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Homegrown Heroes: Exhibit Examines Life Beyond the Trenches
In 2014 we mark two significant anniversaries, the
Centennial of the Great War, and the 75th Anniversary
of the Second World War. To reflect upon the great
effort put forth by Goulbourn on the home front we are
proud to announce the launch of our new exhibition,
Homegrown Heroes.
This exhibit examines the World Wars beyond the
trenches, showcasing personal accounts of how conflict
affected life in Goulbourn Township. The First and Second
World Wars created opportunities for women to become
part of the workforce and gain the right to vote, war
rationing and salvage campaigns impacted the quality
of life at home, and the embattled political debate on
conscription threatened mandatory military service for
the sons of farmers.
“I was going to try and get in the Air Force as I was
convinced I would be conscripted but Mother put the
end to that... They used to say “the army marched on
their stomach” and if they don’t get fed, they have a real

The Museum’s new Homegrown Heroes exhibit showcases personal accounts of
how the World Wars affected life in Goulbourn Township.

problem so they needed farmers at home.” ~ George Gilmour
Brown, Goulbourn Township, Voices III
We would love to share our new exhibition and more stories of
Goulbourn’s Homegrown Heroes with you! This exhibition will
be on display until April 2015. The Museum is open Wednesday
to Sunday from 1-4 p.m.

New: Voices from Goulbourn’s Past Volume 3 Now Available
The latest volume of Voices from
Goulbourn’s Past is now available. This
new collection of interviews recounts
the stories of seven long-time Goulbourn
residents: Sterling Graham, Earl Moore,
Mel Fee, Catharina Wytenburg, Gilmour Brown, Douglas Trimble, and Eric
Kirkham.
The book was compiled by Linda Preston,
Museum Chariperson, and the interviews
were conducted by Linda and her sister
Cheryl McCoy.

This third volume, as well as copies of
the two earlier volumes of the Voices
from Goulbourn’s Past series, can be
purchased from the Museum’s gift shop
for $20. The series is also available at the
Ashton General Store.
All proceeds from the sale of these
books will go towards Goulbourn
Museum’s effort to document, preserve,
and share the history of Goulbourn
Township.
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The Goulbourn Museum gratefully acknowledges the financial support of the City of Ottawa,
the Ontario Ministry of Tourism & Culture, Service Canada & the Department of Canadian Heritage.

Goulbourn Museum is dedicated to preserving & sharing our community’s heritage.

Recent Musings: Letter from the Curator-Manager
Kathryn Jamieson
This year marks the centenary of the Great War and the 75th anniversary of the
Second World War. In commemoration, our third annual Father’s Day event theme
was Homegrown Heroes. In addition to the many activities – including a military
obstacle course run by the Canadian Armed Forces and heritage demonstrations
from various re-enactors, collectors and enthusiasts – we launched our latest
exhibition of the same name. The Homegrown Heroes exhibition will be on display
until April 2015, but please don’t wait until then to stop by. While you’re here, be sure to browse
our extensive WWI and WWII scrapbook collection, and add the name of a loved one to our Tree of
Remembrance.
Each July we honour our volunteers, donors and contributors at our Evening of Appreciation. Not
only would I like to thank those who helped make our Homegrown Heroes event such a success,
but also those who contribute throughout the year. In particular, long-time volunteer Brenda
Holtz completed a tremendous project: she created four large scrapbooks containing detailed
information on soldiers who lived in Goulbourn and participated in the Great War. She also added
to the previous WWII scrapbook she compiled and, in recent years, she digitized a collection of
war letters and part of the Museum’s scrapbook collection. In recognition of her dedication, the
Goulbourn Museum Board of Directors has chosen to honour Brenda with our Heritage Advocacy
Award at this year’s Evening of Appreciation.
Finally, we are thrilled to have two dedicated summer students working with us: Sarah Norton
and Mackenzie Birdgenaw. Sarah is completing a Cultural
Studies Degree with an emphasis in Anthropology at Trent
University, and has been accepted into the fall semester of
the Applied Museum Studies program at Algonquin College.
Mackenzie is a recent graduate of the Applied Museum
Studies program, and will return to school for Canadian
Studies at Carleton University this fall. Visit our blog for
updates from each of them!
Mackenzie Birdgenaw and Sarah Norton
Kathryn Jamieson
July 2014

Wish List: Can you Help by Donating Gently Used Items?
As a registered charity, we rely
on the generous support of
our community.

need to make our exhibitions
and programs even better.

