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Winter 

You’d never know by 
looking at the beautiful 
red oak �oors that now 
adorn the Museum but 
there were some major 
bumps along the way to 
getting them. 

Construction of the new 
�oors began last summer 
but the discovery of 
structural issues put 
the project on hold 
for months. Additional 
problems were found in 
the washroom which also 
had to be rebuilt.

During the long 
renovation process it 
was also determined 
that there was very little 
insulation in the walls of 
the Museum. This would 

200 Years: Museum Marks Richmond’s Anniversary with Logo

act as a bu�er means the 
artefacts experience the 
same conditions as outside 
the building,” says Sarah 
Holla, Acting Education 
O�cer. 

“Proper insulation will allow 
for a stable atmosphere for 
sta� to control temperature 

account for the drastic 
�uctuation in temperature 
and humidity that sta� 
have noticed over the years. 
Now that the �oors are 
complete, new contractors 
will be hired to address the 
insulation.
“The City has assured us that 
once the contractors start it 
should only take a matter of 
weeks to insulate, board and 
paint,” says Acting Manager 
Tracey Donaldson. 

Having proper insulation 
will not only create a more 
comfortable environment 
for sta� and visitors, but 
also for the collection. 

“Not having insulation to 

In honour of Richmond’s 200th 
anniversary the Museum has created 
a commemorative logo which will be 
added to all its promotional material 
and correspondence throughout 2018. 

Settled by the 100th Regiment of 
Foot, Richmond is the oldest military 
settlement in Ottawa. With this in mind, 
the logo was designed to resemble 
the King’s seal that would have 
accompanied a land deed in Upper 
Canada in 1818.

and humidity levels required for 
speci�c artefacts,” she adds.

The Goulbourn Museum is pleased to 
announce it will be participating in 
the Richmond 200 celebrations in the 
Village of Richmond from June 15 to 17. 

“We are developing a dynamic 
educational program and exhibition 
based on the settlement of Richmond,” 
says Sarah Holla, Acting Education 
O�cer.  

Throughout the year the Museum 
will also be highlighting artefacts 

from Richmond in its weekly 
#WhatsItWednesday feature on social 
media.  

Look for this commemorative logo on the 
Museum’s promotional material in 2018.

Winter 

New Floors: Next phase of construction set to begin



Tracey Donaldson
2017 was a year of change and transition for the Goulbourn Museum.  
Sta� went on leave, acting positions were assigned, and student grant 
positions were abundant. The Museum was emptied to prepare for 
renovations and soon after construction began, so did the delays. 
Structural issues were discovered and the completion date was extended.  

As a result, programming was moved o�site along with the annual Old-Fashioned 
Christmas and Outdoor Artisan Market, and additional o�ce space was created in the 
History Centre’s common room.  There was not a single inch of the Museum that was left 
untouched by change.

In 2018 the Goulbourn Museum will be moving in a di�erent direction, one that can best 
be summed up by one word: Renewal.  The word “Renewal” has a positive connotation, 
it’s a chance to give the Museum some new energy, and make our history fresh again. 
Once the construction crews pack up, we will be overseeing the completion of a new 
welcome area and gift shop and rebuilding each of our exhibitions giving them a much 
needed face lift in the process. We are eager to welcome the community back after a 
hiatus that has dragged on for much too long.

In addition to the Museum’s reopening, 2018 also marks the 200th Anniversary of 
Richmond.  It’s a great opportunity for us to reacquaint the community with the area’s 
rich history, and what better way to do that than by going back to the beginning of 
the Goulbourn Township? The Museum’s Richmond 200 initiative, as indicated on the 
�rst page, is well underway and we look forward to sharing the story of Ottawa’s oldest 
military settlement with young and old throughout this year of celebration. 

While construction has been taking place, sta� have remained hard at work behind 
the scenes to prepare for the big move back into the Museum. The extra help from our 
student employees has been invaluable and it will be hard to say goodbye to them at the 
end of February. Both Jamie Stirling and Matthew Weickert were hired with funds from 
the Young Canada Works Grant program.  Jamie has been with us since May working 
in both programming and collections and Matthew has been working as a Curatorial 
Assistant since December. 

