabin” service carrying only cabin and third-class passengers. 
 
[Back of Postcard] 
POST CARD. 
MONTREAL. P.O. [abbreviated: post office] 1916 
JUL [abbreviated: July] 27 3 - PM 
This space is for Communication only. 
Halifax N.B. [abbreviated: New Brunswick]​
 
June 19th 
Dear Mother 
arrived here 11a.m. this is the picture of our boat. We didn’t see much of Hal. 
[abbreviated: Halifax] yet. Our other train hasn’t arrived but is expected soon. 
Everything seems strange but will get used to it. 
Best. Love Sefton. 
For Address only. 
Mrs. J. [abbreviated: James] Stewart. 
Richmond 
Ont. [abbreviated: Ontario]  

 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
contact info@goulbournmuseum.ca. Transcriptions were compiled by Goulbourn Museum staff and 
volunteers as part of the Archiving Goulbourn project. 
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July 2, 1916 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.7a_c 
 
For God, For King & For Country 
Y.M.C.A. Y . M . C . A Y.M.C.A. 
PATRON H.M. FORCES ON ACTIVE SERVICE PATRON 
Y.M.C.A NATIONAL COUNCIL MILITARY CAMP DEPT 
H.M. THE KING. H.R.H. DUKE OF CONNAUGHT. 
 
Reply to __________ Company ________ Bat. __________ Regt 
Stationed at Bramshott Camp July 2, 1916 
England 
 
Dear Mother: - 
 
How is everybody as for me I am quite well there are so many things to tell I don’t know 
what to tell first wrote two letters on ship but didn’t get posting them, because it was 
reported no letters to be mailed within four days after our arrival. Did you get the cable 
gram we sent? We had a very good trip, the weather being fine, except the first two 
days which were foggy. A great many were sick, Sid and Arthur were sick for half a day, 
but we were all dizzy at first. Left Halifax Tues. morning, arrived in Eng. Thurs 28th. Our 
ship, the Missanabie, Empress of Britain and the Drake a man-of-war sailed together 
saw quite a few ships, the Drake guarded them off to find their nationality, the water was 
very calm, so we saw a lot of large fish.​
 
(2) 
Did you and Clystal receive the postcards I sent on our way down to Halifax + also 
George’s letter. From Ottawa to Hal. there are some fine sights but is also a awful lot of 
bush. Went straight from train to ship therefore didn’t see much of Hal. but it doesn’t 
seem much of a place. Came into Liverpool Harbour Thurs. night, it is a very large 
harbour being crowded with ships. From Liverpool to Bramshott Camp it is a bushy 
country divided up here and there with farms cultivated mostly by women. Stopped off in 
Bermingham [spelling error: Birmingham] Station which is a very busy place. got off at 
Liphoule Station marched from there to Bramshott Camp which is about two miles, this 
camp is so large you would easily get lost, there being about 40,000 troops stationed 
here. Saw Percy Foster out of the 89th + Michael Fox out of the 38th both being very 
glad to see us. We are crowded in about fifteen in each tent, making it very hard to 
move around, the accomodations [spelling error: accommodations] are yet poor but are 
 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
contact info@goulbournmuseum.ca. Transcriptions were compiled by Goulbourn Museum staff and 
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getting things fix up as soon as possible, the first few days we had to march a mile + a 
half for dinner. Each Battalion has to fix up their own​
 
(3) 
necessities, as there are Battalions coming in every few days keeping the transport 
wagons busy. these are mostly drawn by two pair of mules some by horses. these are a 
large size of mules looking like horses, there is also a fine class of horses in Eng. being 
driven tandem style, besides there very small carts drawn by ponies or donkeys, fine 
roads all through the country, in the cities the streets are very narrow and buildings very 
low. On the 1st July there was an inspection of all these troops by the king at Hinhead 
[spelling error: Hindhead] eight miles from our camp. A. Co. of the 77 went as a guard 
being the first time to see the king, it was some thing wonderful to see such a gathering 
of troops, there was a lot of fine horses in the artillery. It took them all afternoon to move 
off the grounds Batt. After Batt. The drill is mostly with packs on, and a great​
 
(4) 
many men fell out, that is of the Battalions that were inspected. They drill every day 
except Sunday and often they drill Sunday, as yet I don’t know whether the 77th will or 
not. The second day we were here there was an inspection by Lord Brooks Commander 
of this Camp a lot of the Battalions were divided, but we haven’t been yet. On ship we 
only a little physical drill in the mornings, on our ship there was 18,000 soldiers, a 
person never would imagine all the work + machinery there is about a ship. There was 
four sittings each meal there being accommodations for 4500 each sitting. The weather 
is very changeable raining frequently, our first night in camp it rained all night, we are 
surrounded by villages two and three miles away, there are some deep valleys giving a 
fine view of the country. The north coast of Ireland was our first sight of land which we 
were all anxious to see, the rocky coast is all divided off in small patches the grass is 
very green. When we came into the dangerous zone we were met by [crossed out: a] 3 
torpedo destroyers a long low little boat, but has very high speed, these stopped 
[crossed out: us] with us until we reach England. (these belonged to Britain)​
 
(5) 
We are told that after we are here a few weeks we will get a pass of six days to go 
where we like, London is only about 42 miles from here. The engines and cars are 
different to the Canadian one, cars are small + light, but travel at a great speed, making 
it very rough. I guess I will write all afternoon as it is our only time, but will have to take 
in some of the sports which are going on, must write to Clystal. Canadian mail goes 
Mon. + Thurs. 
Best love to all 
 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
contact info@goulbournmuseum.ca. Transcriptions were compiled by Goulbourn Museum staff and 
volunteers as part of the Archiving Goulbourn project. 
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Sefton 
 
Pte. Sefton Stewart 
77 Battalion 
A Co. No 1 Platoon 
Bramshott Camp. 
 
C/O. Army Post Office London England.  

