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Spring 2016

June 19th: New exhibit, medical re-enactors, and family activities
Father’s Day Flashback is fast 
approaching and it’s shaping 
up to be a wonderful day. 

The Museum’s new 
exhibition Healing Hands – 
Medicine During the World 
Wars will launch at the 
event which is being held 
Sunday, June 19. This exhibit 
focuses on the Canadian 
Red Cross, Nursing Sisters, 
and veterinarians and was 
made possible thanks to a 
financial grant received from 
the Government of Canada’s 
World Wars Commemorations 
Community Fund. 

Children can play in the 
revamped Village Store 
which now features 
costumes and food from 

New Roles:  Meet the Museum’s new Board of Directors

the WWII era. It is also the new 
home of the Ashton General 
Store’s postal wicket which 
was generously donated to the 
Museum last month. 

Reenactors from the WWI 
Canadian Army Medical Corps 
(recreated) will be transforming 
the Museum grounds into a 
Casualty Clearing Station and 
Forward Aid Post.

Additional attractions will 
include Big Sky Ranch Animal 
Sanctuary, an old-fashioned 
photobooth, vintage games 
(including wooden stilts), a 
caricature artist, children’s 
crafts and games, plus an ice 
cream vendor and a BBQ. And 
don’t miss our silent auction 
and a chance to bid on some 

amazing prizes including tickets 
to an Ottawa Senators’ home 
game!

Author Larry Cotton will be in 
the Museum from 11 a.m. - 2 
p.m. to sign copies of his
latest book in the Whiskey & 

There is a new face on 
the Museum’s Board of 
Directors. Karen Weir was 
elected at the Museum’s 
Annual General Meeting 
in April. Karen has been a 
member since 2011 during 
which time she has been 
an active contributor, as 
well as a volunteer. 

Keith Hobbs remains 
Chairperson, Ken Cownley 
stayed on as Vice-Chairperson 

Join us  Sunday, June 19 from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. for activities the whole family will enjoy.

Wickedness series about the 
Rideau military settlements.

Father’s Day Flashback is 
sponsored by Minto Potter’s Key 
and takes place from 10 a.m to 3 
p.m. on Sunday, June 19.

SUNDAY, JUNE 19, 2016 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

and Linda Preston continues as 
Past-Chairperson. 

Two new roles were assigned; 
Phil Sweetnam is now the 
Secretary, and Frank Argue is 
the Treasurer. 

The Board of Directors meets 
on the second Thursday of 
each month and tackles 
governance and strategic 
planning  issues related to 
the Museum.Frank Argue, Bram Blenk, Linda Preston, Keith Hobbs, Karen Weir, Phil Sweetnam, 

Ken Cownley, Glendon Moore. Not pictured: John Curry



Kathryn Jamieson
Please join me in welcoming our summer students for the season. The 

Goulbourn Museum is fortunate to have received funding through the 

federal Canada Summer Jobs and Young Canada Works programs, as 

well as through the provincial Summer Experience program. James Riley 

and Jamie Stirling will be working with us from mid-May through early September, and 

Kathleen Cummings will be working with us from late June until mid-August. James 

and Kathleen will be working primarily in collections management, but also assisting 

with other activities. Jamie will primarily be working in visitor service, programming 

and special events. In the few weeks we have had the students here, we have already 

accomplished so much. We can’t wait to see what else we can tackle over the next few 

months.

While we hope to never need 

to use what we’ve learned in 

the course, Tracey, Sue and I 

have all updated our CPR, First 

Aid and Defibrillator training. 

We participated in a two-day 

course through the Ottawa 

Museum Network this spring 

and are now better equipped 

for emergencies. Kaitlin, 

James and Jamie will also be 

participating in similar training over the next few weeks. We have been partnering with 

the Ottawa Museum Network and its members in other areas, too. At our Father’s Day 

Flashback event on June 19, staff from both Watson’s Mill and the Bytown Museum will 

be onsite. Bytown Museum staff will be serving ice cream while Watson’s Mill staff will be 

leading various games and activities. Later this summer, on Monday, August 1, our own 

staff will be participating in Colonel By Day, held on the grounds at the Bytown Museum.

Kathryn Jamieson  
June 2016

Recent Musings: Letter from the Curator Manager
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Goulbourn Museum’s summer students Jamie Stirling, left, and James Riley, far right, 
pose with Carleton MP Pierre Poilievre.



