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Back to our Routes: Exhibit Explores Origin of Street Names
The Museum is drawing on the past, 
present, and future for its latest exhibi-
tion entitled Back to our Routes: The 
Evolution of Goulbourn’s Streets. 

“We’re taking the old Goulbourn Town-
ship boundaries and within those, defin-
ing each of the communities and how 
they were named,” says Tracey Donald-
son.  

“We’ll also be exploring the origin of 
street names in old Goulbourn as well as 
in more recent communities and even 
areas that are currently under develop-
ment,” she says.

Artefacts from the Museum’s collection 
will help narrate the story and bring the 
exhibit to life.

This year marks the Museum’s 25th 
year in the community and we’re 
throwing a party on Father’s Day to 
celebrate! 

The theme for the day is an old-fash-
ioned birthday bash with a pinch of 
medieval fun and a splash of historic 
flair. 

Father’s Day Flashback, sponsored 
by Minto Potter’s Key, takes place on 
Sunday, June 21 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

There will be activities for all ages 
at this free family event. Watch a 
blacksmith work, witness a medieval 
battle and talk to the reenactors, sit 
in a vintage fire truck, get snapped in 
our new photo booth, have your face 

Father’s Day Flashback: Celebrating 25 Years in Community

Then & now. In this newspaper clipping from 1990 (left), John 
Leroux of the Goulbourn Parks Department hangs the Museum’s 
very first sign. The Museum has had numerous signs over the 
past 25 years but this year Heritage Signs Plus installed new ones 
featuring the Museum’s logo and name in gold leaf lettering (right).

painted by A Little Bit of Bling, marvel 
at the art of calligraphers, challenge 
your family and friends to a game of 
lawn Twister or giant KerPlunk, enjoy 
gourmet hot dogs and poutine from 
Big D’s food truck, and much more! 
And don’t miss our silent auction and 
a chance to bid on some amazing 
prizes including Sens tickets!

“Before there were Museums, there 
were Cabinets of Curiosity,” says 
Tracey Donaldson.  “This event is like 
a Cabinet of Curiosity. You’ll get a feel 
for Museums of the past, present and 
future. Where else could you enjoy 
a medieval battle, see a vintage fire 
truck, get your face painted and 
interact with costumed characters?”

According to Donaldson, the 
exhibit will also include “fun 
facts” such as when Stittsville 
got its first street light, and 
the definition of a corduroy 
road.

While it won’t be possible to 
include every street name in 
the exhibit, the Museum is 
hoping to get the public’s 
help in compiling a 
comprehensive list after the 
launch.  

“If you don’t see your street name in the 
list or you know how your street got its 
name there will be a file here for you to 
add that information,” says Donaldson.

The launch of Back to our Routes takes 
place on Sunday, June 21 from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. during the Museum’s annual 
Father’s Day Flashback  event. 

An 1879 map from Belden’s Atlas (a portion seen here) 
shows the boundaries of the former Goulbourn Township.



Recent Musings: Letter from the Curator Manager

Kathryn Jamieson
We are thrilled to announce that the Museum’s artefact records are available online. 
This is a joint initiative between the Ottawa Museum Network and the City of 
Ottawa, including the Museums and Heritage Programs Unit and the City of Ottawa 
Archives. Presently, Goulbourn Museum has a limited number of records online but 
more will be added throughout the year. To help us prepare our records, Collections 
Intern Stephanie Miles was hired through the City of Ottawa’s Pilot Program for Youth 

Initiatives in Culture grant. I would like to thank Stephanie for all of her hard work on this project. I 
encourage you to explore our collection, along with the collections of other participating organizations 
here: ottawa.minisisinc.com  You can also find the link on our website under “Our Collection” within 
the “What’s On” tab.

At the Museum’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) on April 23, 2015, the members approved the 2014 
Audited Financial Statements and a change to the bylaws regarding the term of office for its Officers.  
Members also elected Casey Palmer to join the Board of Directors. At the first Board meeting following 
the AGM, Keith Hobbs was elected Chairperson, Ken Cownley was elected Vice-Chairperson, Phil 
Sweetnam was elected Treasurer, Frank Argue was elected Secretary, and Linda Preston moved into the 
Past-Chairperson role.  

We are pleased to announce that the Goulbourn Museum has formed a partnership with Minto 
Potter’s Key. Not only will Minto Potter’s Key be sponsoring the new Back to our Routes: The Evolution 
of Goulbourn’s Streets exhibition, but also our Father’s Day Flashback event on June 21st as well as the 
remaining Yap & Yarn and Family Craft Day programs this year. Keep an eye on our social media for 
more information on this exciting partnership. 