 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
contact info@goulbournmuseum.ca. Transcriptions were compiled by Goulbourn Museum staff and 
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July 3, 1916 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.28​
​
Bramshott Camp 
England 
July 3rd 
 
Dear Mother – 
Mailed you a letter July 2nd. but didn’t know our present condition, we are now 
transferred into the 73 Battalion these are Highlanders, so we will have to put on the 
kilts. This is looked upon as the best Batt. [abbreviated: Battalion] that ever left Canada, 
all the 77 is being broken up too [area of loss] 
 
(2) 
I guess he will stop in. Some fine big men out of the 77 have been turned down for the 
slightest drawback such as weak heart or eyes. We were sorry for Arthur, but we tried 
our best to get him with us, this battalion expects to leave for the front soon, before this 
they have been sending drafts. There [crossed out: is] are strings of buildings similar to 
those of the Ott. [abbreviated: Ottawa] exhibition and we are now in one of these which 
is much better than tents. Tomorrow we expect to go to the range to shoot for about a 
week. Sunday evening we went over to Hazlemere a nice 
 
(3) 
little town in a motor, the roads seem very strange, they are good but very narrow and 
both sides lined with hedge or bushes. I told you about the other sports in my other 
letter in the evening in the horse jumping a [spelling error: an] officer got a bad fall the 
horse coming on top of him, but wasn’t badly hurt. It is now getting late and want to post 
this tonight to go in the morning 
 
Best love to all 
Sefton 

 

 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
contact info@goulbournmuseum.ca. Transcriptions were compiled by Goulbourn Museum staff and 
volunteers as part of the Archiving Goulbourn project. 
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July 11, 1916 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.92​
​
[Postcard front] 
4498. 
Apple Pie Camp, Longmoor. 
F. C. Rump. Liss. 
 
[Postcard back] 
Post Card BRITISH MANUFACTURE 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Longmoor July 11th [abbreviated: July 11, 1916] 
Dear George This is a picture of one of the camps at Longmoor, where we are now 
shooting, expect to get through here this week and then go back to Bramshott How are 
you getting along at hay? 
Sefton. 
 
ADDRESS ONLY 
[Postage stamp: British 1 penny stamp] 
[Post mark] LONGMOOR CAMP EAST LISS S.O. HANTS [abbreviated: Hampshire] 
5.30 PM 12 JY 16 [abbreviated: 12 July, 1916] 
Mr. George. Stewart. 
Richmond. Ont. [abbreviated: Ontario] 
Canada.  

 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
contact info@goulbournmuseum.ca. Transcriptions were compiled by Goulbourn Museum staff and 
volunteers as part of the Archiving Goulbourn project. 
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July 16, 1916 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.49 
 
(1) 
Longmoor Camp 
July 16th 
 
Dear Mother. 
Received your letter together with Clystal's on 13th. being very glad to hear from 
Richmond. I think Clystal's card must of [Spelling error: have] been delayed at Halifax, 
as she put on it the Army P.D. Halifax. We are still at Longmoor shooting, expect to be 
through here tomorrow, will then go back to Bramshott. There has been four or five 
Battalions stationed here for the last two weeks, there being ranges all around. It is now 
raining so I am down on the floor of the tent trying to write, got up from the range just 
before the heavy rain, we shoot one day in the morning the next in the afternoon. 
Yesterday evening we went down to Liss a very nice little town, about three miles walk, 
but the road is smooth as a bottle, saw some very nice old fashioned houses, just as 
you would see them in a storybook. Saw a man cutting hay for the first time with a 
mower, and a fine team of horses, but the work is mostly done by old men. We went into 
a restaurant for our supper, and got some mutton chops which 
 
[page missing]  

 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
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July 23, 1916 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.40  
 
London, 1916 July 23. 
Telegram: 
"Anchorable, Watloo, London." 
Telephone: 3511, HOP 
Stations:-L.&S. W.R. Waterloo 
S.K.&C.R Waterloo 
Junction. 
 
Dear Mother:- 
Received your letter a few days ago together with Clystal's. We had got back from 
Songmoor on Thursday, have now got the kilts on, seem very good for marching. When 
we were out on the parade ground one morning who did we see but Rev. [abbreviation: 
Reverend] Stacey who used to preach at Bell's Corners, I didn't know him, but he was 
talking to a few boys from Westboro and Earl recognized him.​
(2) 
He is now Colonel, came over here as lieutenant, he is in command of all the Canadian 
Chaplins. The weather has been very warm here lately. As I suppose it is in Canada. 
How is Pa and George getting along at the hay, the harvest will be starting by the time 
this reaches you. We are now down at London on a week end, were out to Hyde Park 
yesterday there being an endless crowd of people, on account of the women's parade 
who are working in aid of the war. London is a awful size, we got off at Watterloo 
[spelling error: Waterloo] Station 
(3) 
and are stopping at the Union Jack Club for soldiers. It is wonderful the soldiers coming 
in and out of London. Some came from the trenches to this Club, bringing with them 
their whole equipment. The traffic is something awful now large trucks drawing 
provisions for soldiers and motors of all kinds, there are some very nice horses here, 
driven in carts. We were on one of those omnibuses it is funny riding rig, won't take 
much time to write now as I want to see the city having to go 
back to Bramshott tonight. Have you received my a check of my wages yet? You stated 
in your letter that M. Fox and Alywin were wounded. I don't know about Alywin but 
Michael is at Bramshott yet in the 38ths. I was speaking to Percy Foster the other night. 
​
Best Love To All 
Sefton.  
 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
contact info@goulbournmuseum.ca. Transcriptions were compiled by Goulbourn Museum staff and 
volunteers as part of the Archiving Goulbourn project. 
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August 13, 1916 
Artefact Number: D2021.1.1.33a,b 
 
[Page 1 of 2] 
Y.M.C.A. 
On Active Service 
WITH THE BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 
Address Reply to: 
 
Some Where In 
France Aug. [abbreviated: August] 13th 
 
Dear Mother 
 
Arrived in France early this morning, everybody being happy and well. We are not 
allowed to give definite telling where we are, have seen some of the French soldiers, 
their dress and military character being much different to that of ours. The weather is 
similar to that of England, which is very warm. We were only a short while coming 
across, but were very much crowded. I suppose you people will be worrying 
 
[Page 2 of 2] 
which is needless, we are all in as good as spirits as ever. Will write again when I know 
more about what news to give. 
 
Best Love To All 
Sefton. 
 
add. Pte. [abbreviated: Private] Sefton Stewart. 
A Co. [abbreviated: Company] 73rd. Batt. 
France 
c/o [abbreviated: care of] Army Post Office London 
England. 
 
