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War of 1812: A Bicentennial

Celebration

Members of the Glengarry Light Infantry re-enactors go about their daily
routines at the Goulbourn Museum War of 1812 Bicentennial Celebration

On June 17th the Museum held a War of 1812
bicentennial celebration which drew over 450
visitors. Activities included a kids’ zone with
a Shako hat craft station and a photo booth
where visitors had their picture taken in period
costumes. Throughout the day historical
presentations and live music entertained visitors
while the Glengarry Light Infantry re-enactors
performed historical displays and created a
thrilling atmosphere which offered a glimpse
of early 19th century military life. The Museum
partnered with community organizations, local
businesses and individual supporters to hold
a successful silent auction, barbeque and used
book sale.

New exhibitions: War of 1812, a Bicentennial Thanks to all those who kindly
Celebration
contributed
Our new
exhibition will
remain on site
until spring
2013. Make
sure to come
out to the
Museum to
see it before it
starts traveling

Inside the Museum, visitors explored local military history and
were introduced to two new exhibits to commemorate the
bicentennial; The Voyage of Goulbourn’s 100th Regiment, which
examines the hardships endured by soldiers during their voyage
to Canada, and Exceptional Women in the War of 1812 (above), a
bilingual travelling exhibit which tells of the courage and sacrifice
of the often overlooked heroines of the War of 1812.
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The Goulbourn Museum gratefully acknowledges the financial support of the City of Ottawa,
the Ontario Ministry of Tourism & Culture, Service Canada & the Department of Canadian Heritage.

Goulbourn Museum is dedicated to preserving & sharing our community’s heritage.

A New Beginning: Letter from the Director
Donna Keays-Hockey
August 2012
It’s was a great summer at the Museum! Our two students, Emily Monette and Tyler
Gogo, were fabulous – both returned to university to pursue graduate studies this fall.
The Museum’s War of 1812-14 bicentennial celebration held on June 17th set an all-time
attendance record with 450 visitors to our site. We were extremely pleased to receive
funding through the Government of Canada’s 1812 Commemoration Fund to assist with the costs of
staging the event as well as the launch of our new exhibit Exceptional Women in the War of 1812.
The Museum’s new website is up and running. Simple changes can now be made in-house. This is not only
cost effective; it also ensures that our schedule of programs and services is kept up to date. Additional
website enhancements are forthcoming. The inclusion of PayPal will allow clients to pay for gift shop
purchases right from our site.
The Museum’s History Centre operation:
•
Under the terms of the separation agreement reached in September 2011, the Historical Society
retained the family genealogy and local history vertical file collections, the photograph collection, and
the local history reference materials (census, cemetery listing etc). The Society has now transferred these
collections to the Stittsville Branch of the Ottawa Public Library.
•
The Museum retained the original document collection including municipal tax rolls, births/
marriages/deaths, scrapbooks, family legal documents, as well as an electronic version of the Historical
Society’s photograph collection.
•
As the research collections and original documents are now housed in two separate locations,
the Museum’s Board of Directors will need to re-examine the focus and mandate of our History Centre
operation. A decision will be made that endeavours to provide researchers with the best possible service
and access to these collections.
This fall, the Museum hired a Marketing and Visitor Services employee. For the past five years, our staff has
concentrated on developing high quality programs and services. The new marketing position will take us
to the next stage and ensure the public has first hand knowledge of all the great resources available at our
site.
Look for us at Stittsville’s Villagefest, Sept 29.

Pioneer Presentation:
On June 25, Museum staff gave presentations to 90 students from Grade 3 and 4 classes at A. Lorne
Cassidy Elementary School in Stittsville. Dressed in period clothing, staff shared artefacts, photographs, and stories about settlement, pioneers, and the early industries of Goulbourn Township.
Students learned what life was like for early settlers by examining artefacts used by pioneers in a
fun memory game!

Above: Students from A. Lorne Cassidy are fully immersed in the historical presentation given by staff members.

