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      As a politician, Goulburn contributed significantly to British history,
but he was overshadowed by more prominent political figures of his time.
He had an important role in the defence of Canada during the War of
1812, and a primary role during the negotiation of the Treaty of Ghent.
Following the war, Goulburn implemented a system of assisted emigration
as a way to defend British North America from its expansionist neighbour.
Generous land grants were issued to former soldiers, especially officers
and sergeants, who could be helpful in the organization of provincial
militias. Goulburn corresponded with the Duke of Richmond on the
improvement of emigration efforts and fortification of Lower Canada. His
position as the Colonial Office Undersecretary, as well as his role with
assisted emigration, contributed to the settlement of Richmond and
Goulbourn Township in 1818.

      Henry Goulburn (1784-1856) was the owner of Amity Hall, a sugar
plantation located in Vere, Jamaica, that housed 200-300 slaves. He
employed white agents and overseers in Jamaica to manage his estate, and
historic manuscripts indicate that the slaves at Amity Hall were mistreated
by Goulburn’s overseers. Goulburn’s independent wealth, material
comforts, and his seat in British Parliament relied on the profits from
Amity Hall. He lived during a time of changing opinion about slavery and
his view matched the conservative administration he served: slavery was
an institution to be ameliorated (make something bad better) rather than
abolished.
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H I S T O R I C A L  B A C K G R O U N D



      The global landscape is filled with places, structures, and organizations
named after historical figures who engaged in discriminatory practices or
otherwise enacted injustices. These cases offer insight into how to engage with
controversial names like Goulburn/Goulbourn. Speaking in the broadest terms,
there are two approaches: keep the name or change it. In 2018, Ryerson
University opted for the former, retaining the name of the school and adding a
large sign beside a statue of Egerton Ryerson outlining his role in the creation
of Canada’s Residential School System. In 2020, the British concert venue
Colston Hall became Bristol Beacon in order to ideologically distance itself from
the slave trader Edward Colston. Other parties have found a creative middle
road. New Zealand has widely adopted dual names, providing Māori and colonial
designations for a place. The Township of Russell recently made headlines when
it announced it would keep its name but find another namesake. Regardless of
the naming decision, most cases highlight the importance of providing
contextual information as an opportunity for education and critical engagement.
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C O N T E M P O R A R Y  C A S E  S T U D I E S



FEBRUARY 2021WHAT'S IN A NAME //

P L A C E  O F  M U S E U M S  I N

T H E S E  D I S C U S S I O N S

As an institution that is mandated to keep our
community’s history in trust for future
generations, we have a responsibility to continue
to research and uncover new information about
our collective history and share these findings
with our community. By doing this, we can strive
to present an accurate and unbiased
representation of history.

R E V I E W I N G  H I S T O R Y

F R O M  M U L T I P L E

P E R S P E C T I V E S

In order to have a more comprehensive and
greater understanding of how history impacts
society and its people, it is necessary to include
multiple perspectives. By doing this, we can
strive to present history in a way that the
viewpoints of “every person” are represented.
This can only be achieved by ensuring that
previously non-represented or under-represented
people (marginalized and oppressed people of
Canada) are included in the presentation of
history. The inclusion of different perspectives
allows us to overcome the biases presented in
history so that they are not perpetuated.
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MANDATE

Goulbourn Museum’s mandate is to disseminate the material and oral history of
the Goulbourn community by collecting, preserving, displaying, and interpreting
local artefacts. The Museum will offer a range of education programs to
increase the public’s understanding and enjoyment of local history. A History
Centre is open for local history and genealogical research.

G O U L B O U R N  M U S E U M

VISION STATEMENT

An accessible Museum committed to preserving and sharing the history of the
Goulbourn community, housed in buildings with designated space for all
museum functions including exhibitions, public programs, collection storage,
and exterior space for heritage interpretation and programming. The Museum
will be an integral part of the cultural life of a rapidly expanding community
and will operate from a solid base of financial support with an experienced
permanent staff supported by local volunteers.

MISSION STATEMENT

The Museum creates a sense of belonging and pride in our community’s past and
present. Goulbourn is our home.
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O R G A N I Z A T I O N A L  H I S T O R Y

      The Goulbourn Museum was opened in 1990 by members of the Goulbourn
Township Historical Society (est. 1977). The Society was looking for a place to
store a growing collection of local artefacts and family genealogies, and
approached the Goulbourn Township Council for assistance. The Society was
given the use of the 1872 Goulbourn Township Hall, which at the time was
vacant and still owned by the municipal government. Goulbourn Township
amalgamated into the City of Ottawa in 2001. In December of 2010, the Museum
was incorporated as a separate entity that operates independently of the GTHS. 
 The Museum received charitable status in March of 2011.

      Currently, the Goulbourn Museum and History Centre is housed within two
former municipal buildings located at the intersection of Flewellyn and Huntley
Roads (Stanley’s Corners) just south of Stittsville in the City of Ottawa. The
buildings are owned by the City and leased for use by the Museum at no cost.
Museum exhibitions and public programs are held in the 1872 Township Hall,
while offices, History Centre, and collections storage areas are housed in the
1961 Clerk’s Building.