No. [abbreviated: Number] 145820. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
contact info@goulbournmuseum.ca. Transcriptions were compiled by Goulbourn Museum staff and 
volunteers as part of the Archiving Goulbourn project. 
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August 20, 1916 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.4a,b 
 
SomeWhere [crossed out: In Belgium] 
Aug 20/16 
Dear Mother -- 
Just a few lines to let you know we are all well, hoping you are all the same. Did you 
receive my letter written shortly after we arrived in France! Stopped in France a few 
days, and then came right through to Belgium. France + Belg. [abbreviated: Belgium] 
are more like Canada than England, the crops being splendid. 
You already know that they are very particular about any information given, making it 
hard what to say. The airships are continually flying over our heads, it is certainly great 
to see how they can handle them, quite often shells are to be seen bursting all around 
one, from a distance they seem close, but they​
 
(2) 
possibly be very close, when not doing any harm. It is said the Germans are very done 
out on this front, but are causing quite an excitment [spelling error excitement] yet. Our 
camp is surrounded by Belgium crops and houses, the Belgians are somewhat like the 
French, except for their round face. I forgot to tell in my other letter of receiving a cake 
when in Bramshott, but didn't know whether it was from you or Clystal, anyway the box 
was all broken up together with the cake, but we certainly enjoyed it. One thing missing 
most now is money not being paid for about a month + and only getting one franc or 
twenty cents per day. Some of the other fellows have gotten word of different parcels 
which were sent, but haven't received them yet, a parcel mostly takes about a week 
longer than a letter.​
 
(3) 
The other evening we were very much surprised in seeing Roy Tubman and Tom 
Touchette, a son of Mrs. Rob Hills. Toy looks fine, he has been over here ten months, 
and says has certainly been very lucky, having some close calls, Touchette knew quite a 
few of the boys on account of coming over in the 77th draft. I haven't yet got a envolope 
[spelling error: envelope] for this letter, which is a very scarce article here. The Germans 
seem to know every move, having up on a sign board "Welcome 73rd". The British 
artillery seems to be landing over the shells much thicker than the Germans. We were 
told Alvin Danby was quite close to our camp but first moved away a day​
 
 
 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
contact info@goulbournmuseum.ca. Transcriptions were compiled by Goulbourn Museum staff and 
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(4) 
we came in. How is Pa and George getting along at the harveset [spelling error 
harvest], I suppose they have it almost finished by this time. I guess George and Irene 
throws on while Eva moves back. You will want to get Clystal up for the potatoe [spelling 
error: potato] season. 
How is the 207th getting along recruiting, I don't think Channon Hall would be able to 
stand it over here. We feel very bad for poor Arthur being separated from us, but the 
last time I saw him was in Bramshott, he was then looking fine, it is said their quarters is 
about a mile over from us. One companion we always have is our gas helmet, in fact we 
carry two all the time. School will soon be starting again, George will want to start as 
soon as possible.​
 
Best Love To All 
Sefton 
P.S. Same add. 
To Army P.D. London. Eng.  

 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
contact info@goulbournmuseum.ca. Transcriptions were compiled by Goulbourn Museum staff and 
volunteers as part of the Archiving Goulbourn project. 
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August 24, 1916 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.31a_c  
 
Some Where [redacted] 
Aug 24/16. [abbreviated: August 24, 1916] 
Dear Mother ~ 
Received two of your letters today, one from George, and one from Clystal. The mail is 
delayed some on account of being [crossed out] our battalion being divided, however it 
is hard to make good connections from Can. [abbreviated: Canada] to Belgium. 
I suppose you people when receiving my other letter will be surprised to hear of our fast 
travelling. The rest of the boys are all well, but we haven’t seen poor Arthur for about 
two weeks, hoping he is getting along fine. It is certainly interesting to travel over this 
country, seeing the fine property all in destruction. The Belgians seem a very quiet 
friendly race of people, there being a few houses containing families back at our camp. 
Today Earl received some money from home, which was certainly a treat to us, not 
being paid within almost a month’s time. They have [crossed out: indecipherable] 
M.G.C’s [abbreviated: Machine Gun Corps] back of the firing line in dug outs, which was 
our first point of view.​
 
(2) 
Here we purchased quite a few eatables along with the writing paper, which has been a 
great scarcity this last while. It is very hard now to write regularly, not knowing where 
you are going to be or at what the next day, so you will bear the circumstances in mind. 
I suppose you have already heard of the casualities [spelling error: casualties] out of the 
73rd. these were out of the other companies who are separated from us. They were 
coming out of the trenches being green on the job got shelled. A Co. [abbreviated: 
Alpha Company] is now out with a working party taking supplies up to the trenches and 
repairing, of course all this is done during night. When you get in to the dugout it is 
something like a little underground world everything being up to date. We are now 
getting used to the reports of the big guns, which seemed wild at first. 
How are they getting along at the harvest, you had a very good hay crop it must of 
[spelling error: have] been very heavy, that is a good idea working together with _____ 
[word cut off] 
​
(3) 
By all reports there has been a great many accidents in connection with the hay fields 
around the country, seemingly it about as safe here as around Richmond. Did I tell you 
in my other letter about seeing Roy Tubman and Tom Touchette, I hardly know whether I 
 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
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am telling the same thing over again in my letters. The weather lately hasn’t been nearly 
as warm, by your letters it is very warm in Can. [abbreviated: Canada]. I have a good 
many other letters to answer, which I find hard to keep even with. Tonight I am not out. 
so am taking the opportunity of writing under the light of a candle. 
With Best Love To All 
Sefton. 
 
P.S: The allies seem to have the best of the Germans, but today they got quite a few 
shells over, not doing much harm. It is thought the war will over about Xmas 
[abbreviated: Christmas]. 
Sefton. 
 

 

 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
contact info@goulbournmuseum.ca. Transcriptions were compiled by Goulbourn Museum staff and 
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August 25, 1916 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.10a,b  
 
Some [redacted] 
Aug. 25/16. 
 
Dear Grandfather 
Received your letter Aug. 23rd. being very much pleased to hear from you. I suppose 
on hearing of us being in Belgium will be a surprise to you. Our visit in England was 
much shorter than I expected, which was only a little over a month. 
I think England is a very nice country, there being all kinds of scenery, together with the 
old memorial buildings. Our camp was at Bramspott [spelling error Bramshott], a very 
nice grounds but backward. After we were there a week we got a weekend pass which 
we used in going to London. This is certainly a fine city, but our time was too short, 
together with our money to see everything. We are now over in France and Belgium 
about two weeks. These countries are more like Canada than England, all throughout 
the country the crops are 
(2) 
fine, the drawback being in getting help to save them. On this front they seem to be 
holding the Germans very well, but things have been quite quiet lately, the other day 
they put over a number of large shells around our quarters, not doing much harm. The 
report of these large guys was hard on the nerves at first but are getting used to it. 
Already there has been five killed and several wounded out of our Battalion. I suppose 
you will think well of the Scottish battalion, we like it very well. 
Have you been down home lately? I think you should go down and keep mother 
company. You are already aware that we can’t give any information that would [crossed 
out: giv] put anyone wise to our situation. It is very hard to get time to do much writing, 
and there are so many to write to. Must close for now be good to yourself. 
 