I look forward to seeing you soon.

Kathryn Jamieson
June 2015
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Leadership:Meet the New Board of Directors
Left to right: John Curry, Casey Palmer, Phil Sweetnam, Kathryn Jamieson (Curator Manager) 
Frank Argue, Linda Preston, Bram Blenk, Ken Cownley and Keith Hobbs. Absent: Glendon Moore.



From the Collection
Museum Highlights: From our staff 

Education & Community Programmer 

Tracey Donaldson
The Museum will have its Old-Fashioned Photo 

Booth at the Canada Day Celebrations at Sacred 

Heart High School from 3:00 - 6:00 p.m. this year. 

This annual event run by the Stittsville Village 

Association is the only time we take our photo booth off site, so don’t 

miss out!  Bring your family & friends, put on a costume, pose for a 

photo, make a donation and take home a fun Canada Day keepsake!

 Marketing & Visitor Services 

Sue Woodford
WANTED: Your memories of the Museum building 

in its past life as the township hall. Whether you 

attended 4H meetings in the building or got dolled 

up for dances there, we’d love to hear your stories. 

The Museum is celebrating its 25th year and your memories will help 

us tell the story of the history of the building before it became the 

Museum in 1990. Also, if you have any photographs from those days 

we would absolutely love to see them and make copies for our files. 

You can email written memories to info@goulbournmuseum.ca or call 

us at 613-831-2393.

Curatorial Assistant

Sarah Holla
We are excited to announce the Ottawa Museums 

& Archives Collections are now available online at 

ottawa.minisisinc.com. The home page displays 

featured artefacts and links to each participating 

organization’s collection. Click on an organization to view their 

collection or use the search bar at the top of the page to search the 

entire collection. Looking for something specific? Click “Advanced” 

to add key details about your inquiry. Just browsing? Try clicking our 

popular search terms to see artefacts grouped into topics such as the 

War of 1812, World Wars, and local business. Intrigued by an artefact in 

our preview? Click on the photograph to learn more. We invite you to 

visit us online and explore Goulbourn’s rich artefact history! 

The Ladies’ Book of Etiquette, and Manual of 
Politeness, from 1872, outlines how women 
were to dress and conduct themselves in 
public. For instance, if a lady was invited to 
a party the perfect dress was a necessity; 
light coloured silk trimmed in flowers, lace 
and tulle was the perfect choice. Ladies 
must wear boots or satin slippers as well as 
kid gloves, a fine lace trimmed handkerchief 
and a fan.  

Fans were fashionable to carry and were a 
means of keeping cool after a spin around 
the dance floor. This accessory could also 
be used to discretely flirt with young 
gentlemen in the crowd. For example, a fan 
pressed against a lady’s lips could signal that 
she wanted a kiss. These fan flirtations could 
cause a stir in upper class Victorian society, 
The Ladies’ Book of Etiquette called them 
“excessively vulgar and unlady-like.” 

On the subject of parties, 2015 marks the 
Museum’s 25th Anniversary! We hope to 
celebrate this milestone with you at our 
Father’s Day Flashback event on Sunday, 
June 21st!
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www.GoulbournMuseum.ca
2064 Huntley Road, Stittsville, ON, K2S 1B8  |  613-831-2393  |  info@goulbournmuseum.ca

Find us online:

Open all year: Wednesday to Sunday from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

     Coming EventsRecent Events

ArtefactsOnline:A partnership between the Ottawa Museum 
Network & City of Ottawa has led to an online catalogue of artefacts. 
Kathryn Jamieson spoke at the launch of the new website.

Drama in the Museum! Drama students from Sacred Heart 
filmed a scene in the Village Store for a video about the 1938 bank 
robbery in Richmond. The short film, produced by videographer Sandy 
Durocher, right, was shown as part a presentation given by John Curry 
at the Goulbourn Township Historical Society’s meeting in April. Look 
for “Hands Up - The Daring Richmond Bank Robbery of 1938” on YouTube.

I’m SoFancy!Mothers and daughters delighted in making 
their very own fascinators at the Museum’s “I’m So Fancy” fascinator 
workshop on Mother’s Day. Afternoon tea & treats were served too!

SUNDAY, JUNE 21 2015 - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
                            at the Goulbourn Museum

THANK YOU TO OUR
EXHIBITION & EVENT 

SPONSOR

Father’s Day Flashback

for an OLD-FASHIONED

25is turning and you are

invited to our

BIRTHDAY BASH


