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Heritage Advocacy Award: John Curry is 2014 Recipient
The Museum’s Board of Directors had
to work behind the scenes to surprise
one of its own Directors with this year’s
Heritage Advocacy Award. Given each
year at the Museum’s annual Evening
of Appreciation in July, the award
recognizes a volunteer who has made
an outstanding contribution to the
Goulbourn Museum.
This year marks the Museum’s 25th anniversary and John has been an active
volunteer for at least 24 of those 25
years. He began by serving as Treasurer
with the Goulbourn Township Historical Society’s (GTHS) Board of Directors
in 1991. After nine years as Treasurer,
he joined the Museum Committee for
another nine years before becoming a

Director with the Goulbourn Museum.
He became a founding member of the
Museum when it became an independent
body in 2010.
John has published numerous articles
and books about local heritage. As a
journalist with the Stittsville News, he
has been instrumental in helping the
Museum publicize its programs and
services. Last year alone Goulbourn
Museum had over 200 mentions in the
newspaper.
In addition to his dedication to the Museum, John also serves our community
through other organizations including
the Stittsville District Lions Club, the
Rotary Club of Ottawa-Stittsville, and

John Curry, centre, accepts his award
from the Museum’s Curator Manager
Kathryn Jamieson, left, and Chairperson
Keith Hobbs, right.

the GTHS. He is a founding member of the
Goulbourn Sports Hall of Fame Committee,
and is an Ottawa Catholic School Board
Trustee.

Happy Birthday to Us! Vintage Fun Marks Museum’s 25th
Over 300 visitors helped the Museum
mark its 25th anniversary by joining
us for a vintage birthday bash on
Father’s Day.
Father’s Day Flashback was sponsored by Minto Potter’s Key and
featured medieval battles, blacksmith demonstrations, a vintage
photo booth, street organ music,
face painting, professional calligraphers, great food, and oldfashioned games.

Blacksmith Mark Garvock gave demonstrations and talked
about his trade throughout the day. Photo by Himika Rashid

And, thanks to generous donations
from many local businesses, we
raised nearly $1,600 in our silent

auction. Visitors were able to bid on
over 40 prizes ranging from Barbie
dolls and books to Senators tickets,
golf games, and a night at the Brookstreet Hotel.
The silent auction is the Museum’s
primary fundraiser. The money raised
will be used to help us share the story
of Ottawa’s oldest military settlement. We currently care for over 9,000
artefacts and offer over 50 dynamic
programs and exhibitions throughout our community each year. These
activities serve nearly 12,000 people in
our neighbourhood annually.
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Goulbourn Museum is dedicated to preserving & sharing our community’s heritage.

Recent Musings: Letter from the Curator Manager
Kathryn Jamieson
Did you know that Maitland Street got its name from Sir Perigrine Maitland, who was
the Lieutenant Govenor of Upper Canada at the time of the Richmond Settlement
and also the Duke of Richmond’s son-in-law? Or that Fowler Street is named after
Major Fowler, an officer with the 100th Regiment of Foot? In the new exhibition titled
Back to our Routes: The Evolution of Goulbourn’s Streets, you will discover the story
behind many of our community street names. There are names we are still researching and would love
your help with the remaining streets. We have a binder in the Museum with space for you to add what
you know.
Have you heard the news? Minto Potter’s Key is sponsoring monthly draws at each of our remaining
Family Craft Days and Yap & Yarns this year! At the end of each program, staff will draw the name of
a lucky winner. At each Yap & Yarn, a $25 gift card to Michaels will be awarded, and at each Family
Craft Day a $25 gift card to Toys R Us will be given away. Minto Potter’s Key has also sponsored our
new exhibition Back to our Routes: The Evolution of Goulbourn’s Streets, so if you haven’t seen it yet,
participating in one of these programs is a great excuse to stop by.
I am pleased to welcome two
students to our team this
summer. Mackenzie Birdgenaw
was hired as a Collections
Assistant through the Canada
Summer Jobs grant, while
Sarah Allan was hired as a
Museum Assistant through a
Young Canada Works grant.
Mackenzie is working with the
artefact photograph collection
while Sarah is providing guided
tours to visitors and helping
us prepare for, and deliver, our
programs this season.