Best Love 
Sefton 
 
add. [Abbreviated: address] Pte. [Abbreviation: Private] Sefton Stewart 
A Co. 73rd Batt. [Abbreviation: Battalion] 
R.H.C. [Abbreviation: Royal Highlanders of Canada] 
% Army Post Office 
London 
No. 145820 Eng. [Abbreviated: England]  
 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
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September 6, 1916 
Artefact Number: D2021.1.1.34a-c 
 
[Front of Envelope] 
TORONTO. ONT. [abbreviated: Ontario] 
SEP [abbreviated: September] 24 
12-PM 
1916 
FIELD CENSOR 4217 PASSED 
 
Miss Evyleen Stewart, 
Richmond, 
Ont. [abbreviated: Ontario] 
Canada. 
W. Christie 
 
Via Ottawa. 
 
[Back of Envelope] 
Richmond ONT. [abbreviated: Ontario] 
[SP26] 16 
 
[Page 1 of 8] 
Some Where In France. 
Sept. 6/16 
Dear Evyleen 
 
Received your letter quite a while ago but never got answering it. Well how is everybody 
around home, we are all fine. I got a letter from Clystal the other day, in that letter she 
was intending to go to Toronto. I suppose it was for the fair. The mail takes longer now 
to reach us, it being hard to keep track of the different companies. Is George gone down 
to the fair with the horses? I am sure he will 
 
[Page 2 of 8] 
(2) 
have a splendid time, I wrote him about a week ago. 
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By the letters I have gotten Miss Johnston is not coming back to teach, I wonder who is 
taking her place. How is the harvest around Richmond? the crops where there is any 
here are good. You did good to pass your exams also Ivy and [Norma]. 
 
It is very hard to get a chance to write at present, we being in the trenches, the other 
day I sent a field post card to mother, which I thought [bottom of the page cut off] 
 
[Page 3 of 8] 
(3) 
being in France, but will know long before this. Did George find out where we were 
when I spoke of the horses. 
 
Everything is going very good in the trenches at present, but the night we came in it was 
very wet, being mud up over our boots. I hear that Eric is going west that will be a nice 
trip, is their battalion nearly up to strength? The weather has not been warm lately 
especially the nights which are very cool. We haven't seen Arthur for a while we often 
wonder how he is getting along. 
 
[Page 4 of 8] 
(4) 
I am writing this in a dugout, the paper I got from another fellow who paid two francs 
and a half for it, or fifty cents. It is hard to give much news when not being able to tell 
where we are. We have to laugh we hearing of the 207th complaining of how they are 
used. in Ottawa that is only fun for them, which they will find out when over here. We 
certainly do a lot of moving around, being here and there in a few days, [the bottom of 
the page has been cut off] 
 
[Page 5 of 8] 
(5) 
line over. Today I am on guard at head quarters, looking after the traffic, and also being 
on the alert for gas. We have to carry [two] gas helmets together with a steel one which 
we wear all the time when in the trenches. 
 
Sid and Ervie are transferred to C. co. [abbreviated: company] and are now separated 
from us, they are in the batt. [abbreviation: battalion] bombers. will see them after 
coming out of the trenches, when the battalion will again unite together. 
 
[Page 6 of 8] 
(6) 
 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
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Some claims the war will be over shortly, but it is hard to tell. How is Pa getting along he 
will be all right when having the harvest over. I suppose Mr. Pratt and Vaungh [spelling 
error: Vaughn] are spending the time fishing. 
 
This is a very nice country it being dotted all through with nice groves of trees. Does 
Charlie be down often? he, will be lonesome when Eric leaves. I have word from 
Grandpa, a while ago, I wonder if he is going to stay up there again this winter. Well 
Evyleen you will be busy at your lessons for 
 
[Page 7 of 8] 
(7) 
another term, you want to try keep straighter while at them, and also watch Ivy "as she 
is forever at hers." I haven't received any but the one parcel which was sent July 31st, 
they must surely be close. That was a nice box, but after it being so well packed the 
biscuits were all broken up. The other lads are also expecting everyday. 
 
Must close for now 
With Best Love To All 
Sefton. 
 
[Page 8 of 8] 
P.S. Received another parcel which certainly went well, let Dobsons know that Earl got 
the box of tobacco. We can hardly get time to write. 
 
31 
12 
10  
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September 12, 1916 
Artefact Number: D2021.1.1.2a-e 
 
[Front of Envelope] 
Mrs: James. Stewart 
Richmond, West. 
Ontario, Canada. 
 
[Back of Envelope] 
Anderson’s Hotel, 
Melrose, N.B. [abbreviated: New Brunswick] 
 
[Page 1 of 6] 
Y.M.C.A. 
On Active Service 
WITH THE BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 
 
Some Where 
In France 
Sept. 12/16 [abbreviated: September 12, 1916] 
 
Dear Mother 
 
Have at last got started to write, received several letters from around home, but didn’t 
get a chance to answer them, also got the three parcels which are certainly nice to get 
here. 
 
We are now in a camp a piece out of the trenches, were in them for two weeks and are 
going back in Fri [abbreviated: Friday] night I hear, anyway I would just as leave be in 
the trenches as here, because we don’t get any more rest. when out. 
 
(2) 
I am that sleepy at present that I can hardly write, besides it is too dark. You told me in 
your letter that Grandpa came down, well I wrote answered his letter quite a while ago. 
This is certainly a beautiful country it being too bad to have it all cut up as it is. The lads 
are all fine, but I think have gotten somewhat thiner [spelling error: thinner]. 
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Everything is going as well as could be expected, we have had a few more wounded but 
A co. [abbreviated: company] especially has got off lucky. 
 
(3) 
When first intering [spelling error: entering] the trenches which was one Sunday night, it 
was very wet, making everything miserable, but when the weather is suitable it is all 
right. It is something awful the work that has to be put on a trench to keep it in proper 
condition. It is thought by some of the people the war will be over by Xmas [abbreviated: 
Christmas], but it is hard to say, I suppose you were surprised when hearing of us being 
in France, this is the only address we are allowed to give, our own officers are now 
censoring the letters. 
 
(4) 
Got word from Clystal a while ago saying she intended to go to Toronto, but afterwards 
she said she had changed her mind. I guess George is now enjoying himself at the 
Ottawa fair, I hope he does well with the horses did Frank Tierney go down this year. 
 
In a letter which I received from you this evening you mentioned us being in France, you 
don’t want to worry as there is no use or need for it, we are just as well here as any 
where [spelling error: anywhere] else. 
 