Kathryn DeMarsh will be �nishing her contract at the end of March. Hired under the new 
Young Canada Works Building Careers in Heritage Internship program, Kathryn has been 
working exclusively on projects for Richmond 200 and her research will be paramount in 
helping the Museum with its celebrations this year.

Happy Anniversary Richmond!

Tracey Donaldson, 
February 2018

Recent Musings: Letter from the Acting Manager
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From the Collection
Museum Highlights: From our sta� 

Communications O�cer
Sue Woodford

 There is a very exciting project in the works that is 
going to take the Museum’s Old-Fashioned Photo 
Booth to a new level. With the expert help of two 
incredibly talented volunteers, Alan Rushforth and 

Ted Ratcli�e, we will soon have a working replica of a vintage camera. 
The prop will be fully equipped with our modern day technology and 
is just the �rst of many exciting visions we have for our photo booth. 
Keep an eye on our social media where we will be sharing more details 
as the project nears completion.

Acting Education O�cer

Sarah Holla
Working behind the scenes since the spring of 
2017, Goulbourn Museum’s talented Yap & Yarn 
members have been preparing textile pieces for the 
community �bre arts exhibition, “Woven Through 
Time.” During the months of Museum renovations, 

volunteers delved into historic patterns and began researching 1867 
costume. What has resulted is a collection of historic and Canadian 
inspired pieces that are as unique as the members who created them. 
One project, a sontag style shawl popular in 1867, was carefully 
crafted right from a sheep’s �eece; meaning it was carded, spun, plied 
and then knitted by hand. The 150th Anniversary of Confederation 
has been an opportunity to celebrate our shared history, values, 
achievements and our country’s beauty. We are looking forward to 
sharing these traditional Victorian handcrafts and contemporary �bre 
arts with you through the coming year. 

Collections & Programming Administrator

James Riley
While the Museum has been under construction 
we have been making our presence known in 
the community by attending as many events 
as possible. In the coming weeks we will be 
participating in Family Day at the Goulbourn 

Recreation Complex on February 19, and Heritage Day at Ottawa City 
Hall on February 20. Heritage Day, part of Heritage Week, celebrates 
local Canadian heritage and the Goulbourn Museum is proud to 
recognize Richmond’s 200th anniversary. Museum sta� will be at 
Ottawa City Hall with artefacts and fascinating stories about local 
events and history from the Village of Richmond. Heritage Day takes 
place from 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. We are also continuing to host 
our own events, including Family Craft Days and Yap and Yarn, at the 
Stittsville Public Library. 

T

This artefact was once a vital 
communications tool in the railway 
industry. Before instant messaging it 
was difficult to communicate with the 
staff on a moving train. This messenger 
hoop, from a train station in Richmond, 
Ontario, allowed messages to be passed 
without having to stop the train. 

A messenger from the station would 
attach paper to the hoop and stand at 
the edge of the platform while the train 
slowly passed by. Someone on the train 
would put their arm through the hoop, 
collect the orders and throw the hoop 
off the train to be retrieved and used 
again.
 
At each new station the conductor 
would receive new orders for his next 
destination or if there was to be a 
change in his current route. Even as 
technology changed quickly in the 20th 
century the act of handing a dispatch 
to the driver continued up until the late 
1980s.

For Richmond and Stittsville, the 
train was essential for bringing much 
needed supplies into town. With almost 
everyone relying on the train to come in 
on time it was crucial for the conductors 
to make sure their orders were received. 
Both stations were eventually closed 
with Richmond in 1965 and Stittsville in 
1991.



www.GoulbournMuseum.ca
2064 Huntley Road, Stittsville, ON, K2S 1B8  |  613-831-2393  |  info@goulbournmuseum.ca

Find us online:

Open all year: Wednesday to Sunday from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Recent Events       Coming Events

Spruced Up Selfies: In December we hosted a workshop where 
we helped participants turn family photos into vintage wood photo 
ornaments.   

Holiday Luck: For the third year in a row, a photograph taken 
by Jordyn Simpson graced the cover of the Museum’s Christmas card. 
The Grade 12 student at South Carleton High School took the picture 
while volunteering at the Museum’s Old-Fashioned Christmas. 

Art2-D2: Soldiers of the Rebel Alliance and the First Order 
put aside their di�erences to make awesome STAR WARS crafts at our 
ART2-D2 Family Craft Day in January.


