Museum Messenger
Goulbourn Museum’s Seasonal Newsletter Volume 9, Issue 4

Winter 2014

Feb. 17th: Colonel Burke’s Medal Unveiled at Family Day Event
Visitors to the Museum on Family Day will not only enjoy
free family fun but they will also be the first to glimpse
a piece of military history that was once pinned to the
chest of one of Goulbourn’s War of 1812 heroes.
After being passed down from generation to generation
for 160 years, the family of Colonel George Thew Burke
has entrusted the Museum with his silver military
medal. Burke’s medal will be added to the Museum’s
100th Regiment of Foot exhibition which is undergoing
renovations to make the displays more accessible. Both
the medal and the refreshed exhibit will be unveiled at
our event on February 17th.
Family Day at the Museum will feature a host of fun
activities: Pose for a photo keepsake in our OldFashioned Photo Booth; stop at one of our craft stations;
let the kids play in our replica village shop; and enjoy
light refreshments.
The Family Day festivities take place Monday, February
17 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. All ages welcome. Admission is
free.

Siblings Scott and Elizabeth Baylis recently donated this family heirloom which
belonged to Colonel George Thew Burke. It will be unveiled at the Museum Feb. 17.

Camp Curator: Children Go Behind-the-Scenes at a Museum
On the heels of last year’s rave reviews,
Goulbourn Museum is again offering its
March Break camp for curious kids.
At Camp Curator children aged 6-11 will
get their very own curator kits, learn
how to handle artefacts, create their
own exhibits and even conduct an
archeological dig.
This week long camp includes crafts,
games, a behind-the-scenes tour of the
artefact collection and visits from special
guests.
“Camp Curator was by far the best camp

experience Jayden has ever had,” says
Stittsville parent Corrine Easy. “She
was absolutely thrilled with her exhibit,
new archeological dig training and the
prestige that came with wearing a lab
coat each day.”
Camp Curator takes place March 10-14
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Cost is
$125 per child. Snacks are included.
For more information or to register,
please call 613-831-2393 or email
education@goulbournmuseum.ca

Children at last year’s Camp Curator examine antique toys
during a private tour of the Museum’s collection.
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Goulbourn Museum is dedicated to preserving & sharing our community’s heritage.

Recent Musings: Letter from the Curator-Manager
Kathryn Jamieson
The Goulbourn Museum had a great 2013 year: we saw a 28% increase in Museum
visitors and an incredible 38% increase in programming and special event participation.
We recently welcomed over 400 visitors to our Old-Fashioned Christmas to shop for
locally made crafts, write letters to Santa, play with vintage toys and enjoy hot chocolate
by a fire. We are also happy to announce we’ve been nominated for the West Ottawa
Board of Trade (formally the Kanata Chamber of Commerce) People’s Choice Business
Awards in the Community/Non-Profit Organization (Goulbourn) category. Online voting closes February 3!
As we continue to build on last year’s momentum, we have prepared a full schedule of exhibitions
and programming for 2014. The 100th Regiment of Foot exhibition will re-launch on Family Day, and in
preparation for Father’s Day in June, we are working on a new exhibition to commemorate the centenary
of the Great War and the 75th anniversary of World War II. The Ottawa Museum Network has launched
its new Inquiring Minds program for schools, and in 2014 the Museum will begin facilitating these weeklong educational programs onsite. Work to document our growing artefact collection will continue as we
transition to the new database, and we plan to have a portion of our records online this year.
Recently we said farewell to our high school co-op student Katrina Mulholland. Katrina is a senior at South
Carleton High School in Richmond and had been busy working with the collection of 40,000 archeological
artefacts donated last fall. Katrina carefully labeled and recorded hundreds of bags carrying roughly 5000 of
those artefacts. While examining each bag she found many interesting artefacts, including coins, brooches,
pipe pieces and sleigh bells. We look forward to working through the remainder of the collection and
making more discoveries.
We are always looking for new avenues to share our messages. If you have a website or online calendar you
frequent while searching for family activities, please let us know. The easier it is for you to hear about our
events, the better.
I look forward to seeing you soon.
Kathryn Jamieson
January 2014

List
Co-op Student Digs Her Job MuseumWish
One person’s junk is a Museum’s

South Carleton co-op student
Katrina Mulholland was among
the first to lay eyes on many of the
artefacts donated to the Museum
from a recent archaeological dig in
Richmond.

Visit our YouTube channel to see
some of her favourite finds. Follow
this link: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=nKwxNFw5i2o or go to
www.youtube.ca and search for
“Co-op Student Digs her Job.”
Thanks for your hard work, Katrina!

