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Farewell: Sarah Forsyth

After working with us for nearly six years, Sarah
Forsyth left the Museum in December 2011.
The Goulbourn and Nepean museums jointly
received an Ontario Trillium Foundation grant
from the province in 2006, and hired Sarah to
work full time between both sites. After just
over a year, Sarah joined the Goulbourn team
full time, and has since organized and further
developed our collection, written policies and
procedures, tracked the Museum environmental
readings and helped the Museum reach and
exceed professional standards.
Goulbourn Museum President Hilda Moore (left) & Executive Director
Donna Keays-Hockey (right) present Sarah with her farewell card and gift.

We’ll certainly miss Sarah, but we wish her the
best on her future endeavours!

Goulbourn Township’s Pioneers: The Early Years in our Community
Goulbourn Township has a unique history compared to other
communities within the City of Ottawa. The Village of Richmond
was the first settlement in all of Ottawa and settled in 1818.
This pre-dates the Rideau Canal by eight years! To celebrate and
showcase our community’s history, we re-designed our former
pioneer exhibit to better reflect our unique story.
The new exhibition, which launched on Family Day (February
20, 2012), incorporates information about the early years of
Stittsville, Richmond, Ashton and Munster, as well as the smaller
communities like Mansfield and Hazeldean. Photographs and
artefacts related to each community are included, as well artefacts
that represent local industry. For the little ones and the young-atheart, materials are provided to build log cabins. Our popular
I Spy: Artefact Hunt game was updated with new artefacts in time
for the exhibit opening, and children have been closely examining
the Museum displays at all events since.

Our new
permanent
exhibit opened on
February 20, 2012,
just in time for
Family Day.
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the Ontario Ministry of Tourism & Culture, Service Canada & the Department of Canadian Heritage.

Goulbourn Museum is dedicated to preserving & sharing our community’s heritage.

A New Beginning: Letter from the Director
Donna Keays-Hockey
April 2012
Spring is a busy time at the Museum. Our employees are hard at work planning
family craft days, special events, and exhibitions that encourage local residents
to explore their community’s history. On April 19th the Museum held its annual
Evening of Appreciation – an opportunity for the Board of Directors to thank
all those who contributed to the Museum over the past year. Arrangements are in place for our
Annual General Meeting coming up on April 28th.
We have been fortunate to have an intern from Algonquin College’s Applied Museum Studies
program working at our site this spring. Jessie Kavanagh has been registering and storing our ever
increasing collection of locally donated artefacts. Thank you Jessie, for all your hard work! We wish
you every success as you pursue your chosen career path.
Lord Cultural Resources has been working on a comprehensive development plan for the Museum.
The key issues examined include: governance, staffing, revenue generation, long term stability,
collections, exhibitions, and public programming along with site, space and facilities. The final
phase of the project will be complete by late May, and will include both a ten-year development
plan and a five-year implementation plan.
The Museum has just completed an Emergency Preparedness Plan. The Plan covers response,
communication and salvage procedures for most emergency situations that might occur at the
Museum. It also identifies the key members of the response team, and outlines their roles and
responsibilities.
There are a number of special events coming up at our site. The Goulbourn Spring Art and Craft
Show – Uniquely Goulbourn will be held on May 27th. This event provides a great venue for local
artists to showcase and sell their fabulous wares. As well, we will be celebrating the bi-centennial
of the War of 1812 at the Museum on June 17th. The line-up for this special day includes a military
re-enactment, the launch of a new exhibition, and plenty of surprises for all ages.
Make sure you set aside some time to enjoy these heritage activities in your community!

Community Corner Cabinet: The display needs your artefacts!
To accompany our coming exhibit about the role of women during the War of 1812, we want
to showcase antique accessories like shoes, purses and hats. If you have any antique, vintage or
heirloom women’s accessories you are willing to lend the Goulbourn Museum, please contact us
at collections@goulbournmuseum.ca or 613-831-2393 before May 11, 2012. We are interested
in borrowing these items for a four month period, and they will be on display during our big
Bicentennial Celebration on June 17, 2012.

Above: This accessories (purse, hair pins and fan) are examples of the types of accessories we hope to
include in this display. To see these artefacts in person, visit our Village Store exhibit in the Museum.