(5) 
How did Da and George get along at the harvest, I suppose it wasn’t quite as heavy as 
the hay crop, but Clystal me of you getting 1st. [abbreviated: first] prize on the six acre 
field, that was fine. Did you ever receive my old 77 [illegible] badges that I sent from 
Bramshott. School will now be started again Evyleen will be at work again, George will 
want to start as soon as possible. You never heard what Batt. [abbreviated: Battery] 
Hugh Ramesay was in. I would like to meet him. 
 
(6) 
Today we were issued with the new lee-enfield rifle, which is much better and handier 
than the big e Ross [abbreviated: Model E Ross Rifle]. I hear Eric Neelin and a few 
other of the lads have gone west, he is a lucky lad, how is the 207th getting along? I 
expect they will send a draft order soon. How is Charlie making it go? We are soon 
getting issued with trousers I hear, are now wearing our fatigue pants. Will write soon 
again. 
Best Love To All 
Sefton.  

 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
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September 22, 1916 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.8a-f  
 
ON ACTIVE SERVICE 
[ YMCA LOGO ] WITH THE BRITISH 
EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 
Some Where. 
In France 
Sept. 22/16 
 
Dear mother 
Received your letter written Sept. [abbreviated: September] 5th the other day being very 
glad to hear from you all. I haven't got writing for over a week I suppose you will be 
expecting a letter this last while. Today I got letters from Clystal, Jonathan, and Austin 
Dilworth , we certainly appreciate news when in the trenches. 
All the boys are fine excepting Earl, who has a little sick this last few days, which I think 
is the cold. 
 
(2) 
In your letters you mentioned of not hearing about the parcels you sent, well I told you 
of receiving three of yours and one from Clystal which contained one pair of socks. 
I suppose George is back from the fair, if he went I hope he made out good, anyway it 
would be good time for him. I am writing this in a dugout on my knees. By the time you 
receive this letter the Rich. [abbreviated: Richmond] fair will be over, hoping there is fine 
weather for it. It has been very wet here lately making the trenches very muddy and 
miserable. 
 
(3) 
The mail sent to the front receives very poor attention lately , but a person is pretty sure 
of getting it through time, those parcels must be lying around somewhere close. 
We are now unable to send mail regularly as we were before because it may be left 
around our quarters before getting the chance of sending it out, besides this as you 
know it has to be censored by our own officers. How did Pa and George get along with 
the grain, there must of [spelling error: have] been a splendid crop on the six acres. 
They are now holding the Germans down very good 
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(4) 
but they are sure hardy guys. There is great talk of the war being over by XMas 
[abbreviated: Christmas], so they are rushing things at all points. Did you ever get that 
letter headed with Belgium which I sent when first landed here not knowing we weren't 
allowed to give this heading , by Clystal's letter this morning she knew of being in 
Belgium. In a few days we are to move to another front not knowing just where. 
By the news we get here the 207th intends to come over in Oct. [abbreviated: October] I 
expect if this is so it will be a draft. 
 
(5) 
I am sure Eric would have a splendid trip West together with the other Rich. 
[abbreviated: Richmond] lads. How is Channon and Willie getting along I never got 
writing them. 
Did Grandpa ever receive the letter which I sent some time ago, I expect he was down 
home, is he going to stay for the winter? You mentioned in your last letter about Sam 
McFee’s brother getting shot in the leg being a accident but it wasn't, it was a bullet from 
a machine gun that hit him while out working on the parpet [spelling error: parapet]. 
 
(6) 
I hear Miss Cowell is Evyleen's teacher also George’s, he will want to get started back 
as soon as possible, tell Evy. [abbreviated: Evyleen] I will answer her letter at first 
opportunity. Did you ever get my old 77th badges which I sent just before leaving 
Bramshott. If sending any underwear send full length. You were talking of sending 
money well we can get Canadian money exchanged here. Must close for now don't 
worry any more as we are as well here as anywhere else. 
Best Love To All 
Sefton. 
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September 28, 1916 
Artefact Number: D2021.1.1.8a-d 
 
[Page 1 of 4] 
On Active Service 
Y.M.C.A. 
WITH THE BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 
Some Where 
In France. 
Sept.28/16 [abbreviated: September 28th, 1916] 
Dear Mother - 
Received your letter of Sept. 10th together with Clystal’s, being very glad to hear from 
you all, got your five dollars, which we certainly welcomed. 
We are now in France, left Belguim [spelling error: Belgium] a few days ago, this being 
our first stop. I wrote you a few lines while in the trenches just before we were about to 
come out, so I don’t know if they would go directly, as you 
 
[Page 2 of 4] 
(2.)  
can never tell how long they hang around here before going, there being so much mail 
to look after. 
The weather was very warm for marching, besides we were very soft after coming out of 
the trenches. On our way we passed some beautiful farming land, France is certainly a 
nice country. 
How did the Rich [abbreviated: Richmond] fair come off? and how did George get along 
at Ottawa, I hope he did well anyway he would have a good time. 
I suppose you have been expecting word from me 
 
[page 3 of 4] 
(3.)  
lately, but really I didnt get a chance, Ervie + Syd, they got writing they had half a day 
off, which they used in writing, so you will get the word from them anyway. If you don’t 
get mail regularly, from me, don’t worry because you know how hard it is to get good 
connections in mail. here, I haven’t received any more of the parcels yet, but I heard 
that all Canadian parcels were being held back for what reason I don’t know. They will 
now be starting to plough for the fall, we are 
 
[page 4 of 4] 
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(4.)  
at present billeted at a French farm house some of us sleeping out under the trees and 
the rest up in the lofts. 
The French seem a very friendly race of people, the only drawback is in not being able 
to talk much to them. The land around here is very much like Canada, it being very rich. 
Must close for now will write soon again am also writing to Clystal. Would like very much 
if you would send my coat sweater, as it would come in good after while. 
Best Love To All 
Sefton  

 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
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October 2, 1916 
Artefact Number: D2021.1.1.25a-c 
 
[Front of Envelope] 
Y.M.C.A. 
[Post mark] TORONTO. ONT. OCT 23 12-PM 1916 [abbreviated: October 23, 1916] 
[Postage stamp: CANADA 1Tc 2-CENTS] 
Miss Evyleen Stewart. 
Richmond, 
Ont. 
Canada 
George H H Eadie 
[cut off: Via] Ottawa. 
 