From the Collection
Museum Highlights: From our staff 

Education Officer

Tracey Donaldson
I was recently invited to speak to a Grade 1 class 
for Career Day. I talked about the wide array of 
jobs in the Museum field and I was told later that 
day the kids were pretending to dig for artefacts 
in the sandbox!  At the end of May we gave back-

to-back presentations to about 100 Grade 3 students in Barrhaven 
and the Museum is booked to deliver several more school programs 
before the end of the school year. Kathryn also spoke at an Ontario 
Genealogical Society (Ottawa Branch) meeting about the resources 
Goulbourn Museum has for researchers.  
 

Communications Officer

Sue Woodford
We are always on the look out for creative 
new marketing tools. So when it came time to 
promote our new exhibition Healing Hands: 
Medicine During the World Wars, we couldn’t 
pass up the chance to put our logo on pens in 

the shape of hypodermic needles. They may not look exactly like 
the ones you would have found in a nurse’s kit, but they sure are 
a lot more fun! Be sure to ask for yours the next time you’re at the 
Museum. We hope you enjoy this new exhibit which shines a light 
on the important roles played by Nursing Sisters, veterinarians, and 
the Canadian Red Cross during the world wars.

Collections & Programming Administrator

Kaitlin Normandin
We’ve received some interesting donations over 
the past few months, including a photograph 
of high school students from the old Richmond 
Continuation School taken in 1921, two Ottawa 

Market vehicle stand tickets (horse parking was an extortionate 5 
cents - proving that parking downtown was always expensive), clips 
from the wall of the Munster Cheese Factory, and a profit sharing 
coupon that could be used to trade goods for credit at a local store. 
We are also pleased to announce that we have received the original 
wooden “money orders” postal wicket from the Ashton General 
Store. Our collection of scrapbooks assembled by Mildred McCoy 
and others has been rehoused by a conservator in archival quality 
clamshell boxes that will protect them for years to come. 

T

This nurses’ kit was used by Helen Margaret 
Grace MacLeod (née Barfoot) in Presbyterian 
Hospital, New York City, in the 1920s. Included 
in this photo are litmus test paper strips, a tiny 
container of Johnson and Johnson’s medical 
tape, a bottle of rubbing alcohol, tongue 
depressors, tweezers, and a hypodermic needle. 
Nurses would also typically carry a stethoscope, 
scissors, clinical charts, a clamp, gauze, a 
tourniquet, fine wire and needles, as well as 
several bottles of iodine, Vaseline, Lysol, and 
acetic acid in their bags. 

Nursing was one of the few career paths available 
to women at the start of the century. The First 
World War increased respect for the profession. 
Wages for nurses were routinely double what a 
woman could expect to earn as a teacher or in 
office work. Nursing schools also allowed women 
to pursue higher education. A high turnover 
in the field meant that advancement could be 
rapid – the average age of a nursing supervisor 
was only 26 years old! Helen MacLeod graduated 
from Columbia Presbyterian Hospital Nursing 
School in 1924. By the time she was 27, she was a 
head nurse. 

In the late 1920s, American women accounted 
for 294,000 trained nurses, 150,000 untrained 
nurses, 47,000 midwives, and 550,000 other 
hospital workers (Harry H. Moore, “Health 
and Medical Practice” in President’s Research 
Committee on Social Trends, Recent Social Trends 
in the United States, 1933, p.106). There was also 
a corresponding increase in specialization. As 
hospitals expanded, it was evident that general 
practitioners could not provide the precise 
information and treatment their patients needed. 
In 1925, Presbyterian Hospital merged with the 
Sloane Hospital for Women, a leader in obstetrics 
and gynecology. Helen MacLeod may have been 
working in this department, if the umbilical cord 
ligatures found in her bag are any indication.
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Find us online:

Open all year: Wednesday to Sunday from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

     Coming EventsRecent Events

Class Participation: Grade 3 students at Chapman Mills 
Public School were eager participants in our pioneer presentation. 

Career Day:  Education Officer, Tracey Donaldson, told Grade 1 
students at St. Philip Elementary in Richmond about the wide variety of 
jobs available in the museum field. A lucky few, like this little guy, also 
got to try on vintage costumes. 

Happy Campers: Our Family Craft Day in May featured 
camping themed crafts and a scavenger hunt in the great outdoors! 

FREE ADMISSION


