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In the early days of Goulbourn 
Township, before Jackson 
Stitt’s in�uence led to the 
naming of the village, the 
area around the intersection 
of Carp and Hazeldean roads 
was thriving with business. 
Along this well-travelled 
crossroads, on a triangular 
piece of land was where 
“The Fair Green” came to be. 
The Fair Green was a lively 
gathering place for farmers 
who traded horses and cattle. 
As more settlers �nished 
clearing their land, demand 
increased and a strong market 
for the purchase of livestock 
developed in Goulbourn. 

Years have passed since the 
height of The Fair Green and 
prominence of Jackson Stitt’s 
store and post o�ce. The 
Great Fire of 1870 forever 

Tis the Season!  Annual Christmas event set for November 18th

changed Stittsville’s landscape 
and dictated the relocation 
of business and settlement 
away from The Fair Green and 
“Old Stittsville.” New Stittsville 
centered on the railway’s 
intersection of Stittsville Main 
Street, there business thrived 
and Stittsville prospered with 
the help of the railway. Life 
goes on as they say!

The newly opened Hazeldean 
Gardens Retirement Residence 
is situated in the heart of The 
Fair Green and our Goulbourn 
Museum sta� were happy to 
help commemorate its Grand 
Opening on September 29. 
Dressed in their Edwardian 
best, Manager Tracey 
Donaldson and Collections 
and Education O�cer Sarah 
Holla took guests on a journey 
through the villages’ rich 

Get a head-start on your Christmas 
shopping at Goulbourn Museum’s 
Old-Fashioned Christmas & Outdoor 
Artisan Market. This annual holiday 
celebration is in its 6th year and 
features local artisans, baked 
goodies, old world entertainment 
and festive crafts.

The event takes place Sunday, 
November 18 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Vendors at this year’s event will be 
selling a diverse array of handmade 
gift items including heirloom 

preserves, chocolate goodies, natural 
soaps and candles, stained glass, 
toys, pottery, woodwork, textiles, 
and much more! See our website for 
a complete list of vendors.

Families can pose for a photo with 
Santa, pen letters to the North 
Pole with help from the Calligraphy 
Society of Ottawa, try their hand 
at vintage holiday crafts, enjoy 
Christmas music, hot chocolate and 
apple cider, and roast marshmallows 
by the �re.  Admission is free!

Fall 2018

Grand Opening: History takes centre stage at Hazeldean Gardens

Tracey Donaldson (left) and Sarah Holla (right) speak at the Grand 
Opening of Hazeldean Gardens Retirement Residence.

Mary Cooke (right) owner of Crazy4Crafts will be back in the 
vendor tent again this year selling her colourful creations.

history – focusing on the 
historical footprint of the 
new building in the Stittsville 
community. 

To recognize the rich heritage 
of Stittsville, and provide 
residents with access to 
artefacts and historical 
programs, Hazeldean Gardens 
has formed a multi-year 

partnership with Goulbourn 
Museum. The Museum has 
installed an 1879 settlement 
map and a collection of historic 
images which can be found on 
the walls of the lobby, bistro 
and piano lounge areas. In 
addition, the Museum will be 
providing rotating exhibitions 
for Hazeldean Gardens’ curio 
cabinet. 
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Tracey Donaldson
In my last letter I updated you on the many changes happening at the museum...
and they just keep coming! Our Collections and Education O�cer, Sarah Holla will be 
leaving in December for a happy circumstance that will have her o� for 12 months 
(with her hands full). To prepare for her absence over the next year, and to help us 
accomplish the many tasks ahead of us the Museum has been fortunate enough to 

welcome some talented new sta�.

Caitlyn McDougall, is stepping into the role of Programming O�cer during Sarah’s absence and her 
�rst couple of weeks have been a great success. She has demonstrated her ability to rise to a challenge, 
works well with sta�, and has already brought some great new ideas to the table. We are very excited 
to have her join our team. (See page 3 for more details.)

The in new role of Collections Administrator we welcome Patrick Chisholm. Patrick 
is an accomplished employee with education and experience in the Museum �eld. 
He graduated from Algonquin’s Applied Museum Studies program in 2018 and has 
experience working with both national and municipal collections. Organizations 
he’s worked at include, City of Ottawa Archives, Ingenium – Canada’s Science and 
Technology Museum, and the Canadian Museum Association. Patrick was hired in 
partnership with the Young Canada Works Building Careers in Heritage internship 
program.

Perhaps one of the most exciting new organizational developments is the Board of Directors’ 
decision to support the creation of an Acquisition Committee. This committee will foster the future 
development of the Museum’s artefact collections helping to ensure it meets the Museum’s mandate 
and houses a comprehensive representation of the Goulbourn Township. (See page 3 for more details.)

