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A G M :  New executive introduced at Annual General Meeting

New Board Member Tanya Hein chats 
with Museum Treasurer, Phil Sweetnam, 
following the Annual General Meeting.

Corn Roast to mark launch of heritage garden & outdoor exhibit
In August, the Museum will 

be launching a permanent 

outdoor exhibit and brand 

new heritage garden. The 

outdoor exhibit shines a 

spotlight on Stanley’s Corners 

– the area surrounding the 

Museum.

“We’re sharing the local 

history by highlighting old 

businesses and people’s 

memories of Stanley’s 

Corners,” says Tracey 

Donaldson, Manager and 

Exhibitions Curator.  To tie 

in the garden, each outdoor 

panel will feature details 

about a speci�c heritage 

plant. 

“The plants in our heritage 
garden will be reminiscent 
of the late 1800s and early 
1900s - the time between 
when the Museum was �rst 
built and when it was clad in 
cement,” says Donaldson.

“We want to teach the 
community about the 
importance of gardens and 
how they would have been 
depended on in Goulbourn’s 
early years,” she explains. 
“Plants would have been 
used for everything from 
food, medication and dye.” 

To mark the grand opening 
of the garden and launch of 
the exhibit, the Museum is 
inviting the public to a free 

corn roast on Saturday, 
August 17th from 11 a.m. to 
3 p.m.  The event will feature 
musical entertainment, 
games and activities, heritage 
demonstrators, homemade 
pie, hotdogs and, 

of course, fresh boiled corn. 

Families are encouraged to 

bring a blanket and enjoy  an 

afternoon feast while reveling 

in some old-fashioned fun on 

the Museum grounds.

Richmond Public High School Garden, c. 1906. Left to Right: Tommy 
O’Connor, Elizabeth O’Connor, Hazel Lewis and Jessie Ferrier.                
Goulbourn Township Historical Society Collection

The Museum welcomed a new Board 
Member at its  Annual General Meeting 
on April 23, 2019.  Stittsville resident 
Tanya Hein joined the Board bringing 
the total number of Directors to ten. 
Tanya has been an active volunteer in 
the community for years and is currently 
the President of the Stittsville Village 
Association. We look forward to her 
contributions to the Museum! 

The meeting also saw the approval of 
some minor changes to the Bylaws which 
are posted on the Museum’s website, as 
well as the approval of the 2018 audited 
�nancial statements. 

The Museum is good �nancial standing 
and the Board made the decision to stay 
with the same auditors, Nephin Winter 
Bingley, for 2019. 



Tracey Donaldson
The Museum has recently had the pleasure of taking part in a pilot partnership 
project with Carleton University, the City of Ottawa Archives and the Ottawa 
Museum Network (OMN).This collaborative initiative, fostered by our umbrella 
organization the OMN, worked with Carleton University’s Curatorial Studies 
Master’s Program in the development of their course. It culminated in a student 

exhibition, the focus of which was Ottawa’s relationship to food. The exhibition presented 
artefacts from Goulbourn Museum, the Diefenbunker, and Watson’s Mill. This project was an 
opportunity for the Museum to take part in mentoring a new generation of museum curators 
and exhibition designers. The exhibition, entitled Morsels of Memory, opened at the City of 
Ottawa Archives in March, and the Goulbourn portion of it will be on display at the Stittsville 
Library during the month of August.

Sta� and Directors are happy to welcome two new summer students to the Museum. Adam 
Kaegi joins us as Collections Assistant, and Rachel Liston as Museum and Exhibitions Assistant. 
The students, whose positions were partially funded by the Young Canada Works and Canada 
Summer Jobs grant programs, will be with us until the end of August.  Adam has a background 
in military and political history and is a graduate of Laurentian University in Sudbury where he 
received a specialization in history and a minor in political science. He is currently enrolled in the 
Applied Museum Studies Program at Algonquin College where he has just completed his �rst 
year. Rachel has lived in the Goulbourn community all her life and is in the middle of completing 
a Bachelor of Arts at Wilfrid Laurier University in Waterloo, where she is pursuing a major in 
English literature and a minor in communications studies.

Professional Development opportunities have been abundant and sta� has taken part in 
some great learning experiences. Sta� attended Historical Thinking led by an Ontario school 
curriculum specialist who provided useful information on designing museum programming 
for schools. Risk-Taking in Museums: A Leadership Symposium brought a panel of leading experts 
and international museum colleagues together to explore risk from a variety of perspectives. In 
March, sta� attended a Blue Umbrella training workshop provided by the Alzheimer Society. This 
training helped sta� understand how to make the Museum more inclusive for visitors a�ected 
by Alzheimer’s and dementia. In May, sta� members were introduced to the cultural and 
historical di�erences between First Nations, Inuit, and Métis at an Indigenous Cultural Awareness 
workshop. This highly informative session analyzed the evolution of the relationship between 
Canada and Indigenous people and provided tools for successful intercultural communication in 
the workplace.