[Back of Envelope] 
[Post mark] RICHMOND OC 25 16 ONT. [abbreviated: October 25, 1916] 
OPENED BY CENSOR. 3522 
 
[Page 1 of 2] 
Y.M.C.A 
On Active Service 
WITH THE BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 
Some Where 
In France. 
Oct. 2nd 1916 [abbreviated October 2, 1916] 
Dear Evyleen: Received your letter the other day being glad to get all the news, wrote 
Mother and Clystal the other day. I am sure you are busy at your school work, do you 
still have the same bend on your back? I am now in a Y.M.C.A. on account of the rain, 
we are continuing our march either this evening, or tomorrow morning. You may tell 
Mother I received three of her parcels and [crossed out: one] two from Clystal, they 
 
(2.)  
are certainly very nice, Earl is also getting his now, the only trouble is that they are 
coming all at once. Do you and Merle be together as much as ever, I suppose you 
played quite a bit of ball this summer. Where we billeted last was in a French School, it 
was very nice there being a great many peculiar pictures etc. Must close for now 
With Love 
Sefton.  
 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
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October 7, 1916 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.45a-c  
 
On Active Service WITH THE BRITISH EXPEDITIONARY FORCE 
Y.M.CA. 
Somewhere In France 
Oct. 7, 16 [abbreviated: October 7, 1916] 
Dear Clystal: - 
Just a few lines to let you know we are all well hoping you are the same, the last week 
we have travelling I think almost all over France but are now close to our destination. 
This morning I got a letter from mother, together with a few snaps, which were really 
fine. George on the binder in the six acres, + Ivy + Norma with the little kittens, which is 
so very plain + natural. 
 
(2) 
The weather lately has been very wet, raining almost every last in the last week. Those 
parcels you + mother sent were certainly good, getting them all quite close together and 
being on the move, I put yours on the field kitchen. I am sure it most of went 150 miles, 
+ when opening it, the cake was very little broken up. I got that parcel of candy + fair 
socks quite a while ago, intended writing that girl, but being so busy lost her address, 
you know you can’t write whenever thinking of it. wish you 
 
(3) 
thank her for her kindness. I suppose you were at home for the fair how did it come off? 
had they good weather for the night performances? Say didn’t George do fine with the 
horses was very to get the news as I was wondering how he would get along, they 
seem to be getting first on everything around the place. Heard that 207th was to be 
reorganized but it can’t be true. 
The mud around here reminds us of Rich, [abbreviated: Richmond] but is a great deal 
worse. Will write soon again being in a hurry at present. Best Love 
Sefton.  

 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
contact info@goulbournmuseum.ca. Transcriptions were compiled by Goulbourn Museum staff and 
volunteers as part of the Archiving Goulbourn project. 



Gou
lbo

urn
 M

us
eu

m

Private Sefton Inglis Stewart: First World War Letters, 1916​         Page 28 

October 7, 1916 
Artefact Number: D2021.1.1.9a,b 
 
[Page 1 of 4] 
Somewhere In, 
France, Oct. 7/16. [abbreviated: October 7, 1916] 
 
Dear Mother:- 
Just a few lines to let you know we are all well, hoping you are all the same. We have 
not received any mail this last while as our mail went to some other division I think it 
was 2nd. 
The weather has been very wet lately, but I think the fall is much later here than in 
Canada. I suppose they will be doing up their ploughing for the fall. We haven't heard 
anything in particular about the exhibitions, would like to hear how George got along 
with the horses. Those were certainly very nice parcels that you + Clystal sent, also that 
five dollars which came in the right time, as there are quite a few canteens in our travels 
lately. The other day we passed through a town where there was a photographer 
 
[Page 2 of 4] 
(2) 
this being our first opportunity of getting any pictures taken, we accepted this chance. 
Earl & I got them taken together Ervie & Sid were not billeted near us, they are to be 
sent to us in a couple of weeks as we left our address, if they turn [crossed out: ed] out 
any good will send them. 
This is surely a very nice country having passed through some of the best of farming 
land, in the last few days of our march. We are now at at [error: at] the end or almost of 
journey, am writing this in a very unsteady position, as my writing will show, it is even 
very hard to get candles. 
I expect you people will see all the news of the war in the papers, will kow [spelling 
error: know] I guess more than us, but they [spelling error: there] are a great many of 
the reports untrue. 
 
[Page 3 of 4] 
(3) 
We often wonder how Arthur is getting along, but I think he will be all right, we have 
never seen Arthur Aylwin Danby would like to see him, every [crossed out: thing] day 
we expect him, on account of seeing so many. How is Lorne getting along I am sure 
they have things up to date. does Charlie be down very often wrote him not long ago. 
 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
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We have surely seen some of the world since we have left Canada, but you know how 
particular they are about any information given. Will write soon again. How is Eva 
getting along? 
With Love To All, 
Sefton. 
 
[Page 4 of 4] 
P.S. Today I received your letter of Sept. 16th together with the snaps, which are just 
fine.  

 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
contact info@goulbournmuseum.ca. Transcriptions were compiled by Goulbourn Museum staff and 
volunteers as part of the Archiving Goulbourn project. 
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October 29, 1916 
Artefact Number: D2021.1.1.15a_d 
 
[Page 1 of 4] 
Somewhere. 
In France, 
Oct 29/16 [abbreviated: October 29, 1916] 
 
Dear Father: 
 
How is everybody? rec'd [abbreviated: received] mother's + Clystal's letters a few days 
ago being very glad to hear from you all. 
 
I suppose everything by this time is frozen up around Rich, [abbreviated: Richmond] 
how did you get along with the ploughing? The weather now is very wet and miserable 
throughout this district, old Rich. [abbreviated: Richmond] has nothing on this for mud. 
George did fine with the horses eh! did you show them at the Carp? Forgot to tell of 
receiving Evyleen's beautiful box of eatables which is always appreciated 
 
[Page 2 of 4] 
(2) 
here, as it is very backward for getting such things. The rest of the Rich. [abbreviated: 
Richmond] lads are all fine, I think we have seen almost everybody from around home, 
 
I have received quite a few letters durings the last two weeks and have not a chance of 
answering them, but you will have to allow for the circumstances. You should see some 
of the guns along this front, if in any close distance of them the shock will almost knock 
you down. They keep Fritz pretty well down but it is certainly taking some material. 
 
We are now in a district where the Germans have been 
 
[Page 3 of 4] 
(3) 
 
driven back about eight miles, in this stretch of land there is nothing but shell holes, I 
don't think there is a square foot of land but is turned over, things of all description being 
buried in the ground ten feet down, the villages and small towns are all blown down, the 
only resemblance of a city is the cobble stones. 
 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
contact info@goulbournmuseum.ca. Transcriptions were compiled by Goulbourn Museum staff and 
volunteers as part of the Archiving Goulbourn project. 