This pistol was one of the many
treasures Katrina found while
recording the artefacts from the
Richmond dig.

treasure! As a registered charity, we rely
on the generous support of our community. Support can come in many forms:
attending our events; volunteering time;
and, of course, financial donations.
But you can also support the Museum
by donating a Wish List item. These are
items we need to make our exhibitions
and programs even better. Currently we
are in search of:
• Firewood
• Battery-operated tealight candles
• White outdoor LED string lights
• Canadian Tire money
Call 613-831-2393 if you can help. Thank you!

Museum Highlights: From our staff

From the Collection

Education & Community Programmer

Tracey Donaldson
In January I will be refreshing the Museum’s
exhibition on the 100th Regiment of Foot. In
addition to making it more accessible I will also be
incorporating new material and artefacts including
the exciting new acquisition of Colonel Burke’s medal. The opening
of this updated exhibition will take place at our Family Day event on
Monday, February 17th from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. The exhibition will be
a permanent addition to the Museum so if you can’t make it to the
unveiling on Family Day, please stop by during our opening hours to
see all the changes.

Marketing & Visitor Services

Sue Woodford
With a marketing budget totaling just 2% of our
operating budget, Goulbourn Museum’s marketing
campaign relies heavily on free advertising.
Wonderful partnerships with local newspapers,
councillors, heritage organizations and village
associations help spread the word about events and activities but
social media is key to reaching and interacting with the Museum’s
target audience. In 2013 the Museum grew its social media base seeing
a 54 percent increase in Pinterest followers, 43 percent more Facebook
fans and a 15 percent rise in Twitter followers. And, despite spending
less than $600 on paid advertising to promote events in 2013, our
programming and special events attendance rose by 38 percent and
onsite visits in general increased by 28 per cent. In 2014, with the
help of focus groups and the creation of a marketing/communications
strategy we hope to see these numbers continue to rise.

Curatorial Assistant

Sarah Holla
I am happy to be back for a new year at Goulbourn
Museum. We are excited to share many more
programs and workshops with you in 2014. In
particular, our Family Craft Days and Yap & Yarn fibre
arts circles. Family Craft Days are offered monthly
throughout the year and Yap & Yarn meets monthly from January to
May and September to December. See the last page of the Messenger
for a list of dates for your calendar. In addition to fun new themes,
Family Craft Days now have more spaces available for registration, and
cost $4.00 per participant. Visit the Programs and Workshops page of
our website to download the Family Events flyer. The next craft day is
Maple Madness on March 23rd. To register, call 613-831-2393 or email
education@goulbournmuseum.ca

Donated by Grace Thompson in 1985, this
skater’s lantern had been in her family for as
long as she could remember.
As you’ll learn next winter when you flip to
the month of December in our 2014 calendar,
skating was a popular date night before
dinner-and-a-movie. Each party brought their
own lantern so one could light the way while
skating as the other stayed on shore to mark
their belongings.
While we can’t say for sure, we think this
lantern may be a Perko Wonder Junior Lantern,
made by Perkins Lantern of New York. Lanterns
of this style were made between 1918 and
1925. The founders of what is now known as
Perko found success in creating kerosene and
electric lanterns for the marine industry, and
five generations later, is it still a family operated
corporation.

This skater’s lantern is one of the artefacts featured
in our 2014 calendar for the month of December.

Recent Events

Winter Wonderland Children dressed with festive flair and made
holiday crafts at our last Family Craft Day of 2013 held in November.

Coming Events

Vintage Charm:Jewelry Workshop
Sunday, May 4th from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
At this adult workshop you will create a double-sided
collage necklace using vintage photos of your own or
from a wide selection available at the workshop. At the
end of the class you will have a completed necklace ready
to wear or give to someone special for Mother’s Day.

Old-Fashioned Christmas - Art & Craft Sale

Our inaugural Old-Fashioned Christmas was a wonderful success. We
had over 400 visitors to our vendor tent, snapped more than 70 Santa
photos, and over 60 children penned letters to Old St. Nick!

This class is being taught by local artist Wendy Southam
of Dragonfly Dreamers. All supplies are included but you
may bring small photos of your own that fit within a 1.5
inch square, or 1 inch x 3 inch space.
Cost is $35 per person and includes supplies and
afternoon tea.
To register email education@goulbournmuseum.ca or call
613-831-2393.

Yap & Yarn There was a lot of knitting and friendly chatter at

January’s Yap & Yarn. The group meets once a month (see dates at right)
and there’s no need to register. Just drop by between 1-3 p.m. and
bring your knitting project. All ages & knitting levels welcome!

GoulbournMusuem

www.
.ca
2064 Huntley Road, Stittsville, ON, K2S 1B8 | 613-831-2393 | goulbmus@rogers.com

Find us online:
Open all year: Wednesday to Sunday from 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