Support can come in many
forms: attending our events;
volunteering time; and, of
course, financial donations.

Currently we are in need of:

• Used clothing for dressing
scarecrows (plaid shirts,
pants, gloves, socks, etc.)

• Yarn or knitted 6 x 18
rectangles

• Whipper Snipper
• Mulch - black or natural

• Fabric (approx 1 x 3 ft. pieces)
in bright colours & patterns

• Canadian Tire money

But you can also support the
Museum by donating a Wish
List item. These are items we

• White outdoor LED string
lights

Call 613-831-2393 to help.
Thank you!

Museum Highlights: From our staff
Education & Community Programmer

T

From the Collection

Tracey Donaldson
Fall is fast approaching and with it you can
expect to see us at many well known community
events such as Villagefest and the Richmond Fair.
Villagefest on Saturday, September 13 at Stittsville
Village Square will be tons of fun. Once again we will test your skills
with a scavenger hunt, have a “What’s It?” artefact on display, plus
a craft for kids. At the Richmond Fair (September 18-21) we’ll have
a brand new display about the effects of WWI and WWII on our
community, and of course our popular candy counting contest will
make an appearance. Hope to see you out in our community enjoying
these annual autumn events!

Marketing & Visitor Services

Sue Woodford
It’s never too early to start thinking about
Christmas! This year’s Old-Fashioned Christmas and
Outdoor Artisan Market is being held on Sunday,
November 30th from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. We will
be sending out a call for vendors in August so if you or someone
you know is an artist, crafter or baker, keep an eye on our blog and
Facebook page for more information about the application process.
We will have space for 14 vendors and are looking for a variety
of handmade specialties. The event is juried to ensure we have a
balanced representation in each category.

Curatorial Assistant

Sarah Holla
Calling all fiber enthusiasts! Our informal fiber arts
circle “Yap & Yarn” is hosted at the Museum once a
month from September through May. Over the past
year Kathryn and I have been thrilled to share our
circle with knitters, crocheters, embroiderers, needle felters, spinners,
weavers and even a few mochimochi knitted friends! While we are on
holiday for the summer follow us on Pinterest for a little “Knit-spiration”
and keep up to date with our favourite free patterns and inspiring
projects. This fall the Museum will be organizing a “yarn-bombing”
project. We are looking for donations of knitted or crocheted squares
for a colourful yarn installation at the Museum!

This German bayonet was donated to the Museum in 1991.

Originating in the 1660s, the bayonet was
used by French soldiers as a self-defense
weapon. Once attached to the underside
of a rifle, the bayonet would turn the
entire rifle into a spear – therefore making
a group of light infantry into a group of
heavy infantry.
The original bayonet design started out as
an elongated spike which went through
several designs in order to properly secure
it to the rifle. It was used heavily during the
Napoleonic wars.
However, following the conflicts
afterwards, the spike began to fall out of
fashion as many new firearms made the
bayonet obsolete.
There were several new types created
such as saw-toothed bayonets or sword
bayonets but, in time, the bayonet became
a utility over practicality. The design was
eventually reduced to a knife style at
the start of the Great War. These knives
were designed for close quarters combat;
small and practical which was perfect
for the trenches and broad spectrum of
environments that soldiers fought in.
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Recent Events

Coming Events

Military Obstacle Course A member of the Canadian

Armed Forces preps a little one for the Father’s Day Obstacle Course
Challenge at our Homegrown Heroes event.

In Their Shoes Young volunteers from Richmond Public

School try on petticoats and a soldier’s jacket to feel what it was like to
dress in the pioneer days.

Kids Dig It! We had a full house for our Dinosaur Dig Family
Craft Day in June. Activities included sifting for artefacts which were
then used to make fossils, and searching for dinosaur bones!

Register by calling 613-831-2393
or email: education@goulbournmuseum.ca
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