Gou
lbo

urn
 M

us
eu

m

Private Sefton Inglis Stewart: First World War Letters, 1916​         Page 31 

 
The Germans sure had some fine dug-outs they being from 20-30 feet deep, they 
musn't of [spelling error: have] ever intended to retreat. The people in Canada have no 
idea of this war, really there seems to be no limit to it. 
[Page 4 of 4] 
 
[Top of the page is torn off] 
 
-censored- 
 
Well you will have to excuse the short letters, as it is very hard to get a [spelling error: 
an] opportunity of writing at all. Got a letter from Grandpa containing [$100.8] was 
wondering what interest I could make on it, but it sure is nice to have money over here. 
 
With Love To All 
Sefton.  

 
 
Please note that the transcribed text may contain errors or omissions. For any edits or corrections, kindly 
contact info@goulbournmuseum.ca. Transcriptions were compiled by Goulbourn Museum staff and 
volunteers as part of the Archiving Goulbourn project. 
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November 6, 1916 
Artefact Number: 2014.7.33.9a-e 
 
[Envelope: Front] 
"On Active Service" 
[Post mark] MONTREAL P. O. [abbreviated: Post Office] NOV [abbreviated: 
NOVEMBER] 21 4 - PM [abbreviated: POST MERIDIEM: AFTER NOON] 1916 
[2 cent Canada Post Postage stamp] 
[Post mark] FIELD POST OFFICE 15. W 9 NO 16 [abbreviated: 9 November, 1916] 
Mr. [abbreviated: Mister] H. Stewart, 
291 Albert St., 
Ottawa, 
Canada. 
[Mark] PASSED [illegible] 4217 [Initials] JOH 
 
[Page 1 of 5] 
[Initials] JOH 
Somewhere, In France Nov., 6/16 [abbreviated: November 6, 1916] Dear Herb..-- Rec'd 
[abbreviated: Received] your letter some time ago being very glad to hear that both you 
and uncle were fine. This is my first opportunity of writing for about two weeks, am out 
of the trenches now two days. The weather has been d- wet and miserable for the last 
month + is most likely to continue. I only wish you saw us when returning from the 
trenches, mud up to the eyes, & wet to the skin, some of the bog 
 
[Page 2 of 5] 
holes you have to throw back your ears to get through them. In our last spell in the line 
we had a great many casualties as you will see in the papers, quite a few of them being 
slight wounds also a good many cases of trench feet which is sure a bad thing, some of 
the lads are not able to bear anything on their feet or legs. I suppose you have a very 
good idea of where we are, the most of the Canadians being on this front. The land we 
now occupy had formerly been in the hands of the Germans, so you have an idea what 
kind of a district we have to travel over. I don't think there is a sq. ft. [abbreviated: 
square foot] of land but what is turned 
 
[page 3 of 5] 
(3) 
over, no matter where you are, you are surrounded by ruins, of small villages & towns, it 
is too bad to see so many old fashioned churches all destroyed. In this ground, there is 
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almost a underground world of German dug-outs, really there seems to be no end to the 
work they have put up in the construction of these. Had to stop this letter as you will 
plainly see in the difference in pencil, on having to fall in a d---- old parade. I only wish 
you saw the position I am in while trying to write, bent over on my knees receiving all 
the light possible from a piece of candle. At present there is a beautiful display of our 
 
[Page 4 of 5] 
(4) 
old shack, some have fallen asleep, others eating a bite, the remainder, have their shirts 
off reading the news, which is very often interesting. In comparing Eng. [abbreviated: 
England] + France with old Canada, there is a vast contrast, they have no methods of 
working or idea of doing anything over here, really it is amazing to see the get-ups they 
have. Well Herb there is too much to tell in detail, this is a few lines to let you know we 
are well as can be expected, excuse writing + form as you know the conditions. 
Remember me to uncle. 
Yours Sincerely 
Sefton Stewart. 
 
[Page 5 of 5] 
P.S. We have been in d- rough corners Herb, but have been very lucky. Sefton.  
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December 7, 1916 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.6a-d  
 
Somewhere in France Dec.7/16 
Dear Mother :- 
Have at last got a opportunity of writing you, have received a number of letters + parcels 
from both you + Clystal, got the underwear you sent some time ago which certainly 
comes in very handy. 
During the last few weeks we hadn't been getting any mail at all, on account of us being 
on the move, when they won't give mail out nor take any in. 
(2) 
I suppose you people be very anxious when not receiving mail regularly, well there is no 
need of worrying because you know the circumstances here for writing + no news is 
always good news, If anything should happen any of us you would be notified shortly. 
You already of Earl being in the hospital in Bristol Eng. [abbreviated: England] with 
appendicitis, just got a card today telling where he was, he said he might have to 
undergo a operation but he wasn't certain, it came on him very quickly. Sid and Ervie 
are fine haven't seen Arthur lately, but saw some of the Batt. [abbreviated: Battalion] 
who said he was quite well. 
(3) 
By the time these letters reach home, the writing must be almost invisible. We are now 
billeted in a little village after marching about fifty miles, I guess you knew where we 
were down on the Somme, the Rich [abbreviated: Richmond] lads are all very lucky 
coming from there safely, as you will already have a idea of it from the papers, would 
like to tell you some of my experiences, but it is not allowed. 
After travelling a little farther we intend going in to hold a certain part of the line which 
they say is very quiet. Have sent Clystal and Evyleen souvenirs of the Somme, one 
being the city that now 
(4) 
lies in disctrunction [spelling error: destruction], you needn't think I am lonesome on 
account of being away from the other fellows, am in with a good bunch of happy lads, 
anyway I see Sid and Ervie quite often, may go in with them yet but haven't made up my 
mind. Didn't get the sweater yet but I may yet as there has been a very large mail to 
handle especially parcels. The people around here are very nice + obliging to the 
Canadians, the only drawback is not being able to speak French. Will write soon again. 
With love to all 
Sefton  
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December 11, 1916 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.89a-d 
 
Somewhere in France 
Dec. 11th. 1916. 
 