Participation in courses such as these ensure that sta� knowledge and skills stay relevant and 
allows them to be more aware of changing trends and directions. As an important part of 
museum governance, Directors strongly support sta�’s pursuit of professional development 
opportunities.
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Museum Highlights: From our sta� 
Communications O�cer
Sue Woodford
The Museum and key places of interest throughout 
Goulbourn Township will soon be at your �ngertips on 
the mobile app Driftscape. This free app gives users a 
unique way to explore their surroundings and discover 
local arts, culture and history. Just select what you’re 

interested in and then start walking! The app will notify you when there’s 
something nearby. Driftscape is going to be a wonderful platform for the 
Museum to share site-speci�c stories such as the original site of the St. 
Thomas Anglican Church. Located beside the Museum, it was destroyed 
by �re in June of 1964. All that remains of the building is the steeple that 
rests in the active cemetery behind the church’s remaining plot.

Collections O�cer
Patrick Chisholm
During the spring of 2019 a partnered exhibition 
entitled Morsels of Memory – A Taste of Ottawa’s Food 
History was launched and put on temporary display at 
the City of Ottawa Archives. This exhibition featured 28 
artefacts from the Goulbourn Museum collection and 

included various food related items such as kitchen utensils and war ration 
books. This exhibition was a collaboration between the Ottawa Museum 
Network and the Curatorial Studies program at Carleton University. 
Collections sta� worked closely with the bright, innovative minds of 
the student curators who created the exhibit. The students selected the 
objects for their exhibition by reviewing our online collection and taking a 
tour of the Museum’s storage areas. The chosen artefacts represented the 
food history of the Goulbourn Township and the Museum’s over arching 
settlement theme of the area. 

Programming O�cer

Caitlyn McDougall
We o�er several educational programs that are 
popular with community youth groups. Comprised of 
three components, one of these programs introduces 
the idea of the Village General Store to children. The 
program o�ers a chance to learn about and discuss 

items that would have been available in the General Store and gets youth 
thinking about what early settler life would have been like. Following this 
they are invited to make a fascinator hat with Museum sta�. Hats were 
a staple in women’s wardrobes but many couldn’t a�ord pre-made hats. 
Instead, ladies would create them at home from supplies purchased at the 
General Store because components were more a�ordable and they could 
change parts as they came into style. In early June we held a Fascinator 
Workshop in partnership with Hazeldean Gardens Retirement Residence. 
It was an opportunity for residents to learn about fascinators and socialize 
while making their own. A week later, Museum sta� gave a cheeky 
presentation on etiquette while residents and guests were served High 
Tea while sporting their �nest fascinators!

From the Collection
T

This large scythe is an agricultural hand tool 
that was primarily used for harvesting crops 
or scything (cutting) grass. It has been in 
use for many centuries and was once heavily 
relied upon by farmers. 

This particular scythe was donated to the 
Museum’s artefact collection in 2013 by the 
Melburn-Scharfe family. The family lived 
on Main St. across from Bradley’s Store in 
Stittsville during the early 19th century. The 
tool was reportedly used during 1920-1930. 

Scythes came in various sizes and were 
designed for different tasks. A long, thin 
blade was more suitable for mowing grass 
or wheat, while smaller scythes, with a 
shorter blade were better suited for clearing 
weeds or small trees. 

Surprisingly, scything does not require a 
great amount of strength but it was a skill 
that took time to learn. With the bottom of 
the blade positioned close to the ground to 
cut the plant material, the user would hold 
each handle, rotate their body and swing 
the blade back and forth in a half circle arc. 
The scythe should always rest against 
the ground and move in a continuous arc 
across the front of the body. The return 
stroke would be the exact swing in reverse 
while still keeping the bottom of the blade 
against the ground. 

The scythe hand tool was replaced by 
horse-drawn ploughs which were then 
replaced by the tractor. 
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 Recent Events              Coming Events

Exhibit Launch: Tracey Donaldson, Goulbourn Museum 
Manager and Chair of the Ottawa Museum Network, introduces 
the �ve student curators from Carleton University at the launch of 
Morsels of Memory: A Taste of Ottawa’s Food History.

Memory Lane: Collections O�cer Patrick Chisholm gives 
residents of the Stittsville Villa a closer look at an artefact from the 
Museum’s collection during a recent adult education program.

Price is Right: In May, the Goulbourn Township Historical 
Society’s lecture series was held in the Museum. The talk, about 
the history of General Stores in Goulbourn, was followed by a retro 
game of  The Price is Right. Did you know that in 1902 a pound of 
tobacco would have cost you just 0.27 cents?