Museum Highlights: From our Staff
Curator-Manager Kathryn Ward

From our Collection
Queen Victoria

60 Years Our Queen Jubilee Print

We are happy to announce that the Museum now
has over 300 photographs in its collection. Thanks
to Lois Garland and Brian Cornforth, who each
allowed the Museum to borrow scrapbooks and
genealogies, we were able to create digital copies
of the photographs, print hard copies of each
one, and enter them into our searchable database
before returning the originals. If you have old family
photographs you would like to share with the community, please send
me an email at collections@goulbournmuseum.ca.

Education & Community
Programmer Tracey Donaldson
This summer has sped by and with it a number of
family craft days and celebrations, including our
War of 1812 event which we are happy to say was
a huge success, so much so that we are planning
another event next Father’s day. The Museum’s new
exhibition Exceptional Women in the War of 1812 that
launched at our 1812 event was met with much delight and makes a
wonderful addition to our current exhibits. This exhibit will be onsite
until next spring when we plan to send it out as a travelling exhibit.
Make sure to come out and visit us before it closes.

Programming Assistant Tyler Gogo
Throughout this busy summer I have had many
exciting opportunities at the Museum and at our
numerous off-site events. From assisting with
community programming like Family Craft Days,
working on panels for the 100th travelling exhibit,
and creating accessible formats of museum
exhibits, I have had a stimulating range of projects
throughout the summer. As a relatively new
resident of the Ottawa area, my time at the Museum has introduced
me further to this area’s rich and exciting history.

Collections Assistant Emily Monette
This summer I worked on scanning and reproducing
two family scrapbooks loaned to the Museum from
members of the community. Now the Museum’s
photo collection is up to 300 photos and still
growing! New artefacts have been coming in over
the summer, accessioning and organising the
collection has been ongoing. A side project this
summer has been creating a reproduction Beldon’s
1879 map, this will be for sale in the future in the Museum’s gift shop.

In honour of the Queen’s Jubilee this summer,
we thought we’d share an artefact from
the Museum’s ‘Royal’s Collection’. This print,
designed in1897 by J.C. Clarks of Toronto,
celebrates the Jubilee of Queen Victoria.
Born May 24th 1819, proclaimed Queen June
20th 1837, and married February 10th 1840,
Queen Victoria was the longest reining British
Monarch, a total of 63 years and 7 months. The
image depicts a figure holding the Dominion
of Canada flag, featuring the Victorian crown
and the crest of the 5 Canadian provinces as
she presents a crown labeled ‘Canada’s Tribute’
to the Queen.

Marketing & Visitor Services
Sue Woodford
Goulbourn Museum has added
a new employee to its team! Sue
has signed on for a six month
contract, and will be managing
our social media, writing our
press releases and designing our
marketing material, as well as
producing and distributing our
newsletters and assisting with tours and events.
Sue has been telling stories through pictures and
prose for over 20 years. She studied Photojournalism at Loyalist College and worked at the Kanata
Kourier-Standard newspaper for 8 years receiving
awards for both writing and photography from
the Ontario Community Newspaper Association
(OCNA). Following a freelance career in communications she took on the role of Manager, Creative
Services with Evans Team Ottawa at Royal LePage.
In 2012 she completed her post-graduate certificate
in Interactive Multimedia from Algonquin College.
Sue has been a resident of Stittsville since 1995.

Recent Events

Coming Events

Art show (May 27)

Local artists and artisans display and
sell their work at the Museum’s Art
Show in May.

Rock’n Royals (June 2)

Our home-made fascinator and
boutineer station was a hit with
children and parents celebrating the
Queen’s diamond jubilee at Rock’n
Royals in June.

Doors open (June 3)

Tours of the Museum and collection
as well as demonstrations by the
84th Regiment re-enactors immersed
visitors in early 19th century way of
life during Doors Open in June.

!
DATE
NEW

On Dec. 2nd local artists will showcase
their work in a sale of fine arts and
crafts at the Goulbourn Museum. This
free event runs from 1-4.

Canada Day

Families celebrated in style and got
their picture taken at the Museum’s
photo booth during Canada Day
Celebrations in Stittsville at the GRC.

Richmond Fair (Sept 14 -16)

Staff presented to Grade 4 classes all
day Friday Sept. 14, and both staff and
volunteers were on site all weekend
to speak with visitors about our
community’s history. A big Thank You
to all those that helped out!
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