Dear George:- 
 
How is everything going I expect you are now enjoying your holidays, as they mostly 
started about this time. The skating will likely be about its best, there can't be as many 
lads knocking around on the ice this year as others. 
Well I guess we have had our little Christmas holiday, being billeted in a little town for a 
few days, this is the rest all troops get after leaving the Somme. Were given a little extra 
money for Xmas [abbreviated: Christmas] which is very easily spent, but we have been 
getting everything at once about five or six parcels came within three days, you know 
the mail was held up during the time we were on the march. got Maggie Garland's, you 
people certainly send a great many parcels. I have so many letters to answer that I am 
almost 
 
(2) 
discouraged in writing. Sid and Ervie are fine while Earl is in Bristol with an attack of 
appendicitis which you have already heard, on a card I got from him, he stated that he 
wasn't certain of being operated on. 
How is school going? you want to keep to school as steady as possible, how is Charlie 
making it go? does he be down very often rec'd [abbreviated: received] his letter but 
never got answering it yet. I forgot to tell you I got your letter some time ago being very 
glad to hear your news, as you always of different doings than mother for the rest, you 
sure did well with the horses last fall. I heard the 207th. was loset [spelling error: lost] 
some time this month, but there are always alot rumours going around, how is Eric 
Channon + Willie getting along. heard Willie was married + sick in hospital, hope he is 
getting better, the military life must of [spelling error: have] sure 
 
(3) 
set him crazy. Well George I wish I could tell some of our experiences down on the 
some [spelling error: Somme], it sure was some dive, lost a great many of our men, talk 
about mud but that is where it is, the line is bad enough anywhere, but here you would 
have to throw back your ears to get through the bog holes. 
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We had those long hip rubber boots on + often lads would get stuck + even go over the 
tops of them lose their boots + have to come back out in bare feet. They weren't very 
good for the mud but were ahead of the short boots in the water. You have no idea how 
the field is covered with equipments rifles + dead where they are advancing. The French 
of the district are very friendly + good to the Canadians, although everything is very dear 
which is expected here. I suppose things are also dear in Canada this winter. 
 
(4) 
I only wish you could have one day's experience over in this country, their methods are 
so far behind and different to ours. You would bust your boot laces if you saw some of 
the outfits they drive about, mostly carts about three times the size of the donkey or 
mule, not any bigger than a dog, these are driven principally by old women + kids, they 
also have some fine big horses drive them mostly by one line + have 3 or 4 horses 
hitched to one team's load. 
Rec'd [abbreviated: Received] a letter from Grandpa containing a dollar, which comes in 
very good. Some of our Batt. [abbreviated: Battalion] are now away on pass we expect 
to get, but there is only a few of the Batt. [abbreviated: Battalion] go away at once. If 
sending any boots I think those half length elk boots are the best, some of the lads have 
got them. 
 
With Love To All. 
Sefton. 
 
Wishing You All a Merry Christmas.  
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December 12, 1916 
Artefact Number: 2014.7.33.17a,b 
 
Somewhere In France. 
Dec. 12/16 
 
Dear Mother: 
Have rec'd more parcels got my sweater coat at last thought I wasn't getting it. it sure is 
a fine sweater, also got the parcel the council sent it was certainly a very nice parcel, 
especially the gloves which I just needed. 
Wrote George yesterday told him the most of the news, this is the pad the council sent. I 
don't know how many parcels I have got the last few days the worst, of it is they are 
coming all at once. We have had a very good time lately, being billeted in a little town. 
The weather has been very disagreeable the last week or so, today we had a fall of 
snow. The flakes were like snow balls but it didn't last long, making it very muddy. 
Have had no more word from Earl lattely [spelling error: lately], but expect he is doing 
fine, Ervie + Sid are fine, Sid is thin but is having very good health. 
 
Will write soon again. 
Wishing you a Merry Xmas And Happy New Year 
Sefton. 
PS. In my other letters I forgot it was Christmas times.  
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December 31, 1916 
Artefact Number: 996.12.4.9a,e  
 
Somewhere 
In France 
Dec. 31st. 1916. 
 
Dear Mother: 
Just came out of the trenches after being in for six days, which included Christmas it 
was certainly a new Xmas [abbreviated: Christmas] for us it continued on raining 
throughout the day, everything was quite quiet all day until coming on night when they 
open up their artillery quite freely, keeping this up longer than usually, they sure 
celebrated the day, on our side the bombardment didn't cause much harm, not knowing 
whether there was many casualties on Fritz or not, 
 
(2) 
but their line was pretty well blown in. Have received quite a bit of mail lately, got two 
parcels from you sent some time ago, also got one today from Clystal + one from United 
Cross Rich. [abbreviated: Richmond] I guess it is, it was sent anyway by a few of the 
girls. 
Had a letter from Earl the other day he was getting splendidly, he is a lucky lad alright 
he will miss all the bad weather, will hardly be back here again, while Sid + Ervie are 
both fine, haven't seen Arthur but 
 
(3) 
have seen some of his Batt. [abbreviated: Battalion] who told he fine. Did you get any of 
those Xmas [abbreviated: Christmas] cards I sent I guess they would be a little late for 
Xmas, [abbreviated: Christmas] they are always slow of leaving here, even if they are 
written, as transportation is very slow. 
I'm in this line they have been sending some of the mail up to us on Xmas [abbreviated: 
Christmas] I got a letter from you Jonathan Craig + a Xmas [abbreviated: Christmas] 
card from Irene Neelin. We haven't yet seen the plumb [spelling error: plum] pudding 
they spoke of in the papers but may get some-thing extra tomorrow. 
 
(4) 
I suppose you have now nice cold weather in Canada, how are they getting along with 
their wrink [spelling error: rink] which I heard was to be started some time ago. The 
weather is very miserable raining mostly every day + cold but not frosty, except when 
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there will be a very nice day, then it will quite a frost than [spelling error: that] night. 
Those boots you sent have not arrived yet, but most surely be close if coming at all. It is 
very hard To get writing especially in cold weather, so don't be anxious if not getting any 
mail 
 
(5) 
regularly. How are the 207th getting along have they any notions of sailing? is Willie 
Brown over his sickness yet, heard of his wedding not long ago, I haven't had any word 
from Channon or Eric lately never got writing them, get so many letters it is very hard 
them answered. The trenches are very muddy this time of the year, being half full of 
water in some places, have been using long hip rubber boots when in the worse parts of 
the line. On Xmas [abbreviated: Christmas] day we nearly had a few Fritzies 
 
(6) 
coming over. we were out in a sap, this is a trench running out in front of the main line, 
which is really a strong point, one of the lads signalled over + we would take them 
prisoners + would-ed open fire, they came over quite a ways, but our officer saw us up 
trying to get them over + called us down, they are pretty well fed up with as well as the 
rest of us. We didn't do any sniping Xmas [abbreviated: Christmas] day, but put on a hot 
celebration than [spelling error: that] night. You spoke of us getting furloughs, they are 
yet to come. 
 
With Love To All 
Sefton. 
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