Museum Highlights: From our Staff
Curator-Manager (Acting) Kathryn Ward

Our new acting positions have allowed us to
try more areas of museum work this year. I’ve
been able to continue working on exhibitions
and programming with Tracey, and I’ve also
been able work with the collection and learn
more about the administration side of things.
Since January, we’ve applied for four grants,
installed a new permanent exhibition and a
travelling exhibition, accepted several new artefacts, organized
a new storage area for the collection and even offered our first
set of 1/2 day camps during March Break. What a busy and
exciting year! To help us get everything done, we have JessieLyn Kavanagh from Algonquin College’s Applied Museum
Studies program completing a four month internship with us.
Jessie is helping us get caught up on all of our numbering and
paperwork with all the new artefacts we’ve received.

Education & Community Programmer
(Acting) Tracey Donaldson

I became a permanent member of the
Goulbourn Museum staff in January, and with
my newly appointed acting position I have
had many new opportunities. I’ve been busy
working on exhibits, running programs &
preparing for events. We had the successful
launch of our new Pioneers of Goulbourn
exhibition on Family Day in February. Many
community members stopped by to participate the day’s
activities, view our new exhibit and enjoy refreshments. In
March we held and our first Goulbourn Museum March Break Craft
Camp, which was very well received. My current focus will be
the planning of our War of 1812 Bicentennial Celebration which
will take place at the Museum on June 17th. Be sure to bring
your family out for a great event! The day will be full of new
exhibits, displays, games, and more.

Collections Intern Jessie-Lynn Kavanagh

Since our last newsletter, we received artefact
donations & loans from the following: Hilda
Moore, Donna Foster, John & Catherine Culley,
Jim Stanzell, Erin Poulton, John Leroux, Velma
Rath, Wendy Barrie, Linda Preston, Helen
O’Leary, Kate McDonald, Kathleen Harrison,
Carol Bowden, Ian White, Christine Philipson,
Marlene Lafrenière, Laura A. Dudley, Fred
Hoekstra, Virginia Notley, Rick Closs, John A. Maguire, Brian
Cornforth, & Gertrude Brown.

From our Collection
Fire Extinguisher

donated by the North Family

This soda-acid antique fire extinguisher was
used from the late 1800s until the mid to late
1900s. The device was activated by turning
it upside down. This caused the sodium
bicarbonate to mix with the sulphuric acid
inside and created carbon dioxide gas. The
gas pressurizes the water inside the canister
allowing it to be expelled. Extinguishers of
this type are no longer used to put out fires,
but are collected across North America as
decorative antiques.

Tea Biscuits

Women’s Institute Teacup and Saucer
Goulbourn Museum Collection
2 cups flour
2 Tablespoons white sugar
4 1/2 teaspoons baking powder
1/2 teaspoon salt
3 Tablespoons shortening
1 cup milk
Sift dry ingredients. Cut in chilled shortening.
After making a well in the centre of dry
ingredients, add chilled milk.
Bake at 450 degrees for 12 to 15 min.

Coming Events

Recent Events

June 17, 2012: War of 1812
Bicentennial Celebration

We are excited to announce that on Sunday, June 17, 2012 we’re
offering a War of 1812 Bicentennial Celebration to commemorate
the War and to raise awareness of our community’s direct
connection. During this event, two new military exhibitions
will be launched: Exceptional Women in the War of 1812 and The
Voyage of Goulbourn’s 100th Regiment. Visitors can also view
our 100th Regiment of Foot exhibition. These exhibitions give a
complete picture of the soldiers in the 100th Regiment, their
lives prior to the War.

March Break Craft Camp

This year we held our first ever March Break
Craft Camp for children aged 7 to 11. Each
afternoon had a different theme and
accompanying craft. Our themes were Spring
Flowers, Birds & Nature, Keepsakes & KnickKnacks, Pictures & Frames and St. Patrick’s Day.
The crafts included colourful mobiles; felt
owls; door hangers signs; decorated frames
with sepia photos of the children in costume;
and a green flowerpot arrangement filled with
green and yellow ornaments. This successful
event was sold out for three of the five days.

This Bicentennial Celebration will take place both indoors and
outdoors on the Museum grounds. The Canadian Regiment of
Fencible Infantry re-enactors will set up a display outdoors and
attempt to “enlist” visitors into the military as they walk around.
Other activities include interactive games to encourage visitors
to further explore the Museum and the grounds; and, a photo
booth where visitors can pose for pictures in period costumes.
The Museum will partner with community organizations to run
a silent auction, and used book sale, and to set up displays and
information booths. Additionally, a historical presentation will be
delivered to engage visitors on the subject of the War of 1812.
We hope to see you here on June 17! If you have any questions
or suggestions, please send us an email. We can be reached at
education@goulbournmuseum.ca.
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