Mackenzie Birdgenaw
Sarah Allen
You may have noticed some improvements to our site over the past few months. Among other
projects, the City of Ottawa staff have painted our railings and bike rack, added a new cover to the
septic system, repaired our aging concrete flower boxes and even installed the new exhibit lighting
and dimmer switches we purchased last year. A big thank you to their team for all the extra work!
Kathryn Jamieson,
August 2015

Museum Highlights: From our staff
Education & Community Programmer

Tracey Donaldson
During the month of August the Museum will
be showcasing a new exhibition at the Stittsville
Public Library. This exhibit is all about the history of
hats and explains how and why the fashions have
changed over the decades. On display is an array of photographs,
accessories and of course hats from the Museum’s artefact collection.
If you have the chance to visit our exhibit at the Library please leave a
comment in our guest book.

Marketing & Visitor Services

Sue Woodford
With the arrival of summer, most people daydream
about long weekends, sunshine and beach weather.
Here at the Museum we are consumed with
thoughts of winter. Once Father’s Day Flashback is
behind us, it’s time to start planning our Christmas event. This year’s
Old-Fashioned Christmas & Outdoor Artisan Market takes place on
Sunday, November 22 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. and we will be looking to
fill 15+ vendor positions. Applications will be posted on our website
and social media in mid-August. The deadline for submissions is
Sunday, September 27th and the committee will make its selections
no later than October 2nd. If you or someone you know has questions
about the event or the process, please feel free to call me at the
Museum or email me directly: marketing@goulbournmuseum.ca

Curatorial Assistant

Sarah Holla
Fall is on its way and so are some pumpkin inspired
favourites. You won’t want to miss our Pumpkin
Spice Family Craft Day on the 13th of September.
Children will enjoy an afternoon of festive fall crafts
and will create life sized scarecrows for the Museum’s booth at the
Richmond Fair. The Richmond Fair is an agricultural tradition that has
spanned over 170 years. Our favourite part of the Fair is meeting all of
the local school children who will join us on Friday September 18th
for Agriculture Awareness Day. Come visit us September 18th to 20th
to take part in our Fall Fair Challenge, learn more about Goulbourn’s
agricultural history and view our amazing scarecrows. See you at the
Fair!
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From the Collection
Historically, dolls
have always been
popular toys for
young girls. They
have been found
in the graves of
Roman children,
whose coming of
age ritual included
offering their doll,
a symbol of their
childhood, to the
gods. These dolls
were made from clay, wood, or ivory, and it
wasn’t until the 1800s that material such as
porcelain became popular.
The first porcelain dolls were created in Germany; however French doll-makers quickly
acquired the craft and dominated the market.
Porcelain dolls were made from either china or
bisque. China dolls were made of glazed porcelain and had painted hair, while the bisque
dolls were made from unglazed porcelain
and sported wigs of mohair or human hair.
The use of wigs and bisque gave these dolls a
more realistic nature, and it soon became the
favoured style.
Initially, porcelain dolls were available solely
for the wealthy, however Germany managed
to regain their predominance in the market
by making the dolls accessible to the middle
classes. This was achieved through the use
of slightly cheaper materials. The bisque doll
pictured, was produced by famous German
doll-maker Armand Marseille. His business
lasted from the height of porcelain’s popularity in the late 1800s until 1930, when porcelain
was replaced by an innovative, modern material; plastic. While porcelain dolls are still being
made today, they are now considered adult
collectibles instead of children’s playthings.
To learn more about the history of children’s
toys, visit the Museum to see a new temporary
exhibit located in the front entrance.
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Recent Events

Coming Events

Celebrating Robert Munsch: May’s Family Craft Day Clang,
Clang, Rattle Bing Bang! wrapped with a reading of the Robert Munsch
classic, Pigs.

Doors Open: Curator Manager Kathryn Jamieson points out

artefacts of interest among the textiles. Over 130 visitors got a behindthe-scenes peek at the Museum’s collection during the Doors Open
Ottawa weekend in June.

Medieval Meltdowm: A fighter from Scallagrims Medieval

Martial Arts Centre cools off after a strenuous demonstration at the
Museum’s Father’s Day Flashback event on June 21st.
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