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New Floors: Museum Closed for Renovations Until October
While Canada celebrates 
its 150th birthday the 
Goulbourn Museum 
building is quietly turning 
145 this year. 

If its walls could talk 
they would tell tales of 
boisterous town hall 
meetings, lively dances, 
community parties and, 
for the last 27 years, 
Museum exhibitions and 
events. And although its 
walls are still standing 
tall, the Museum’s floors 
are telling a story of their 
own. They have started to 
sag and show their age. 

“After years of struggling 
to build exhibits on 
drastically uneven floors 
and worrying about our 

Governance: Meet the Museum’s new Board of Directors

to September and, once 
complete, staff will reinstall 
and reconstruct each exhibit. 

“We hope to reopen our doors 
to the public again in the fall,” 
says Keith Hobbs, Goulbourn 
Museum Chairperson. 
“Although the Museum cannot 
host visitors during this time, 

visitors with mobility issues, 
we are thrilled to announce 
that the City of Ottawa 
will be replacing our floors 
this summer,” says Tracey 
Donaldson, Acting Manager. 

In order to prepare the 
space for its face lift, 
Museum staff emptied the 
building of all exhibits, 
safely storing the artefacts 
in the History Centre. The 
construction project is 
expected to last all summer 
and will include the addition 
of some storage and the 
removal of the raised stage 
area so all of the floors are 
accessible. 

It is anticipated that the 
Museum will be under 
renovation from July 

At the Museum’s Annual General 
Meeting in April, Hélène Rivest 
was elected to the Board of 
Directors. 

A familiar face in the community, 
Hélène has been a longtime 
Museum member, volunteer and 
donor. Last year she was awarded 
the Museum’s Heritage Advocacy 
Award for her outstanding 
contribution to the Goulbourn 
Museum.

we will continue to have a 
presence in the community 
through offsite events and 
exhibits.” 

Staff will also continue to 
work full-time hours in the 
History Centre and research 
appointments can be 
accommodated upon request.

Keith Hobbs remains Chairperson, 
Ken Cownley stayed on as Vice-
Chairperson and Linda Preston 
continues as Past-Chairperson. 

Phil Sweetnam is now the 
Treasurer and Frank Argue is the 
Secretary. 

The Board of Directors meets 
on the second Thursday of each 
month and tackles governance 
and strategic planning issues 
related to the Museum. 

Back L-R: Glendon Moore, Phil Sweetnam, Frank Argue, 
John Curry. Front: Linda Preston, Keith Hobbs, Karen Weir 
and Hélène Rivest. Missing: Bram Blenk and Ken Cownley.

The calm before the storm! Staff and volunteers spent two weeks 
emptying the Museum of artefacts, furniture and temporary walls.



Tracey Donaldson
Summer at the Museum has been a busy time, Father’s Day Flashback and the 
Evening of Appreciation events were held, and the long process of getting the 
Museum’s floors renovated is under way.

To help accomplish all these tasks the Museum was fortunate to have hired 
two summer students under the Young Canada Works and Canada Summer 

Jobs grant programs. Both students, Sarah Allan and Jamie Stirling, have worked at the Museum 
before, and during the school year they can often be seen volunteering with us. This year with staff 
changes and a major renovation taking place their initiative and previous experience has been 
essential in allowing Museum activities to run smoothly in spite of all the challenges.

Volunteer Lily Fletcher, an Applied Museum Studies 
student at Algonquin College, is another important 
name to mention. Her presence at each of the 
Museum’s summer events as well as her help during 
the packing and sorting process has been invaluable!

With renovations on the horizon staff and volunteers 
have had no shortage of work to do. Clearing out 
the Museum building has been a bitter sweet process with artefacts carefully being stored away 
and each of our exhibitions being dismantled as well as temporary walls coming down and offices 
getting moved. The Museum will undoubtedly be a much different site when it re-opens in the fall.

In light of the Museum building being closed 
the Museum’s grounds will be getting special 
attention this summer. Staff are working to 
complete an outdoor exhibition on Stanley’s 
Corners that should be ready by fall, and our 
Canada and Ontario 150 commemorative project 
was launched. “Route 150” is a commemorative 

pathway through our wooded lot that encourages visitors to leave their mark by decorating 
a stone and placing it along the path. To date we’ve had some wonderful additions and we 
encourage people to continue this project by participating at one of our future events or 
decorating a stone at home and adding it to the pathway on their next visit.

Another recent highlight was an unexpected donation of $8,333.33 from The Commonwell Mutual 
Insurance Group. The local home, farm and auto insurance company is celebrating Canada 150 by 
dividing $150,000 in donations among six Ontario heritage organizations. Each organization will 
receive a donation of $25,000. Goulbourn Museum, Watson’s Mill and Osgoode Museum represent 
the Rural Ottawa Museums and will share the $25,000 donation.

Thank you for your patience while the Museum is closed for renovations. We can’t wait to show off 
our new surroundings in the fall!