The heart and soul of a community Museum is its volunteers and we’ve 
been blessed to have Keith Hobbs in our corner for the past eight 
years. On the heels of completing his three-year-term as Museum 
Chairperson, Keith has submitted his resignation from the Board of 
Directors in order to focus his time in other areas of interest.

Keith was paramount in bringing the Museum up to it’s current 
standards and worked tirelessly on governance, policies and 
procedures. He represented the organization at countless events 
throughout the City, brought his grandchildren to our programs and events, and devoted an 
impossible number of hours to manually clearing brush and dead trees on the Museum’s side lot, often 
solo.

The Hobbs family has deep roots in Goulbourn dating back to 1860. The family farm on Mans�eld Rd. 
sits on what was originally crown land granted to James Cullen in 1825. According to an article written 
by Keith on his  website  hobbsfarm1860.ca, the property subsequently reverted to the Crown and 
“roo�ess log walls with an elm tree growing from the cellar were all that stood when James Hobbs won 
the 1860 race to Perth to obtain legal title to the property.” The rest, as they say, is history.

We are sad to see Keith go but know that he will roll up his sleeves and give 100 per cent wherever he 
chooses to focus his attention.

Recent Musings: Letter from the Manager
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Museum Highlights: From our sta� 

Communications O�cer

Sue Woodford
In an e�ort to keep improving our Old-Fashioned 
Christmas & Outdoor Artisan Market we ask visitors 
to �ll out a quick survey during the event. In return, 
participants are entered into a draw to win a prize.  
This year we’re ditching the paper and pen survey 

and going to an online questionnaire that can be submitted on the 
spot! On November 18th please keep an eye out for our friendly 
costumed volunteer carrying a tablet. Your responses will help ensure 
we’re on the right track and, most importantly, you could take home a 
prize!

Collections & Education O�cer 

Sarah Holla
Big changes are happening behind the scenes in 
the Museum’s collections! I am excited to announce 
the formation of an Acquisition Committee. The 
Museum will be updating the way it acquires 
objects for its artefact and working collections. The 

Acquisition Committee, which is comprised of Museum sta�, directors, 
members, as well as members of the community, will determine 
the historic value of all potential artefacts proposed for donation. 
The Committee puts the �nal decisions of what the Museum cares 
for in perpetuity in the hands of the public it serves. Involvement in 
the Committee will foster historical interest and knowledge of the 
Museum’s collections. The second big change will be my absence from 
the Museum in 2019. Bill, Alex and I are excited to welcome a new 
addition to our family this December. Wishing you all a wonderful year 
and I will see you again in 2020!

Programming O�cer

Caitlyn McDougall
I am ecstatic to be joining the Goulbourn Museum’s 
team as Programming O�cer while Sarah is 
on maternity leave. I am coming to you with a 
background in Art Education and experience 
interpreting in both gallery and museum settings. I 

completed my degree at OCAD University in Toronto, interning at the 
Art Gallery of Ontario as an Education O�cer. It was during a tour I was 
leading to the newly opened Frida Kahlo exhibit when the museum 
bug bit me-and I’ve been passionate about museum education ever 
since!  I’m so excited to get started in my new role and to be joining 
such a vibrant and historically rich community. I will be continuing to 
support with gusto all of your favourite tried and true programming—
but watch this space, because we have some exciting new programs 
coming up!

From the Collection
T

Hockey is Canada’s official national 
winter sport and has united Canadian 
men, women and children in the 
passionate participation and 
observation of sport nationwide. 
Canadian players form the core of many 
National Hockey League teams and 
Hockey Canada’s national women’s, 
men’s and para hockey teams are 
renowned sporting role models for 
youngsters starting off their journey 
with the game. 

This treasure from Goulbourn Museum’s 
collection is a small pewter hockey 
trophy donated on behalf of the 
Richmond Public School. On the front of 
the trophy is inscribed “R. C. S. Hockey 
Tournament 1940 Donated By Donald 
Davidson.” RCS in the inscription refers 
to Richmond Continuation School. On 
the reverse are inscribed the names of 
some talented young Richmond hockey 
players B. Nussey (Capt), B. Brown, 
B. James, G. Houlahan, B. Stewart, F. 
Spearman and D. Arbuckle. 
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Find us online:

Open all year: Wednesday to Sunday from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

 Recent Events              Coming Events

Richmond Fair: This year the Museum taught school children 
about the challenges soldiers faced when they were given land 
grants in Richmond and had to become farmers overnight.

Harvest Fest: It’s always a pleasure to attend Munster Harvest 
Fest and bring our popular photo booth. Visitors of all ages �ocked 
to our tent to pick a prop and strike a pose!

Mischief Managed! After decorating magic wands (and 
making potions and creature eggs) children played a game of 
Kidditch (children’s Quidditch) at October’s Family Craft Day.

To sign up email : register@goulbournmuseum.ca