Tracey Donaldson, July 2017

Recent Musings: Letter from the Acting Manager
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Sarah Allan, Jamie Stirling and Lily Fletcher.

Decorated stones line the commemorative pathway.
Photo by Jordyn Simpson



From the Collection
Museum Highlights: From our staff 

Communications Officer
Sue Woodford

 Although it feels like summer just arrived, our 
Christmas event is only four months away. This 
year the Old-Fashioned Christmas & Outdoor Artisan 
Market takes place on Sunday, November 19th 

and once again we are on the hunt for talented artisans who make 
handcrafted goods, goodies and gifts. Vendor application forms will 
be posted online at the end of August. Spread the word to your artsy 
friends and tell them to keep an eye on our blog and social media for 
details on how to apply. 

Acting Education Officer

Sarah Holla
In May the Goulbourn Museum, in partnership 
with the Goulbourn Township Historical Society, 
welcomed a crowd of forty-two guests to a historic 
presentation entitled, “What Went Down in 
Struggle Town?” The room was transported back in 

time on a walking tour through the historic community of Stanley’s 
Corners. Once a bustling center of industry, there is little physical 
evidence remaining of the successful businesses that were located 
at the Corners. Guests were introduced to historic members of the 
community including Mr. and Mrs. John Rathwell, Jonathan Stanley, 
Isabella Allen and the McCaffrey family. Through careful deliberation 
the crowd examined the information provided to determine if the early 
Irish settlers were justified in calling the community “Struggle Town.”
The next phase of this project will be ready in the fall and will include 
an outdoor exhibition for more history of Stanley’s Corners. 

Collections & Programming Administrator

James Riley
The amazing history of the Goulbourn Township 
is hitting the road! With the outstanding help of 
our returning Museum and Exhibitions Assistant, 
Sarah Allan, and Curatorial Assistant, Jamie Stirling 
we have already travelled to several schools and 

had the opportunity to share our local history with hundreds of 
students. Not only did they learn about the history of the Goulbourn 
Township but they also tried on period costumes, and participated 
in an interactive game featuring unique artifacts like a hair-crimper 
from the early 1800’s. These programs are also offered to adults and 
can be tailored to suit the needs of any audience and include artefact 
interpretation as well as historical presentations. If you are interested in 
learning more or would like to book a program please call the Museum 
at 613-831-2393 or send an email to: info@goulbournmuseum.ca

T

This artefact may look incomplete 
and you would be right to assume so. 
Though it was discovered on its own by 
a fisherman in the Jock River, it is usually 
found as part of the Brown Bess Musket. 
This is a firing mechanism, otherwise 
known as a flintlock. 

A small amount of gunpowder was 
initially poured into the pan on the 
flintlock, and the remainder as well as the 
musket ball and paper cartridge would 
be stuffed down the barrel. The hammer 
which held the flint would then create a 
spark as it came in contact with the steel 
frizzen once the trigger was pulled. The 
spark would light a fire in the pan that 
carried down to the gunpowder in the 
barrel, projecting the musket ball out 
toward the enemy. 

As this specific flintlock was discovered 
in the Jock River, it is believed to be from 
the musket of a soldier from the 100th 
Regiment of Foot. The 100th Regiment 
of Foot (re-enacted) offered a “Hands 
on History” program at our Father’s Day 
Flashback event. For $20 visitors learned 
how to fire the Brown Bess Musket with 
instruction from the 100th themselves!

T

Sarah Allan, Jamie Stirling and Lily Fletcher.



www.GoulbournMuseum.ca
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Find us online:

Open all year: Wednesday to Sunday from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

Recent Events

Father’s Day Flashback: William Sinka of the 100th 
Regiment (re-enacted) shows some Hands on History participants how 
to properly fire a Brown Bess Musket. Photo by Jordyn Simpson

Doors Open: Visitors got a private tour of our collection during 
Doors Open. We even showed off this sword that belonged to Captain 
George Thew Burke of the 100th Regiment of Foot.

ABC’s: The Grade 3 students at St. Gabriel Elementary School 
were enthusiastic participants in our recent presentations about 
Goulbourn’s pioneers.

Honoured: The late Richard Mains was honoured posthumously 
for his outstanding contribution to the Goulbourn Museum at 
this year’s Evening of Appreciation. Chairperson Keith Hobbs, right, 
presented the award to his wife Gail and their sons Jason and Chris 
who accepted on his behalf.  The Museum also made a donation in 
Richard’s name to the Munster Union Cemetery.

Canada Day: Local residents had fun posing in our 
1867-themed photo booth during the Stittsville Canada Day 
celebrations on the grounds of Sacred Heart High School.

Thank you! The Commonwell Mutual Insurance Group donated 
a total of $25,000 to Goulbourn Museum, Watson’s Mill and Osgoode 
Museum. Once divided, each museum will receive $8,333. 


